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L—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour Market IN JUNE. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,517 returns, viz.: 1,739 from employers, 621 
from trade unions, and 157 from other sources. 

During the month of June the general state of employment 
continued good, and the percentage of unemployed was lower 
than at any similar period since 1890. 

In the 123 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 502,712, 11,604 (or 2.3 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of June, compared with 2.5 per cent. 
a month before, and 2.6 per cent. in the 116 unions, with a 
membership of 465,143, from which returns were received for 
June, 1898. 

Employment in Various Industries—Ooal Mining.—In June 
the average time worked showed a falling-off in every district 
from the high averages of the preceding month. At collieries, 
at which 391,508 workpeople were employed, the average time 
worked during the four weeks ended 24th June, was 5.34 days 
per week, as compared with 5.61 days in May. The above state- 
ments do not include pits in South Wales and Monmouthshire, 
owing to the disturbance of employment in June, 1898, occa- 
sioned by the dispute in that district. 

Iron-mining.—Employment continues good on the whole, and 
shows practically no change as compared with May. At mines 
employing 17,207 workpeople the average number of days 
worked per week during the four weeks ended 24th June, was 
5.86, as compared with 5.83 days in May. The comparison with 
June, 1898, is affected by the occurrence of Whitsuntide holi- 
days in that month. 

Pig-Iron I. ndustry—Employment shows a slight falling-off 
as compared with May, but is considerably better than a year 
ago, when it was affected to some extent by the dispute in the 
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South Wales coal trade. Returns relating to the works of 113 
ironmasters show that they had 374 furnaces in blast at the end 
of June, or two less than at the end of May, and 28 more than 
a year ago. The estimated number of workpeople employed 
was 24,785, or 32 less than at the end of May, and 2,124 more 
than a year ago. : 

Iron and Steel Manufacture—Employment at the end of 
June was not quite so good as at the end of May, but it con- 
tinues considerably better than a year ago. At the 221 works 
from which returns have been received, 80,530 workpeople were 
employed in the week ended 24th June, 81,021 in the week 
ended 20th May, and 76,017 in the week ended 25th June, 1898, 
the average number of shifts worked in these three weeks being 
5.54, 5.60, and 5.51 respectively. 

Tin-plate Trade-—Employment in this industry has further 
improved, and continues considerably better than a year ago. 
The number of mills working at the end of June was 391, 
employing an estimated number of 19,422 workpeople, com- 
pared with 380 mills at work employing 19,101 workpeople at 
the end of May, and 325 mills with 16,789 workpeople at the 
end of June, 1898. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has re- 
mained good. The percentage of unemployed union members 
in this group of trades at the end of June was 2.3, compared 
with 2.4 in May. The percentage for June, 1898, was 3.1. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has continued brisk 
and has improved, the percentage of unemployed union mem- 
bers at the end of June being 1.7, compared with 2.4 in May 
and 3.3 per cent. in June, 1898. 

Employment in the Building trades has continued good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members among carpenters 
and plumbers at the end of June was 1.5, compared with 1.3 in 
April and May. The percentage for June, 1898, was 1.2. 

In the Furnishing trades employment has continued brisk. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
June was the same as in May, viz., 0.9. The percentage for 
June, 1898, was 1.3. z 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has 
remained steady on the whole, though the bookbinders are 
scarcely so busy. The percentage of unemployed union mem- 
bers at the end of June was 4.0, compared with 3.9 in May 
and 3.8 per cent. in June, 1898. 

Employment in the Paper trade continues good. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of June was 
2.4, compared with 2.1 in May and 3.3 per cent. in June of last 

ear. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed at the end 
of June was 9.9, compared with 10.2 in June of last year. 

Employment in the Leather trades ‘has remained fairly 
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steady. The percentage of unemployed union members at the 
end of June was 2.9, compared with 3.1 in May and 4.7 per 
cent. in June, 1898. - 

_ Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade shows a seasonal 
decline at some centres, but is still fairly good generally. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade’ 
continues good. In the ready-made branch it has fallen off 
somewhat in the more important centres, but is fairly good 
generally, 

Employment continues very good in the Spinning branch of 
the Cotton trade, and shows a slight improvement in the 
Weaving branch. Information respecting Cotton factories, em- 
ploying about 80,000 women and girls, shows that 96 per cent. 
of those in Spinning mills and 90 per cent. of those in Weaving 
factories were working in factories giving full employment 
throughout the month, compared with 97 and 87 per cent. 
respectively in May, and with 90 and 74 per cent. a year ago. 

Employment in both the Woollen and Worsted trades con- 
tinues good, with a further improvement; in the Hosiery trade 
it continues good on the whole. 

Trade Disputes.—Fifty-nine fresh disputes occurred in June, 
1899, involving 14,254 workpeople. The corresponding number 
of disputes in May was 94, involving 23,577 workpeople, and 
in June, 1898, 49, involving 12,087 workpeople. Of the 59 
fresh disputes in June, 1899, 22 occurred in the building trades, 
9 in mining and quarrying, 9 in the metal, engineering, 
and shipbuilding trades, 7 in the textile trades, 7 in transport 
trades, and 5 in other industries. Of the 66 new and old dis- 
putes, involving 18,263 workpeople, of which the trimination 
is reported, 12, involving 2,760 persons, were decided in favour 
of the workpeople; 23, involving 5,459 persons, in favour of 
the employers; 30, involving 9,744 persons resulted in a com- 
promise; while in the case of the remaining dispute, involving 
Ps workpeople, the points involved are stili under cunsidera- 

ion. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 51,500 workpeople were reported during June, all of 
whom received advances, the average amount of the advance 
being 1s. 11d. per head. The increases were iaainly in the iron 
and steel trades (17,316), tin-plate trades (15,000) :nd textile 
trades (8,793). Changes affecting about 5,200 workpeople were 
preceded by disputes causing stoppage of work. Changes 
affecting about 13,800 workpeople were arranged under sliding 
scales, and the remaining changes, affecting about 32,500 work- 
people, were arranged by direct negotiation between employers 
and workpeople, or were conceded voluntarily by the employers. 
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TREATY BETWEEN RvssiIa AND JAPAN. 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” quotes the following from 
the “ Messages Ofticiel ” :— 

Article 19 of the Russian treaty with Japan, concluded 
27th May, 1895, enacts that the said treaty would only come 
into force four years after the date of signature, and a year 
from the day that the Japanese Government should communi- 
cate to the Russian Government its intention to put it into force. 
This communication could be made at any time after three 
years from the date of signature. 

The above declaration has been made by the Japanese Govern- 
ment, and the treaty will come into force on the 5th/17th July, 
1899, from which date all previous treaties and conventions 
between Russia and Japan will cease to have force. 


CommMerciAL TRAVELLERS IN Rvssta. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office 
the following translation of an explanatory notice relative to 
the provisions of the new Russian regulations respecting com- 
mercial travellers and their licences, which has just been issued 
by the Russian Government :— 

Explanatory Notice of the Provisions of the Law of 8th June, 
1898, relative to Commercial Travellers. 

By Article 57 of the Law of 8th June, 1898, which imposes 
the industrial tax, the right of employing commercial travellers 
is confined to commercial firms which have paid the tax in 
question under Class I., and to industrial enterprises which 
have paid the said tax under the first three classes. This pro- 
vision applies equally to commercial firms _and to industrial 
enterprises which may or may not possess business of the same 
kind in Russia. The tax under Class I. amounts to 500 roubles 
in the case of commercial firms, and to 500, 1,000, and 1,500 
roubles in that of industrial enterprises. Moreover, every com- 
mercial traveller must pay a personal tax of 50 roubles annually. 

Industrial enterprises which have no business of the same 
kind in Russia, but which carry on a wholesale trade in the 
Empire through their commercial travellers, are placed on the 
same footing as commercial enterprises, and consequently pay 
a tax of 500 roubles instead of that of 500-1,500 roubles imposed 
in the case of industrial enterprises. _ 

In view of the fact that the industrial tax is raised by the 
issue of industrial licences, commercial travellers who wish to 
provide themselves with personal licences, must present for 
inspection either the original or a duly-attested copy of the 
licences issued to their employers. 

Commercial travellers in the employment of commercial firms, 
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or of industrial enterprises which are not provided with licences 
according to the regulations, will not be permitted to carry on 
business until their employers have taken out the licences in 
question, either on personal application or through their com- 
mercial travellers. 

Commercial firms or industrial enterprises provided with 
licences according to the regulations may have an unlimited 
number of commercial travellers in their employment, on con- 
dition that each of these commercial travellers shall take out 
annually a personal industrial licence of 50 roubles. 

The new Russian regulations for commercial travellers visit- 
ing Russia are not applicable in Finland, and there is no 
tax on commercial travellers in that country. 


ReGuiations AFFECTING THE Entry oF Tourists 
THEIR CycLES INTO FRANCE. 


A notice has been received at the Foreign Office stating that 
members of the National Cyclists’ Union and of the Cyclists’ 
Touring Club have the privilege of free entry for their cycles. 

All British tourists have to deposit with the Custom House 
authorities, at the port of entry, the amount of the import duty 
leviable on their cycles. This sum will be refunded on depar- 
ture from the country on presentation of the receipt and verifi- 
cation of the lead seal of the Custom House attached to the 
machine. 

The Presidential Decree of the 10th December, 1898, 
describes the “ plaques de contréle” with which every “ velo- 
cipéde,” a term which included motor cars, is required to be 
furnished by Article 8 of the Law of the 13th April, 1898, and 
ordains how these should be obtained. Foreigners not domiciled 
in France, whose stay in that country does not exceed three con- 
secutive months, are exempted from the obligation of providing 
themselves with the “plaque.” Such persons on entering 
France have to obtain from the Custom House authorities the 
permis de circulation on stamped paper of the value of 60 cen- 
times. After three consecutive months’ stay in the country, 
foreigners have to obtain the “ plaque de contréle,” paying the 
tax to which their machines are liable according to their class. 


TrnpEers FoR Trucks oN NorweGian State Ratiways. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Norwegian State Railways Adminis- 
tration, not later than 2.30 p.m. on the 19th July next, for the 
supply of eighty staunchion trucks for narrow gauge. 


6 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES.: [July 1899. 


Such particulars as have been received may be examined: on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.. 


EsTaBLISHMENT OF PERMANENT ExuisiITIoN oF BUILDING AND 
Hovsr Materrat SaMpLes aT CHRISTIANIA. 


The Foreign Office have received a despatch from H.M. 
Consul-General at Christiania, stating that there has been 
recently established in Christiania a permanent exhibition of 
samples of building and house materials and fittings and 
machinery by a joint-stock company called “The Alfheim Com- 
pany, Limited.” 

The building material department of the exhibition, which 
has now been open for some time, comprises samples of articles 
used in the construction and fittings of dwelling-houses. 

The machinery department was to be opened during the course 
of the present month (July, 1899). Electric power is supplied, 
and machinery can thus be shown in motion. It is understood 
from Mr. Bergh, the manager of this part of the exhibition, 
that the company are particularly desirous of affording manu- 
facturers of machinery and others interested in the trade an 
opportunity of bringing their specialities before the Norwegian 
public. Exhibitors wishing to show their machines at regular 
work will be able to do so at the rate of about one shilling per 
square foot per annum. 

On page 4 of the prospectus (which may be seen by those 
interested, at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.) will be found a list of the branches of 
industry, the machinery and tools for which, it is thought, 
might be most advantageously exhibited, and on page 5 the 
rates and terms for rental of spaces for exhibition purposes. 

Further copies of the prospectuses and forms of application 
for space may be obtained from W. Bergh, Esq., Alfheim Com- 
pany, Limited, Christiania. 

The Consul concludes his despatch as follows:—‘“As I have 
reason to believe that copies of the prospectus have also been 
sent to the Foreign Office in Berlin for the information of 
German firms, I have thought it advisable that this sample 
exhibition, which is somewhat on the lines advocated from time 
to time by British consular officers and others, should be brought 
to the notice of British firms in order that, in the event of their 
desiring it, they may be able to obtain space for exhibiting and 
advertising their goods in this country. I have made inquiries 
with regard to this undertaking, and have no reason to doubt 
its genuineness.” 
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TrenDERS FoR Tin INGoTs aT SPEzIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Arsenal at Spezia, not later than 11 a.m. on 22nd 
July next, for the supply of tin in ingots. Such particulars as 
have been received may be examined on personal application 
at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR ASHWOOD AND Firwoop aT SPEzia. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Arsenal at Spezia, not later than 11 a.m. on the 
25th July next, for the supply of ashwood and firwood. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ComMERCIAL CONVENTION BETWEEN GERMANY AND SPAIN. 


The Foreign Office have received a despatch, dated 30th June, 
from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting copy and trans- 
lation of a Royal Order published in the Gazette to the effect 
that the commercial convention between Spain and Germany 
was to come into force on the Ist July, and that from that date 
all German merchandise will be assessed under the lowest tariff, 
which, in accordance with the conventions and treaties in 
force, is applied to the products of Denmark, Norway, Holland, 
and Switzerland. 


DENUNCIATION OF TREATY BETWEEN MONTENEGRO AND 
Unitep Kinepom. 


The Board of Trade have been informed by the Foreign 
Office that a telegram has been received from H.M. Minister at 
Cettinjé, reporting that the Montenegrin Government have 
denounced the commercial treaty between the Principality and 
the United Kingdom of 21st January, 1882, in accordance with 
Article XV. of that. Instrument. 

The treaty will cease and determine on 13th June, 1900. 


Exu1sition at Rustcuvk. 


With reference to a notice on p. 615 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for June last, further information has been received. 
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at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office to the effect 
that only native produce will be included in the forthcoming 
exhibition at Rustchuk, but Mr. Gobiet, of Prague, has been 
authorised by the Bulgarian Government to organise a small 
exhibition of foreign agricultural and industrial machinery on 
his sole responsibility, and has been allotted a space of 500 
square metres for the purpose. Mr. Gobiet has the entire man- 
agement of the foreign department, and all inquiries should be 
addressed to him. 


Municrpat Contract aT ALEXANDRIA. 
Opening for British Tenders. 

The Board of Trade have received information from the 
British Chamber of Commerce in Egypt to the effect that the 
Municipality of Alexandria will give out, in December next, a 
contract for the construction of a large quay and collector 
drain. Copies of the specifications for this contract have also 
been received, and can be consulted by persons interested in the 
matter at the offices of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 11 and 5. 

Copies of the plans and drawings can be obtained from the 
Municipality of Alexandria at the cost of 10 Egyptian pounds, 
or 10/. 5s. 2d., or can be seen at the Commercial Department, 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

The Chamber of Commerce also state that a loan of 500,000/. 
is contemplated in order to pay for the work, and that this loan 
will probably be issued at the beginning of next year. 


JAPANESE Law FOR RENDERING ASSISTANCE In CASES OF 
Surprinc DIsasTEer. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign 
Office, a despatch from H.M. Minister at Tokio, enclosing a 
translation of the Japanese Law for “ Rendering Assistance in 
Cases of Shipping Disaster,’ which was passed in the last 
Session of the Diet. This translation, together with a copy of 
the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between Great Britain 
and Japan, Article 12 of which somewhat qualifies the pro- 
visions of the law referred to above, may be seen by those 
interested on application at the Board of Trade any day be- 
tween the hours of 11 and 5. 


Sranparp Cusa, Porto Rico, anp THE 


The following circular has been published by the War 
Department at Washington :— 


| 
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Standard time is hereby established in the territory under 
government by the military forces of the United States, and it 
is hereby directed that all departments under such military 
government officially observe the time furnished by the United 
States Signal Service as standard, time, as follows :— 

For Cuba, seventy-fifth meridian (west longitude) time ; 

For Porto Rico, sixtieth meridian (west longitude) time ; 

For the islands of the Philippine Archipelago, one aeaarasens 
and twentieth meridian (east longitude) time. 


CommeErctaAL TRAVELLERS’ LiIcENCES IN THE TRANSVAAL AND 
ORANGE FREE STATE. 


The Colonial Office reports that according to the Consul- 
General for the South African Republic, the amount charged 
for a commercial traveller’s licence for representatives of foreign 
firms visiting or resident in the South African Republic is 20/. 
per year, or 10/. per half-year. 

The Consul-General for the Orange Free State reports that, 
according to his latest information, every commercial traveller 
(principal, clerk, representative, or agent) for any business 
house established outside the Orange Free State, selling by 
samples or otherwise, requires to take out a licence, the cost of 
which is 10/. for six months or less. 


GovERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply :— 

1. Cast-iron sleepers. 

2. Corrugated steel floor-plates. 

3. Third-class carriages. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. 
on Tuesday, the 18th July, 1899, after which time no tender 
will be received. 

War Office —The Secretary of State for War gives notice that 
tenders for specific quantities of the under-mentioned articles 
will probably be invited from time to time during the next 
twelve months, namely :— 

Accoutrements, acids, bedsteads, blankets, boots, brushes, 
bricks, cement, canvas, chain, cloth, clothing, cordage, cottons, 
earthenware, electrical instruments, fire-irons, felt, flags, 
flannel, harness and saddlery, hosiery, india-rubber goods, 
lamps and lanterns, leather, linens, metals, oils, sewing cotton 
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and thread, spades’and shovels, tarpaulins and sail: covers, tele- 
graph cable, timber, tinware, wire, and woodware. 

' Manufacturers who may wish to be applied to when tenders: 
are required, should address the Director of Army Contracts by 
letter, stating the particular articles which they manufacture, 
and the names of at least two well-known’ firms, or public 
bodies, who have purchased from them, and are in a position to 
certify as to the quality of their productions. 

Firms whose names are already on the War Office list need 
not apply, as forms of tendering will be sent to them in due 
course. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, gold life-saving medals for the following officers and 
seamen which have been awarded to them by the President of 
the United States in recognition of the services mentioned, viz. : 
—Andrew M. Reid, chief officer; Hugh Gray, carpenter; James 
Halden, boatswain ; and Harry Gordon, Joseph Arwoodson, and 
H. Hansen, seamen, of the s.s. “Orthia,”’ of Glasgow, for the 
rescue of the shipwrecked crew of the American barquentine 
“St. Lucie,” on the 29th November last; also Thomas Thistle, 
first mate; Daniel Hughes, boatswain; and Charles W. Leve- 
rick, Frederick Westfield, and John Snike, seamen, of the ss. 
“Eric,” of Cardiff, for rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the 
American schooner “ Bertram N. White,” on the 2nd December 
last; also John Davies, first mate; Carl Hurlin, boatswain; 
Christian Petersen, carpenter; and Albert Simmons, G. Mac- 
kay, and George Smith, seamen, of the s.s. “ Pinners Point,” 
of Liverpool, for the rescue of the shipwrecked crew of the 
American schooner “Angie L. Green,” on the 7th December 
last; also a gold watch for William Rilatt, skipper, a sum of 
10/. for George C. Grimwood, second hand, and a sum of 5/. for 
Frederick Philipps, boatswain, of the fishing steamer “ Shake- 
speare,” of Hull, which have been awarded to them by H.M. 
the German Emperor in recognition of their services to the 
German ship “ Margaretha,” of Barssel, when in danger at sea 
on the 20th October last. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
gold watches for Mr. Wm. Aitkenhead, master, and Mr. E. 
Gibson, second mate, and a silver watch for Mr. A. Baldetto, 
boatswain, of the s.s. “ Pawnee,” of Liverpool, which have been 
awarded to them by the Canadian Government in recognition 
of their services to the shipwrecked crew of the schooner “ Deer- 
hill,” of St. John, N.B., which was abandoned in the North 
Atlantic Ocean on the 12th December last; a sum of 2/. has 
also been awarded by the Canadian Government to each member 
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of the crew of the rescuing boat on the occasion referred to, 
viz.:—G. Baldetta, G. Giovanni, D. Virza, and G. Dominici. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a silver medal for gallan- 
try in saving life at sea to Karl Kasch, A.B., of the s.s. “ Inch- 
arran,” of Liverpool, in recognition of his services in attempting 
to rescue the boatswain of that vessel, who was washed over- 
board in the North Atlantic Ocean on the 22nd April last. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, a gold watch for Mr. James Brady, skipper of the fishing 
steamer ‘‘ Westward Ho,” of Hull, which has been awarded to 
him by H.M. the German Emperor, in recognition of his 
services to the crew of the German fishing boat “ H. F. No. 40” 
(Amor), of Finkenwiirder, when in danger at sea. The Board 
have also received a sum of 101. for, Frank Greenwood, second 
hand, and a sum of 5/. for George Adams, seaman, of the 
“Westward Ho,” which the Emperor has awarded to them in 
recognition of their services on the cccasion referred to. 

Also, a gold watch and chain for Mr. George Taylor, master 
of the s.s. “ Eric,” of Cardiff, which have been awarded to him 
by the Government of the United States in recognition of his 
services in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the American 
schooner “ Bertram N. White,” on the 2nd December last. 

The Board have also received a gold watch and chain for 
Mr. Arnold G. Cole, master of the s.s. “ Orthia,” of Glasgow, 
awarded to him by the Government of the United States in 
recognition of his services in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of 
the American barquentine “St. Lucie” on the 29th November 
last. 


TraDE Returns oF THE Unitep Kincpom. i 


The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom” for the month of June, 1899, and 
the six months ended 30th June, 1899, a further reference to 
which will be found on pp. 111-12 of the present issue of the 
“Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may 
be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 8d.) per 
copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., or John Menzies & Co., 12, 
Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Glasgow, 
or Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, Dublin, 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “Annual 


Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 


Countries and British Possessions,” for the year 1898 is now 


available. This publication, which contains much more detailed. 


and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
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Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
and British Protectorate, for each of the years 1894 to 1898 
inclusive, the imports.and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 83. 1}d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. 


Imports oF Pic-Iron anp UnwrovuGut STEEL INTO THE 
Unrtep Kinepom From THE UNITED STATEs. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United King- 
dom from the United States of America during the months of 
January-June, 1899, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1899. Tons. & Tons. £ 
January =" 14,621 34,386 12,034 53,227 
February 18,528 31,703 5,206 24,899 
March ... 9401 23,591 5,992 31,043 
April ... 6,969 17,365 10,060 44,380 
June ... 6,833 21,092 2,471 13,816 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898| 76,356 | 180,614 29,374 | 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897| 91,196 209,275 25,927 128,892 
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II—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for the month of June last show a 
decrease as compared with the corresponding month of 
1898 in the value of imports from foreign countries and 
British possessions, and in the exports of foreign and 
colonial merchandise, but an increase in the exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures. The imports 
for June, 1899, were valued at 38,348,943/., as compared 
with 39,032,305/., showing a decrease of 683,362/., or 1.7 per 
cent.; and the exports amounted in value to 27,531,283/., as 
against 25,030,699/. in June, 1898, of which British and Irish 
produce and manufacture alone were valued at 21,980,067/. in 
June, 1899, and 19,413,696/7. in June, 1898, an increase of 
2,566,3711., or 13.2 per cent. This includes, however, new ships 
(not registered as British) to the value of 521,931/., which were 
not included previous to 1899. The value of foreign and 
colonial merchandise exported in June, 1899, shows a decrease 
of 65,787/., or 1.2 per cent. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports 
for June, 1899, as compared with June, 1898, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended June 30. 
—_—- Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. | 1899. 
| £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... 18,026,856 °|17,248,243 778,613 
Metals... 1,994,529 | 2,139,977 | 145,448 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning, . 
substances ... one 479,388) 430,561 48,827 
Raw materials for manufactures ....| 9,377,089 | 8,859,192 =. 517,897 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles 8,419,170 | 8,801,908 382,738 
Total... ... 489,082,805 38,318,943 633,362 


In the imports of food, drink, and tobacco, wheat and wheat 
meal and flour show an increase of 1,342,672 ewts., but a 
decrease in value of 541,804/. as compared with June, 1898. 
Indian corn, or maize, and oatmeal have decreased in both 
quantity and value, but other kinds of corn show increases. 
The imports of beef, pork, cheese, and most descriptions of fruit 
have increased in value; but hams, mutton, and other kinds of 
meat, fish, lard, and sugar, refined and unrefined, have de- 
creased—the latter to the extent of 175,577/. Tea has increased 


* See also pages 111-112. 
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89,310/., and tobacco 136,310/. but cocoa, coffee, currants, and 
wine have decreased. The increase in the imports of metuais is 
chiefly made up of larger importations of iron ore and pig-iron 
and tin and zinc. Petroleum shows an increase of 6,291,346 
gallons, valued at 131,326/. With unimportant exceptions, all 
kinds of raw materials for textile manufactures show decreased 
imports in June, 1899, as compared with June, 1898. Thus, raw 
cotton has decreased 467,675/., hemp 96,449/., jute, 59,388/., 
sheep or lambs’ wool 513,760/., and raw silk 23,379/. Against 
these there can only be placed slight increases of 5,185/. waste 
silk, 27,7847. mohair, and 8,102/. woollen rags. In other raw 
materials, wood and timber have increased 482,569/. Many kinds 
of manufactured articles in competition with British industries 


‘show increased values—such as machinery 63,388/., leather and 


manufactures thereof 63,899/., and woollen yarn and manufac- 
tures 58,5437. 

Exports——The following table shows the value of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures for the month ending 380th 
June, 1899, as compared with a like period of 1898, and the 
increase or decrease in each principal category : — 


Month ended June 30. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1898. 1899. | 
£ £ 
Animals, living 107,751 86,394 21,357 
Articles of food and drink ... ...| 1,029,575 | 1,000,365 —_— 29,210 
Raw materials... 1,715,591 | 2,346,662 | 631,071 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics 7,521,062 | 8,135,003 | 613,941 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery and ships) ... +..| 2,820,557 | 3,361,824 541,267 -— 
Machinery and millwork --.| 1,835,996 | 1,723,886 _ 112,110 
Ships, new (not registered as {| Not te 
Miscellaneous ... 4,883,164 | 4,804,002 | 420,838 
Total £/19,418,696 |21,980,067 | 2,566,371 


The exports of coal, coke, and fuel have increased 
591,705. Cotton yarn shows a decrease of 114,497/., jute 
yarns, of 2,979/., and jute piece-goods of 5,887/. On the 
other hand, the exports of cotton piece-goods increased in value 
428,210/., and all other yarns and textile fabrics, with very 
trifling exception'’s, show larger shipments. The increased 
exports of cotton piece-goods were chiefly to Bombay, Egypt, 
Morocco, Persia, Dutch East Indies, China, United States, 
“Argentina, and Australasia. The exports of metals show satis- 


- factory increases, but the decrease of 112,110/. in the shipments 


of machinery, as compared with June, 1898, taken in conjunc- 
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tion with the increased imports of foreign machinery noted 
above, is not so satisfactory. 

In the six months ended 30th June, 1899, the imports into the 
United Kingdom from foreign countries and British possessions 
were valued at 236,736,876/., as compared with 235,995,751/. for 
a similar period of 1898, showing an increase of 741,125/., and 
the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
amounted in value to 126,521,894/. (including the value of ships, 


new, not registered as British, not recorded prior to 1899), as 


compared with 112,508,179/. for the first six’ months of 1898, 
showing an increase of 14,013,715/. The exports of foreign and 
colonial merchandise for similar periods of 1899 and 1898 
amounted in value to 33,507,317/. and 31,973,562/. respectively. 

Tonnage of Vessels Entered and Cleared, with Cargoes——The 
tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United King- 
dom from foreign countries and British possessions during 
June, 1899, amounted to 3,262,558 tons, and the tonnage cleared 
in the foreign trade to 3,902,567 tons, as compared with 
2,906,308 tons entered and 3,316,447 tons cleared in June, 1898. 
As regards the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during June, 
1899, was 2,690,898 tons, and the tonnage cleared 2,651,796 
tons, as against 2,544,990 tons and 2,521,387 tons respectively 
in June, 1898. 
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III.—THE TRADE, INDUSTRY, AND SHIPPING OF 
MEXICO. 


(With Map.) 


The following particulars as to the trade, shipping, and in- 
dustry of Mexico have been collated principally from the 
various reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular officers in 
that country. 

Reference has, however, also been made to the reports of the 
consuls and commercial agents of the United States, and in 
some cases the figures given are taken from the official returns 
issued by the Mexican Government. 

Owing to its geographical position Mexico enjoys climatic 
advantages above most countries. For the same reason her 
agricultural possibilities are illimitable. From the torrid coast 
line, where tropical vegetation is rank, to the green slopes of 
the Cordilleras, where the forests are dense with precious woods, 
valuable timbers, medicinal and dye plants, dyewoods, and 
other trees, and herbs of commercial value, thence up to the 
summits of her snow-capped mountains, Mexico presents a 
variety of vegetation at once picturesque and unusual. From 
Vera Cruz to the City of Mexico, nearly 8,000 feet above the 
sea level, the plants of various zones and climates abound, fields 
of sugar cane and groves of banana, palm, cocoanut, orange, 
lemon, citron, and many other similar fruits flourish under the 
tropical sun. At an altitude from 3,000 to 4,000 feet the vege- 
tation begins to change; the plants, fruits, trees, and other 
flora assume the characteristics of those of the temperate zone ; 
still farther up oaks, pine, cedar, and resinous plants mark the 
complete transition from a hot to a cold climate until at last 
scrub plants and mimosas are lost in the snow line nearly 11,000 
feet above the sea level. Marble of several varieties and fine 
qualities is abundant, and mines of gold, silver, mercury, coal, 
lead, copper, and other minerals are very numerous. Silver 
mines are more largely developed than those of the other metals, 
and furnish employment to over 100,000 men. There are 
numerous cotton and several woollen manufactories, paper, 
sugar, and flour mills, pottery and tobacco manufactories, dis- 
tilleries, and iron foundries. 

Agriculture —At the opening of the semi-annual session of 
the Mexican Congress on the night of the 16th September, 
1898, President Diaz employed, in his message, the following 
language: “Agriculture is also progressing, both the imple- 
ments and methods of cultivation being improved and new lands 
being opened up for tillage. The good crops obtained last year 
(fiscal year ending 30th June, 1898) allowed cf the exportation 
to Europe of agricultural products of the central plateau 
amounting to 7,150 tons during the months of June and July 
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last, of which 4,398 tons were wheat, 2,273 barley, and the rest 
made up of rye and flour, according to data furnished to the 
Department of Encouragement by one of the exporting firms.” 
The Mexican wheat industry, it is thus noted, has taken huge 
strides during the past fiscal year.” 

A report in a recent number of the ‘‘ Manufacturer” states 
that wheat is cultivated in twenty-five out of twenty-seven of 
the States. It grows on the Mexican plateau, from 6,000 to 
9,000 feet above sea level. The best area for its cultivation 
comprises 55,000 square miles, one-third of which could be 
planted in wheat without detriment to other agricultural in- 
terests of this marvellously-productive country. If the possible 
area of 55,000 square miles were cultivated to its best capacity, 
the wheat yield from that one-third part would be 110,000,000 
bushels per annum. These may seem small figures when com- 
pared to the 427,684,000 bushels of wheat produced in the 
United States in 1897, and the 2,000,000,000 bushels produced 
in the entire world during that year. But Mexico never 
claimed to be a wheat country, nor can it ever possess the 
advantages for wheat cultivation possessed by the United 
States. It is more or less tropical, and therefore less suitable 
for wheat, save on the elevated plateau. Mexican wheat is 
small and hard, and when properly milled it makes good flour. 
At the Philadelphia Exposition of 1876, Mexican wheat took a 
first prize. 

The best wheat lands in Mexico are in Michoacan, Puebla, 
Coahuila, Guanajuato and Jalisco. The average yield is twenty 
bushels to the acre. By the Mexican plan three crops are 
cultivated every two years, one of wheat and two of corn sand- 
wiched on the same lands. 

The wheat possibilities of the country are quite appreciable 
if certain existing conditions are borne in mind. ‘There is a 
vast field for the cultivation of the grain, with a possible acreage 
of 8,000,000 to 10,000,000. 

In 1888 11,596,000 bushels of wheat, of a value of about 
4,636,000/., were produced in Mexico. In 1896, the quantity 
produced was 20,217,000 bushels, of an approximate value of 
5,693,0002. 

President Diaz himself has long considered the development 
of agriculture the most important of the national industries. 
He leaves nothing undone to encourage the cultivation of the 
soil, which is so productive and fertile and well-favoured from a 
climatic standpoint. Already, capital is interested in various 
States of Mexico in the cultivation of large tracts of land, and 
syndicates are being organised to scientifically cultivate cocoa, 
coffee, rubber, spices, sugar, tobacco, cotton, and other products 
indigenous to the country. This means the employment of 
modern methods and modern agricultural machinery. 

The United States Consul at Ciudad Juarez, in a report dated 
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December, 1898, says that the American plough and cultivator 
came with the railroads, and the use of these implements is 
being gradually extended among the small farmers and away 
from the lines of communication.- They are taking the place of 
the Egyptian wooden plough and other primitive instruments 
with which the Mexicans have drawn from a rich soil the source 
of livelihood. 

Agricultural development means much to Mexico. It is more 
important to the people than the exploitation of mines and 
the erection of smelters. This fact is realised in Mexico, and 
the result is a liberal treatment of American agricultural 
machinery—indeed its free admission to the Republic. 

In the northern section of Mexico, and especially in the con- 
sular district of Ciudad Juarez, agriculture is limited to 
the valleys where irrigation is possible. But the returns 
are excellent, experience proving that irrigation brings better 
results than are realised in the zones where the supply of 
moisture is left to the vagaries of the season. 

The Mormons, who are colonising the northern and western 
sections of the State of Chihuahua, are almost exclusively 
engaged in agriculture. They are intelligent and, it may be 
said, scientific cultivators of the soil. They realise satisfactory 
returns on their crops, and the earth is. made to yield abun- 
dantly as a result of the modern methods and modern devices 
which they apply. They use American ploughs, binders, and 
reapers, and other necessary implements. 

For the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1896, 6,000/. worth of 
agricultural machinery was imported at the Custom House in 
Ciudad Juarez. The fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897, showed 
importation amounting to nearly 10,000/. 

‘The principal articles imported are rakes, mowers, harrows, 
cultivators, ploughs, shovels, and hoes. Hay tedders are seldom 
used, as the dry atmosphere and perpetual sunshine do all that 
is necessary for the hay after cutting. There is scarcely a 
demand for lawn mowers, except in the seacoast cities and 
Mexico City. 

In addition to wheat and other kinds of corn, various fibres 
are cultivated, such as henequen, ixtle (or sisal hemp), and 
broom root. Coffee is planted in some parts of the Republic, as 
well as vanilla, tobacco, and other tropical produce. 

H.M. Consul-General at Mexico reports that the continuance 
of the revolution in Cuba had a very marked effect in encour- 
aging the cultivation of tobacco in Mexico, not only by reason 
of the increased demand in Europe for other classes of tobacco 
owing to the falling-off in the supply from Cuba, but also be- 
cause the merits of the Mexican product are by this means 
becoming more generally known. 

_ The exports in 1897 amounted to 4,103,459 lbs. of leaf tobacco 
and 768,755 lbs. of cigars and cigarettes, being an increase of 
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more than 100 per cent. in both branches of the trade over 
those of 1896. There was also a considerable improvement in 
the price of the unmanufactured article. 

The district where the largest quantity of tobacco is raised for 
export lies to the south and south-east of the town of Vera 
Cruz, partly in the State of that name and partly in that of 
Oaxaca. A class of tobacco which perhaps more nearly 
approaches in quality to the best Cuban variety is that grown 
in the State of Tabasco, but the quantity is as yet limited, and 
it is nearly all consumed locally. 

Mineral Products——According to the report of H.M. Consul 
quoted above, the exports of gold have increased from 
295,639 ozs. in 1896 to 335,672 ozs. in 1897, of which about 88 

er cent. was exported in the form of bullion and the remainder 
in ore and sulphurets, with about 10,000 ozs. in gold coin. 

Gold mining in Mexico is beginning to excite considerable 
attention in England. In the years 1896 and 1897 some com- 
panies were registered in London and obtained a quotation on 
the Stock Exchange, with a joint nominal capital of 1,950,000/. 
to work gold mines in the northern part of the Republic. More- 
over, several other companies have been organised locally, 
among which those in the district of El Oro, in the State of 
Mexico, may be specially mentioned. Under these circum- 
stances it is remarkable that the exports of gold have not in- 
creased to a greater extent, and it can only be asumed that the 
work done as yet by the new companies has been mostly for 
development. 

The exports of silver in 1897 amounted to 55,850,000 ozs. 
fine, valued at $70,928,925 (Mexican), being an increase 
of 17 per cent. over those of 1896, which up to that time 
was the year of the largest exportation. It is now proved 
beyond the possibility of doubt that the silver mining industry 
has not suffered from the depreciation of silver, as most people 
thought would be the case, since the sterling value of the silver 
exported in 1897 was greater than that of any previous year, 
in spite of the fact that the price per ounce throughout the 
whole year was the lowest ever known. 

The value of the silver bullion exported shows an increase of 
$7,000,000, or 25 per cent., over 1896, which may be taken to 
be the measure of the progress made by the local smelting in- 
dustry. There was also an increase in the export of Mexican 
silver coin, but the exports of silver ores and sulphurets re- 
mained stationary. 

A falling-off both in quantity and value has occurred in the 
exports of copper. As a large part of the copper exported from 
Mexico is the produce of one particular mine in Lower Cali- 
fornia, this is probably due to local and temporary causes. 

It is publicly announced that the same group of French 
capitalists which controls the above mine has acquired a very 
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extensive copper property in the State of Michoacan, which in 
former times was very productive, but of late years pom 
practically abandoned. If this property proves to be anything 
like as good as is reported, a large increase in the exports of 
copper may be expected as soon as the preliminary work is 
finished and the extraction of the ore begins. 

No clean lead is exported from Mexico, and by far the greater 
part of the lead which figures in the export statistics is shipped 
in the form of argentiferous bars, as they come out of the smelt- 
ing furnaces, as it is found that the separation of the silver 
from the lead can be more economically performed abroad. The 
increase therefore in the exports of lead, from 960,909 cwts. in 
1896 to 1,177,868 cwts. in 1897, affords a proof of the activity 
of the smelting industry in Mexico. 

“Le Monde Economique” states that discoveries of several 
deposits of tin have been made in Mexico, principally in the 
States of Guanajuato, San Luis Potosi, and Sonora. The heights 
of the Sierra de la Estanera, in the State of San Luis Potosi, 
contain tin ore which assays 70 per cent. to 75 per cent. of 
metal. In the State of Durango, also, tin is met with in con- 
siderable quantities, which, it is stated, if properly treated, 
would yield 35 per cent. to 75 per cent. of metal, often under 
the form of oxides. 

Cotton Industry —The manufacture of cotton goods in Mexico 
is one of the most important of all the domestic industries of 
the country and may be said to be in a very flourishing con- 
dition. An exhaustive report on the subject was issued by the 
Foreign Office last year (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 
No. 453), and the data contained in that report will suffice to 
show that the conditions under which cotton goods are manu- 
factured in Mexico are so favourable, that, even with a smaller 
degree of protection than they at present enjoy, it would be 
very hard if not impossible for English cottons to compete with 
them. The price of the raw material except for the import 
duty which is not quite 1d. per lb., is practically the same as in 
England; although fuel is dear the gross expenditure under 
this head is not large, owing to the extensive use of water for 
motive power; taxation is light; and, finally, labour, which 
though not of a high order, is good enough for the manufacture 
of the class of goods for which there is the largest demand in 
Mexico, is extremely cheap. Under these circumstances it is 
only because the output of the Mexican factories has never yet 
been sufficient to supply the local demand, that it has been 
possible to continue the importation of low grade English piece- 
goods into this market; but there are strong grounds for be- 
lieving that this state of things will not last long. 

The normal increase of consumption of cotton piece-goods 
does not exceed 3,000,000 square metres, or 150,000 pieces per 
annum. 
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As against this, the increase of manufacturing capacity in 
1897 over that of 1896 was about 500 looms, representing a 
minimum output of 300,000 pieces, and it is anticipated that it 
cannot be long before the Mexican factories will be in a position 
to produce all the plain and coloured cotton goods or ordinary 
qualities required for home consumption. 

The following table, taken from the same report, shows the 
number of cotton factories in working in Mexico in the years 
1894, 1895, and 1896, with particulars of their machinery, out- 
put, number of persons employed, &c. :— 


1394. 1895. 1896. 


Number of factories ... 102 107 
Amount of motive-power horse-power 13,241 13,826 
Number of looms 12,711 13,660 
spindles... 425,580 448,156 

printing machines 2 24 24 

operatives employed... 20,187 20,994 
Raw cotton consumed ... «Ibs. | 41,608,862 | 48,463,992 | 53,273,397 
Pieces of cotton cloth woven... «-.| 5,708,138 6,492,117 7,116,547 
a i: printed... ...| 2,197,602 | 2,367,898 | 2,288,014 
Pounds of yarn produced... | 2,147,359 3,757,829 3,858,829 


$ $ 3 
Direct taxation (Federal) ...  ...| 899,001 | 1,211,745 | 1,230,982 


Trade.—The following table shows the values of the imports 
into and exports from the Mexican Republic for the years 1894- 
1898. The figures for the years 1894-1897 are taken from the 
Foreign Office report (Annual Series, 2184) published last year, 
and those for 1898 are made up from the monthly accounts of 
trade issued by the Mexican Government. In each case the 
conversions into sterling have been made at the rate of $5 to the 
£ for the imports and $10 to the £ for the exports, the values 
of the former being in gold and of the latter in silver :— 


Year. Import. Exports. Excess Exports. 


£ £ £ 
9,396,000 11,747,009 2,351,000 
7,841,000 12,876,000 5,035,000 
9,117,000 13,695,000 4,578,000 


The Consul-General, in his report referred to, writing of the 
trade of 1897, states that the imports of cotton piece-goods 
showed a decrease as compared with 1896 of 187,000/., or over 
25 per cent., due in great part to the over-importation in the 
hd year, and also partly to the increased output of the 

exican factories. This loss was most felt in low-grade 
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bleached and printed goods, the bulk of which comes from 
England. 

The imports of linen goods, which in 1896 had risen to 
142,000/., fell back again in 1897 to 106,000/., the decrease 
being proportionately much larger in piece-goods than in 
goods entered at value. The manufacture of domestic linens, 
though not as yet conducted on a large scale, was steadily 
increasing in 1897, which probably accounts for part of the 
‘decrease in the imports of piece-goods. Up to quite 
recently the raw material used was all imported from England 
in the form of yarn, the amount imported during the past three 
years having averaged rather under 500,000 Ibs. a year. Some 
flax, however, is now being successfully grown near Cuernavaca, 
in the State of Morelos, and as the quality is not bad, it is pro- 
bable that its cultivation will before long be undertaken on a 
larger scale. 

The imports of woollen piece-goods continued to decrease in 
1897, the value in that year being 225,562/., as against 267,398. 
in 1896, and 310,792/. in 1895. This without doubt was due to 
the great improvement both as regards quantity and quality in 
the output of the Mexican woollen mills. 

There is still, however, a good market for woollen and worsted 
tissues of high quality, especially those of English manufacture. 

The imports of machinery and implements remained prac- 
tically unchanged, and presented no new features. calling for 
special remark. 

There was scarcely any variation in the total value of the 
imports of chemical products. There was, however, a very con- 
siderable increase amounting to nearly 40 per cent. in the 
imports of caustic soda and potash and sulphates of iron and 
copper, which was set off by a decrease in paints and colours 
(probably due to over-importation), and in miscellaneous 
drugs and chemicals. The values of the imports according 
to these sub-divisions were as follows:—Paints and colours, 
54,419/.; caustic soda and potash and sulphates of iron and 
copper, 98,735/.; and miscellaneous drugs and chemicals, 
191,655]. 

There was a falling-off of about 6,0007. in the imports of 
spirituous liquors, which was distributed in nearly equal pro- 
portions among wine, beer, and spirits and liqueurs. 

A noticeable feature of this trade is the remarkable increase 
in the consumption of beer in Mexico in the past few years, to 
meet which large breweries have been established at Toluca, 
Orizaba, San Luis, Guadalajara, and Monterey, where light 
beers, mostly lagers of good quality, are produced at prices 
which defy competition from abroad. 

A limited amount of wine is made from grapes grown in the 
country, principally in the district of Parras in the State of 
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Coahuila; and a large quantity of spurious cognacs and liqueurs 
is concocted from cane spirit. 

The demand for dry champagnes, especially in the capital, is 
on the increase, and Scotch whisky is coming into more general 
use. 

With reference to the question of British trade with Mexico, 
it is perhaps worth quoting verbatim the following paragraphs 
from a consular report on the subject received in December last 
(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 486) : — 

“In the earlier days of the Mexican Republic, British trade 
was largely in the hands of a few British mercantile houses, 
which for many years conducted an extremely lucrative busi- 
ness. In the troublous times preceding and during the Empire, 
some of these firms withdrew altogether from Mexico, and of 
the remainder none are now large importers of foreign goods. 
In Mexico, as elsewhere, the tendency amongst British capita- 
lists who have been long in the country seems to be to undertake 
financial operations and to invest in industrial enterprises, 
leaving foreign trade to foreigners, and to Englishmen, who 
with little or no capital of their own, act as agents for British 
firms. These agents are, many of them, able and hardworking 
men, but it may well be doubted whether they equal either their 
predecessors or some of their foreign competitors in knowledge 
of the people and of their language and requirements. If this 
be so they are not themselves solely or even mainly to blame 
for it; the object of the firms they represent being not as a rule 
to suit their manufactures to the taste of the Mexicans, but 
rather to find a market for the surplus production of articles of 
particular patterns, which may be, and often are, but ill- 
adapted to Mexican conditions. The British manufacturer has 
not hitherto considered it worth his while to make much effort 
to capture the Mexican market. In most branches of trade the 
business to be done with Mexico was formerly small compared 
to that with other countries, and foreign competition was by no 
means as keen as it is to-day. The British manufacturers had 
therefore some grounds for thinking that the Mexican trade was 
not worth much trouble or expense, and that in any case they 
were scarcely likely to be ousted from it. ; . 

“This state of affairs, however, no longer exists, the trade of 
the country has greatly increased and shows indications of 
further development. German and American manufacturers 
already monopolise some branches of trade, and they are serious 
rivals in those which still remain in our hands. Speaking 
generally, both the Germans and the Americans push their 
business more actively than we do, and frequently obtain a 
market for their goods when they compare unfavourably both 
in price and quality with the corresponding articles of British 
manufacture. It must be admitted, however, that it is a diffi- 
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cult matter for any English house to start a business in Mexico, 
for the buyers are few and the markets in few hands. In Mexico 
City the chief houses are German, French, and Swiss, and they 
will never assist British trade. Moreover, these houses make 
time bargains with the smaller traders, who cannot easily break 
away and purchase elsewhere. They have their own paid buyers 
in all the chief cities of Europe and the United States, and it is 
complained that British houses offer few inducements to buyers, 
and fewer still to those with whom they occasionally place an 
agency. 

“Some other points are also deserving of mention. Although 
the class of persons able and willing to pay for the best quality 
of goods is’ rapidly increasing, the cheaper article is still, as a 
rule, the one most suited to the Mexican market. Cheapness 
must, however, be combined with superior finish, and here, as 
elsewhere, articles such as hardware imported from Germany 
are stated to surpass the corresponding British manufactures in 
this respect. Moreover a light and comparatively cheap class of 
machinery is frequently required. It may not be as good as the 
machinery usually turned out in England, but it works well 
enough, and a large saving is effected both in first cost and in 
the expense of transport. It must be borne in mind that 
although communications have greatly improved of late years, 
many Mexican mines are extremely difficult of access, and that 
in many cases it has been found impossible to convey heavy 
machinery to its destination. 

“The question of catalogues has already been alluded to. It 
may be well, however, to point out that catalogues written in 
English only, giving English prices, weights, and measures, are 
to a great extent useless in this country. Some manufacturers 
are alive to this fact, and produce catalogues which are all, or 
nearly all that could be desired, but it would seem nevertheless 
that foreign firms are generally more painstaking in these 
matters. 

“ British merchants should register their trade marks here, as 
there are frequent infringements of marks and labels. For 
instance, empty bottles are filled with inferior spirits, and this 
without any apparent opposition. 
’ “Tn conclusion it may safely be affirmed that there is no 
reason why British trade should not hold its own in the Mexican 
market as against foreign competition if manufacturers and 
agents would really exert themselves in the matter, and 
although certain classes of foreign goods will probably be dis- 
placed by native manufactures, the loss will be made up by the 
increased requirements of the country in other branches.” 

Shipping.—tThe following table shows the number and ton- 
nage of vessels entered at Mexican ports in the year 1896 and 
1897, distinguishing Pacific and Atlantic ports :— 


t 
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Shipping entered at Mewican Ports. 


1896. 1897. 
Ports. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
GuL¥F PorTs— 
Vera Cruz is de wae 623 613,363 666 668,498 
Carmen Island . a wns 428 107,969 398 119,077 
Campeachy 819 239,166 817 237,378 
Progreso... 594,251 562 539,303 
Tampico... dae wel ie 423 593,371 483 664,166 
Frontera... 825 57,346 284 85,517 
Tuxpan ... 142 132,712 189 139,329 
Coatzocoalcos ... 186 78,932 217 97,335 
Alvarado... 89 38,072 122 40,421 


Total, Gulf Ports ... ee] 3,721 2,455,182 3,738 2,591,026 


PACIFIC PoRTS— 


Guaymas ove ose | 852 51,980 339 42,492 
Mazatlan 414 148,303 408 147,377 
Santa Rosalia ... ove ee 821 70,387 275 60,359 
San Blas.. 173 99,316 195 113,110 
Todos Santos... sae oa 182 34,121 164 32,516 
Acapulco ee oa ose 174 193,476 199 200,265 
Puerto Angel ... aon a 37 33,898 66 40,679 
Salina Cruz... sap pen 44 36,716 68 45,790 
San José del Cabo... ae 52 19,160 6] 19,601 

Total, Pacific Ports ose} 1,749 687,357 1,770 702,192 


Total, Mexico... ...| 5,470 3,142,539 || 5,508 | 3,293,218 


Railways.—The increase in the earnings of railways in 1898 
has been very remarkable, and is in great measure due to the 
development of local traffic. 

The gross earnings of the four principal railways in 1896 and 
1897, in Mexican dollars, were as follows :— 


Earnings, 
Miles operated 
Railways. in 1897. 

1897. 1806. 
$ $ 
Mexican Central 1,956 12,845,819 10,208,020 

National 1,219 6,080,663 5,299,026 

 (C¥eraCraz) ... 321 8,788,883 8,303,429 
Interoceanic ote 549 2,539,448 2,202,238 
Total 4,045 25,254,813 21,012,713 


— 
| 
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The total mileage of railways in actual operation in the 
Republic on Ist April, 1898, was 7,357 miles. 

In the province of Yucatan there are at present four lines 
open for traffic; two connect the capital, Merida, with the 
adjacent port of Progreso, both having branch lines, the remain- 

_ing two going south and east, and when completed will have 
their respective termini at Peto and Valladolid. 

The first line constructed in Yucatan, and due to private 
enterprise, aided by Federal and State support, is that from 
Merida to Progreso. This line runs almost straight from Merida 
to Progreso, a distance of some 27 English miles. The line is 
broad gauge, or 1.45 metres wide. As soon as the line to Pro- 
greso was finished, the construction of the branch to Izamal was 
commenced and duly completed, a distance of about 50 English 
miles from Merida. The branch is also broad gauge, and has 
six stations. 

The southern line is that from Merida to Peto, and passes 
through some of the most fertile parts of the State, and was 
commenced by the State Government in 1878, but was trans- 
ferred to private individuals in 1879, the Government giving 
them certain privileges. The line is narrow gauge, or 914 
millims. broad. 

A South Eastern railroad is now projected for the purpose of 
opening up the country beyond the limits of the present lines 
in Yucatan, as described above, and for junctions with them, and 
to complete the railroad network in Yucatan. 

This line will open up the most fertile part of the State 
chiefly occupied by the Indians, and while bringing them under 
the authority of the Government, will improve the valuable 

-lands held by them, thus bringing a large contingent of hands 
for agricultural purposes, so much needed in the State. It will 
also establish new and important points on the Eastern Coast of 
this State in order to stop contraband trade and the illegal 
cutting of logwood and other timber. 

The concessions granted to the company by the Federal 
Government, dated respectively May, 1897, and March, 1898, 
allow for the construction of the following lines :— 

1. From Peto to the Bay of Espirito Santo, with a branch to 
Bay of Ascension, about 190 kiloms., or 165 on main and 25 on 
branch. 

2. From Valladolid to join a point on above-mentioned main 
line about 58 kiloms. : 

3. From a point between the Peto line (No. 1) to the River 
Hondo on Belize frontier, about 160 kiloms. 

It might be well for British capitalists to look into this 
matter, as an immense amount of virgin country is to be opened 
up that is absolutely unknown, even to the natives. 

The American Consul-General at Mexico reports that the 
Mexican Senate has approved the contract, dated 12th October, 


| 
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1898, between the Secretary of Communications of the Republic 
and José Maria Botella, for the construction of a railway from 
Parral, in the State of Chihuahua, to Minas Nuevas, with the 
privilege of extending the same to the mining district of Con- 
cepcion. The Senate has also approved the contract with 
Mariano Gallardo and Anacarsis Peralta for the construction of 
two lines of railway in the States of Tabasco and Chiapas, the 
starting points of one of which is Pichucalco, and the other 
Teapa. 

ontling to another United States consular report, a com- 
pany, under the name of the Chicago, St. Louis, and Texas Air 
Line Railway Company, has been chartered to build a road 
from San Antonio to Brownsville, Tex., and the entire route 
has been surveyed. The commencement of this road should 
undoubtedly result in the building of a road from Matamoros 
to Mexico City. It seems strange that a road has not already 
been constructed, not only because it would traverse a country 
of the most varied resources—agricultural, grazing, and min- 
ing—but it would be by from 400 to 600 miles the shortest 
route from Mexico City to the large manufacturing cities in the 
central and eastern part of the United States. 

The Tehuantepec Railway.—This railway, which was com- 
pleted in a provisional manner in 1894, commences at Coatza- 
coalcos, at the extreme south of the Gulf of Mexico (about 
18° 9' north and 94° 24’ west) and ends on the Pacific Coast 
at Salina Cruz (about 16° 5’ north and 95° 20’ west), a total 
distance of 308 kilometres, or 192 miles. It is of standard 
English gauge (4 ft. 8} ins.), with a ruling gradient of 2.40 per 
cent. about 1 in 40), which latter, however, exists for only a 
short distance, and can, with little expenditure be eliminated; 
giving a ruling gradient not exceeding 1 in 60 or 70. 

The line runs for a distance of 150 kilometres from the 
Atlantic Coast at levels varying from 3 metres to 50 metres 
above sea level, then gradually rises till it crosses the ridge .of 
hills at a point about 200 kilometres from Coatzacoalcos, at a 
height of 250 metres (885 feet) above sea level, thence falling 
to the Pacific Coast where it terminates at a bay protected by 
hills from the well-known “ Northers.” 

The permanent-way consists of 56 Ibs. (in places 70 Ibs.) rails 
laid on native wood sleepers. There are several good steel 
bridges, but in general the openings are of the American type 
of wooden trestles. 

There are 23 stations on the line, with workshops at Coatza- 
coalcos. 

The rolling-stock consists of 17 locomotives, 14 passenger 
cars, and 368 waggons of various kinds. For the existing local 
traffic there are two passenger and two goods trains per week: 
each way. 

At Coatzacoaleos the railway is connected with a small timber 
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jetty at which coasting steamers call. At Salina Cruz an iron 
jetty was erected, but being unprotected, it was destroyed by a 
tidal wave, consequently there is at present no actual inter- 
oceanic traffic. 

In 1895 the number of passengers carried was 38,540, giving 
a revenue of $47,326, while goods traffic was 8,012 tons, equal 
to $57,684. Total gross revenue, $105,010. In 1896 this had 
increased to $124,424. 

The line was built, and has been worked by the Mexican 
Government. 

The Government of Mexico has now completed arrangements 
with Messrs. S. Pearson & Son, Ltd., of London, by which the 
Tehuantepec Railway will be put in first-class order for heavy 
traffic; harbours will be built at the termini capable of taking 
the largest ocean steamers at all states of weather. In addition 
to this Messrs. Pearson are authorised to establish lines of 
steamers on the Pacific. 

With reference to Mexican railways in general, a despatch, 
dated 10th June, has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Minister at Mexico transmitting copies of a new law 
affecting railways, both actual and projected, which contains 
many points of interest, not only for present, but for future 
investors in such undertakings. 

The provisions chiefly affecting existing Mexican railways are 
those concerning tariff rates for both passenger and freight 
traffic. These give to the Government very large powers of 
control; Article 99 treats of refunds and rebates, and Article 
112 embodies the “long and short haul” clause of the 
United States Interstate Commerce Commission. Article 
118 forbids any and every attempt at creating a tariff 
under which foreign merchandise should be conveyed over 
Mexican lines at a lower rate than Mexican produce, 
or enjoy any privileges which are not granted to national 
goods; and Article 154 provides for the application of all the 
provisions of the new law to existing railways which do not con- 
flict with the provisions of their original concession. 

The most startling innovation, and one affecting existing and 
future railways alike, is the extended power granted by the 
new law to Government Inspectors (chapter ix.). By Article 
153, such inspectors are even authorised to attend meetings of 
the Board of Directors, Council of Administration and of the 
local board. Chapter xi. defines the penalties for infraction of 
this law, which are certainly severe. 

Under the provisions of this new law, as regards the terms of 
a concession, deposits, regulations for issue of stock, mortgages, 
and other similar details, it will be very difficult for any but 
rich and powerful syndicates to undertake the building of new 
lines in Mexico. It is, amongst other conditions, provided in 
Article 77, section 2, that henceforward the subvention shall 
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not be paid on sections of less than one hundred kilometres of 
line built and approved by the Department of Communications 
and Public Works, and by Article 74 only five years’ exemption 
from payment of duties on material for the construction and 
equipment of any new line is allowed. The deposit per kilo- 
metre necessary for the granting of a new concession is raised 
to $200 (about 20/.) for the main lines and to $50 for local 
railways. 
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IV.—THE. FOREST AND MINERAL WEALTH OF THE 
EGYPTIAN SOUDAN. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Agent and 
Consul-General at Cairo, a report by Sir William Garstin, 
K.C.M.G., on the Egyptian Soudan, of which the following is 
an extract 

A very possible source of future wealth to the Soudan lies in 
the vast forests which line the banks of the Upper Blue Nile 
and extend, in an easterly direction, to the Abyssinian frontier. 
In the Bahr-el-Ghazal Province also, particularly in the Bongo 
country, large forest tracts exist. 

The ebony tree (Dalbergia melanozylon) is met with south 
of Karkauj, on the Blue Nile, and again in the vicinity of the 
Sobat River. This tree does not, in these latitudes, attain to a 
very large girth, 9 inches being apparently its maximum dia- 
meter. It must, however, be very common in these forests, as 
most of the principal houses in Omdurman are roofed with it. 
The value of Acacia arabica, from which the white and 
red gum is obtained, is well known; while the other kinds of 
acacia, Buch as Acacia nilotica (in Arabic, “Sant”), is the 
chief source of the fuel supply. 

A bamboo is met with in the ranges of hills to the south 
of Famaka, and, according to some, “mahogany” is found 
in the forests round Fazogl and in the Beni Shangul country. 

The means of transporting such woods can only be by the 
river. Unfortunately, neither the ebony nor the acacia will 
float in water, and, therefore, such transport is debarred in 
these cases. If a good and serviceable timber tree can be dis- 
covered in the Blue Nile forests which can be floated down the 
river to Egypt, a large source of revenue will undoubtedly have 
been found. Extensive saw-mills might be erected at Assouan, 
utilizing the power available at the dam, now under construc- 
tion, and an important timber trade might one day arise. 

On the White Nile, in the Bongo and Rohl districts, the 
india-rubber creeper (Landolphia florida) is found in great 
profusion. If the rubber yielded by this creeper be not of quite 
so good quality as that obtained from the Assam india-rubber 
tree (Ficus elastica), it is still of sufficient value to be counted 
as an important asset in the future trade of the Soudan. This 
plant, which has large laurel-shaped leaves, and a white flower 
resembling a jasmine, requires several years to mature befcre 
yielding rubber in any quantity. The natives obtain what they 
require by tapping the stem, usually in such a reckless manner 
that the creeper dies under the operation. The Assam india-rubber 
tree should certainly flourish well in most parts of the Soudan, 
more particularly south of Khartoum. Although this tree takes 
from twenty to thirty years to arrive at a girth sufficient to 
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permit of regular tapping, its yield is so valuable (about 3/. 
per tree per annum) that its introduction into the country is 
well worth attempting. 

It is very much to be hoped that a scientific examination of 
the Soudan forests may ere long be carried out under the super- 
intendence of an expert. An Indian forest officer (from Burmah 
for choice) might be deputed for this purpose. It is certain 
that much valuable information would be obtained from his 
report. Such an appointment needs no recommendation—its 
necessity is obvious. A trained forest officer could, moreover, 
render good service by advising the Government as to the best 
method of preserving the valuable fuel supply which at present 
exists on the banks of both rivers. This supply, although 
apparently inexhaustible, must speedily diminish, unless the 
cutting and felling of the areas is carried out upon some regular 
system which will permit of the young trees growing up and 
replacing those cut down. It is, of course, inevitable at pre- 
sent that the felling should be carried out in a wasteful manner. 
Fatigue parties are landed from the boats, and are required to 
cut the largest amount of wood in the shortest possible time. 
The men have no idea of the value of the trees, and naturally 
select those which are nearest to the water and easiest cut. 
Should this practice be continued, it is certain that a few years 
must see a great diminution in the belt adjacent to the river. 
On the Blue Nile even the valuable gum-producing acacias are 
being felled for fuel. 

Minerals.—Very little is known regarding the possibilities 
of mineral wealth in the Soudan. Until the country is more 
settled, an investigation of the mountainous regions of Kordofan 
and Darfur on the west, and of the Abyssinian frontier on the 
east, would be impossible. Iron ore is found in the Bahr-el- 
Ghazal province, and also in Darfur; while gold mines were 
at one time worked in the mountains south of Fazogl. 
Could coal be discovered, it would make a great change in the 
whole question of the Soudan. In a few years’ time it is pro- 
bable that the Geological Survey Department of Egypt will be 
able to depute parties to examine the Soudan. For the present 
nothing can be done. 
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V.—GERMAN COMMERCIAL STEAMERS FOR THE 
YANG-TSE-KIANG. 


It has been stated by a Bremen journal (the “ Weser 

Zeitung’) that the firm of Messrs. Rickmers has ordered the 

‘ construction of two large steel river boats, which are to be built 

in accordance with the system of the American Mississippi 

river boats, 7.e., with large raised houses on deck from fore to 

aft. These are intended to ply twice weekly between Shanghai 
and Hankow, a distance of about 600 English miles. 

There is a considerable Chinese passenger traffic between ihe 
above places and intermediate towns, such as Chinkiang, Kiu- 
kiang, Wuhu, &c., and the above-mentioned steamers will be 
fitted up so as to meet the requirements of this traffic. The 
goods traffic on the Yang-tse is also very important. ‘Lhe 
steamers will have twin screws and powerful triple-expansion 
engines, with capacity to steam twelve knots an hour fully laden. 
A relaiively small draught will enable the boats to work at all 
times of the year. The steamers have to be completed about 
the end of June, 1899, so that they may begin operation early 
in July. The line will sail under the name “ Rickmers Jantse 
Line,” under the German flag, and under Messrs. Rickmers’ 
house-flag, green-red-white with an R in the centre. 

A plot of ground has been bought at Hankow for the erection 
of warehouses, piers, sheds, &c., and this line will be the first to 
work a regular traffic on a Chinese river under the German flag. 
It may be mentioned that no coal will be used. The fuel will 
be entirely of the so-called “liquid fuel” or petroleum. 

Large tanks of about 90,000 tons capacity will be erected on 
the Chinese and Indian coasts, besides tanks of above 12,000 
tons capacity at Suez. It may also be remarked that the boats 
I which Messrs. Rickmers are constructing in Bremen in their 
i own yard for their East Indian line, will be fitted up for the 
| use of liquid fuel. 

The above notice appeared in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
| for November last, and it may now be added that, according to 
the “Kélnische Zeitung” a German firm, Arnhold, Karberg, 
il and Co., are about to place steamers on the Yang-tse, to 
commence running in October of this year. They are to ply 
between Shanghai and the German settlement at Hankow. The 
Bremen firm of Melchers and Co. have also given an 
order for four steamers, which are to’be ready by March next 
year, and are stated to be intended for regular traffic from 
Shanghai to Hankow and Ichang. 
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VI—HINTS TO BRITISH TRADERS IN LITHUANIA. 


The following notes on the commercial, manufacturing and 
agricultural centres in that part of the province of Lithuania 
which lies within the consular district of Warsaw, have been 
received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 
that city. 

Bialystok, population 64,000, is the centre of cloth manufac- 
ture in the district, and was at one time noted for its woollen 
cloths; but the manufacturers there are not making progress, 
and it is doubtful whether they can hold their own in competi- 
tion with Lodz. All factories of every description at Bialystok 
are in either German or Jewish hands, not one being owned or 
managed by a Russian, Pole, or foreigner of other than German 
extraction. By “German” is meant a person of German origin 
and generally of birth also, but who has been naturalised a 
Russian subject to avoid the factory regulations as to foreigners. 

The principal factories in the town of Bialystok are : — 

Cloth — 


1 German ...... 1000 hands employed ...... 600 h.-p 


And about 12 larger Jewish factories with a total of about 
1,000 hands and 400 h.p., and about 20 smaller employing 600 
hands and very little h.p., and there are also over a dozen 
factories for finishing the cloth. 


Tanneries— 
1 German ...... 200 hands employed ...... 80 h.-p. 
Hat Factories — 
1German ...... _ 800 120 ,, 
Plush — : 
1German ...... 300 80 ,, 
Tron and Machinery— 
Leather— 


4 factories in towns, and about 20 more near by. 
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In the above factories most of the engines are German, though 
some are Belgian. German machines are said to have quite 
taken the place of British at Bialystok, to which place no 
British are now imported, as the German are cheaper, much 
lighter, and do the work required just as well. The boilers 
used are either German or Russian, the price being about the 
same. 

Formerly all power looms were obtained from England, now 
75 per cent. come from Germany, 20 per cent. from Austria, and 
5 per cent. from England. 

No more British shearing machines are imported. For cloth 
machines are now got from Germany, Austria, and Belgium, 
and for silk from France, Italy, and Switzerland. 

The annual import of wool and worsted yarns from England 
formerly amounted to not less than 100,000/., but this has now 
dropped to a quarter of that sum, the remainder required being 
now obtained, some from Germany, but most from the wool mills 
at Warsaw, Lodz, and Sosnowice. The reasons that so much 
less is now imported from England are that (1) the fashion has 
changed and less is now required, and (2) that a buyer has to 
wait too long for it after giving the order in England. It is 
seldom he can get it from the British merchant under four 
months, by which time he may not want it at all, or want some- 
thing different. The market could be, to a great extent, re- 
gained if the stuff could be delivered for a certainty in six 
weeks, or two months at most, and if the buyers found that they 
could depend on having it in that time. 

Vilna, population 160,000, is an important town for trade, 
though of no importance whatever as a manufacturing centre. 
For the special sale of British goods there are two shops, one 
chiefly devoted to ironmongery, called the ‘English shop,” 
which, as is usual in Russia with shops so called, belongs to a 
German, and sells more German than British goods, and the 
other a shop belonging to a Scotchman, who appeared to be 
doing good business in various genuine British produce. There 
are also a couple of agents selling agricultural machinery, some 
of which is of British make. They have the usual complaint 
that British manufacturers could do so much more if they would 
not be so stiff. German travellers are always prepared to meet 
buyers in every way possible, both in style, delivery, and terms 
of payment. A German traveller will, however often do busi- 
ness in British goods where a British traveller would not. The 
latter take too high a hand, and are too much inclined to tell 
the buyer what he ought to want. 

Other imports to Vilna from Great Britain are colonial and 
apothecaries’ stores, in which a considerable business is done. 

Kovno.—The opening of the Libau-Romney Railway has 
taken away almost all the former importance of Kovno as a 
centre for the export of timber and grain by water to Germany. 
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Beyond two large iron foundries belonging to Germans, the 
town is nearly dead, from a commercial point of view. There 
would not appear to be any special demand or opening for 
British produce. 

Grodno.—The same may be said about Grodno, a town of 
poor but picturesque appearance. It is said to be the only town 
of its size in the Warsaw district without a tramway. ~ 

Minsk has a population of 90,000, of whom 66,000 are Jews, 
who have everything in their hands. There are no factories, and 
nothing British for sale beyond the usual articles for personal 
use. 
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VII—THE SPANISH WINE TRADE. 


A report on Spanish trade has been recently received at: the 
‘Foreign Office from the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy 
at Madrid, stating that the éxport of wine is at present. the 
most important trade in Spain, and during the year 1898 an 
increased business was done in all classes. 

The following table shows the value of the export of common 
wine in Spain during the last three years :— 


1896. 1897. 1898. 
Countries of 
destination. 
Currency. | Sterling. | Currency.| Sterling. | Currency. | Sterling. 
Pesetas. £ Pesetas. £ Pesetas. £& 
France |105,046,540 | 4,202,000 | 85,892,102 | 3,435,000 |108,272,252| 4,330,000 
Englend___... Hie ... | 2,764,820 110,000 | 4,005,237 160,000 | 4,261,774 170,000 
Rest of Europe and Africa | 5,134,260 205,000 | 5,870,370 235,000 | 7,508,864 300,000 
Cuba and Porto Rico cos 7,918,060 316,000 | 8,625,760 345,000 | 6,503,530 260,000 
Rest of America... «. | 9,551,660 382,000 | 9,670,515 387,000 | 10,671,034 426,000 
Asia and Oceania .., 767,020 31,000 | 1,437,502 57,000 543,206 21,000 
Total ... eee eee (131,182,360 | 5,247,000 |115,501,486 | 4,620,000 |157,760,660 | 5,510,000 


As is seen above the greater part of the common wine is ex- 
ported to France. 

In November last, increased duties were imposed by the 
French Government on Spanish wines imported into France, 
and the treaty recently entered into between France and Italy 
eer that country on equal terms with Spain, respecting the 

rench wine trade. 

These two facts caused considerable excitement at the time 
among Spanish wine growers, and it remains to be seen whether 
any permanent damage will be done to the Spanish trade by 
the increased competition. 

The consumption of common red Spanish wine is steadily in- 
creasing, but as yet has not reached any considerable propor- 
tions. Many excellent red wines are now manufactured in 
Spain, and English wine merchants would do well to encourage 
the taste for Spanish wine among their customers, as the in- 
creasing quantities manufactured provide an abundant supply 
of good wine at low prices. 

The wines made at Jerez, commonly known as sherry, also 
show an increase in the general export, although the quantities 
sent to England show a decrease of over 3,000,000 hectolitres 
as compared with 1896. 


The following table shows the value of the sherry exported 
during the last three years :— 
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1896 1897. 1898 
Countries of { 
destination. 
Currency. | Sterling.. } Currency. | Sterling. | Currency. Sterling. 
Pese Pesetas. Pesetas. 
England... ... | 5,672,040 | 227,000 | 5,043,020 | 201,000 | 4,687,800 187,000 
Rest of Europe and Africa } “2,103,000 84,000 | 1,506,720 000 | 2,058, 82,000 
Cuba and Porto Rico... 96,120 8,800, 40,920 1,600 37,34 1,500 
Rest of Amcrica ... ... | 1,654,820 66,000 | 1,302,770 52,000 | 1,767,480 70,000 
Asia and Oceania «.. 40,080 1,600 74,160 3,000 63, 2,500 
Total ... sae see | 12,680,280 507,000. | 11,158,390 j 446,000 | 14,180,780 567,000 


The export of other full bodied wines also shows a consider- 
able increase, and the improvement in their quality, owing to 
greater care in manufacturing, will probably cause an increased 
demand as their merits become better known. 

The value of the export of these full bodied wines during the 
last three years was a3 follows :— 


1896. 1897. 1898. 
Countries of 
destination. 
Currency. | Sterling. Currency. | Sterling. | Currency. | Sterling. 
Pesetas. £ Pesetas. £ Pesetas. £ 
France oe oe oes 77,910 3,000 53,370 2,100 468,720 18,700 
10,220 400 37,860 1,500} 156,240 6,000 
Rest of Europe and Africa 15,470 600 118,160 4,700 139,370 5,500 
Cuba and Porto Rico ea 55,020 2,200 99,330 4,000 35,070 1,400 
Rest of America... Se 429,940 17,000 353,960 14,000 394,520 16,000 
Asia and Oceania... 8,050 300 22,960 900 8,680 300 
| a cae 596,610 | 24,000 | 685,610 | 27,000 | 1,202,600 48,000 


The principal ports for the exportation of common wines are 
Barcelona, from which wine valued at 42,000,000 pesetas 
(1,680,000/.) was exported in 1897; Valencia, 22,000,000 pesetas 
(880,000/.); Alicante, 16,000,000 pesetas (640,000/.); Huelva, 
Pasajes, Vineroz in Castellon, and Cadiz. 

Sherry is naturally almost entirely exported from the prg- 
vince of Cadiz. Other full-bodied wines are exported from 
Barcelona, Santa Pola in Alicante, Cadiz, and Tarragona.— 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2245.) 
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VIII.—THE OILSEEDS AND WHEAT CROPS OF 
BRITISH INDIA—1898-99. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, 
copies of memorandum relating to the oilseeds and wheat crops 
of British India for 1898-99, as follows :— 

Oilseeds—Of Northern India it may be said that the oil- 
seed harvest was good in Bengal alone. In that province both 
linseed and rapeseed did very well under the influence of ex- 
cellent seasonal conditions, and the crop of both was relatively 
large. In Assam the mustard crop was not good. Proceeding 
westward, the reports from the north-western provinces say that 
the conditions at sowing time were such as to lead to a contrac- 
tion in the area placed under these seeds (sown by themselves), 
and though the crop on the whole did well enough, except for 
some injury to rapeseed from the unusually hard frosts of the 
winter, the yield to the acre was much smaller than in 1898. 
A larger area was covered by these seeds grown with other 
crops, but here also the yield left something to be desired, 
especially in the case of rapeseed. In the Punjab the condition 


of the rapeseed crop was still worse, the area sown being greatly 


reduced owing to insufficient rain when sowings were about to 
be made, and the yield was smaller in even greater propor- 
tion than the reduced area, the crop being injured b 
drought when maturing. In the adjacent province of Sind the 
conditions of the Punjab rapeseed crop repeated themselves as 
the result of a poor inundation. 

In Central and Western India the harvest was, on the whole, 
much worse than in Northern India. In the Central Provinces, 
though a larger area was sown, the season was adverse, and the 
yield relatively small. The results were also very poor in Bom- 
bay, and still more so in Berar and the Nizam’s Territory. 


The area and yield are, approximately, for all the reporting 
provinces :— 


Acres. Tons. Acres. Tons. 
1896-1897 7,385,000 391000 | 11,584.0 0 818,000 
1897-1898 6,142,000 446,000 | 12,202,000 | 1,119,000 
1898-1899 ---| 6,398,000 421,060 | 11,703,000 980,600 


The yield of both seeds in 1898 was unusually good, a feature 
which is known to follow a prolonged drought during which the 
land has been at rest. The crop just reaped was not so good, 
and though it was much better than the average, it must be 


| 
| | 
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noted that the average is that of a period containing a series of 
bad seasons. 

Wheat.—The conditions for the successful growth of wheat 
were, on the whole, very favourable in Bengal and in the North- 
western provinces, and in those tracts the yield of the harvest 
exceeded the good returns of 1898 and were greatly in excess 
of the average of recent years, affected as this was by consecu- 
tive bad seasons. These good conditions, however, did not 
extend to the Punjab. In that province the season was pro- 
nouncedly adverse, insufficient rain, which injured the crop, 
being followed by unusually hard frosts, then by rust and 
insects, and finally storms and high winds when the grain was 
on the threshing floors. The outcome was a yield much smaller 
than would have been taken from the area sown in the good 
season, the crop on land not protected by irrigation sustaining 
great injury. In the adjacent province of Sind also, the de- 
ficiency in the inundation resulting from the absence of rain 
led to similar results. 

In Central and Western India, too, the conditions were gene- 
rally not favourable to the reaping of a fine wheat harvest. Over 
most part of this region the rain which enables sowings to be 
made held off thereafter, or the monsoon ended too soon, and 
the drought interfered seriously with the progress of growth. 
From a great many places, too, reports have been received of 
injury caused by rust and rats, as well as by frost. In Bombay 
rain in September and good rain in the winter restored the 
position, and the yield was good; but in the Central Provinces 
and Berar the harvest was very poor. 

In the principal wheat producing provinces the quantity 
harvested compares as follows with the harvest of 1898 :— 


Provinces. . 1898. 1899, 

Tons. Tons. 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh 1,774,000 1,809,609 
Bombay and Sind ... oo oes 805.000 734,000 
Bengal ose ose oes 593,000 667,00) 
Central Provinces ... 543,000 459,000 


The total area and yield of all the reporting provinces are 
estimated at :— 


Average of five years ending Acres. Tons. 
1896-1397... eve ote «| 23,936,100 5,926,500 
1897-1893... ase 22,771,200 6,655,300 
1898-1899... ove 23,200,600 6,209, 109 


| 
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IX.—TRADE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the annual report 
by the Collector of Customs for the colony of Western Aus- 
tralia, in which it is stated that the phenomenal progress 
of the colony during 1896 and the first eight months of 
1897 received a somewhat severe check in many ways 
during 1898. The people of Western Australia, realising 
that the boom-times of the period before referred to could not 
last for ever (as the influx of outside capital had almost entirely 
ceased concurrently with the abnormal arrival of population), 
commenced to be cautious in their dealings, and it was then 
that the previous over-trading became apparent. Notwith- 
standing this state of affairs, the volume of trade for the year, 
as will be seen by the following table, is only 156,692. less than 
1897, and this with a total of 10,201,971/., the item which 
brought up the amount to such a satisfactory sum being the 
export of gold bullion. 


Value of Imports and Exports, 1897 and 1898. 


1897. 1898. 
£ 

Total value of imports of merchandise © ... ¥s 6,350,515 5,106,246 
vg a. coin (gold, silver and bronze) ote 65,850 135,300 

gold and silver bullion 2,200 419 
Total value of all imports oe «| 6,418,565 5,241,965 

Total value of exports of merchandise ... pea 749,042 954,308 
Exports of coin (gold, silver and bronze) ... one 626,080 15,000 
Exports of gold bullion sols one eos is 2,564,976 3,990,698 
Total value of all exports oe --.| 3,940,098 4,960,006 

Total value of imports and exports on | 10,358,663 10,201,971 
Decrease ... oes 156,692 


From the above it will be seen that the value of merchandise 
exported during the year 1898 exceeded that of 1897 by 
205,266/., which must be regarded as highly satisfactory; the 
principal increases being in guano, pearl-shell, skins, hides, and 
timber. It will also be noticed that there is a decrease of 
611,080/. in the exportation of coin (gold, silver, and bronze). 

Imports—The decrease on all imports for the year is 
1,176,600/., or 183 per cent. 


| | 

| 
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With reference to agricultural, dairy and domestic pro- 
duce, the ‘report (states that the bright prospects referred 
to in a previous report have been more than main- 
tained--so much so, that there has been a marked 
decrease in the importation of many lines under this 
heading, notably in flour, grain, hay, chaff, and fruits (green). 
Although this means a loss to the revenue through Customs, it 
is eminently satisfactory to find that the soil of the colony 
(which in many parts is well adapted to the cultivation of those 
articles referred to) is being made use of, although, by no means 
to its fullest extent. However, there is reason to believe that it 
is merely a question of a few years before all such produce will 
become articles of export instead of, as at present, imports, as 
extensive areas of land are being constantly taken up and 
cultivated by experienced men. 

The principal increases are in potatoes, onions, and butter, 
and these, unquestionably, should be produced locally to meet 
the fullest possible demand. With regard to another item, viz., 
eggs, it seems incredible that it has been necessary to import 
during the year 52,667/. worth over and above the quantity pro- 
duced in the colony. That there exists an admirable opening 
for the establishment of dairy and poultry farms cannot. be 
doubted, and it may be remarked that the farmers and agri- 
culturalists are now afforded splendid facilities for getting their 
produce to market by means of an admirable system of railways 
running through the south-western portion of the colony. 

Exports—The value of exports in 1897 amounted ta 
3,940,0987. The principal increase appears under the heading 
of gold, but this is only what was anticipated; other exports, 
however, as already noted above, have increased substantially, 
notably timber, wool, guano, pearl-shell, skins, and hides; and 
altogether the aspect of the export trade is decidedly encourag- 
ing. 

The following is a list of the principal exports for the last 
four years :— 


Articles. 1895. 1896. 1897, 1898. 
£ 

Coin(gold,silver and bronze) 4,500 92 626,080 15,000 
Gold... 879,748 1,068,808 2,564,977 3,990,698 
Guano 200 4,506 3,250 9,386 
Copper 12,952 100 1,033 4,266 

9,703 4,338 3,275 2,760 
*Pearls 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 
Pearl-shell ... sie way 27,298 30,213 40,253 78,784 
Sandalwood at ai 30 863 65,800 49,480 31,812 
Skins and hides... itl 18,941 18,569 37,996 60,226 
Timber ses 88,146 116,420 192.451 326,195 
Wool ase ois one 183,510 267,506 295,616 287,731 


* Estimated. 


j 
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The following table shows the quantities and values of gold 
exported from the colony since the precious metal has first been 


discovered :— 
Gold Exports, 1886-98. 
Year. Quantities. Value. 

i ozs. & 
i 1892 59,548 226,284 
Total ... ... 2,692,803 10,232,654 


4 
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X.—THE WIRE INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The announcement by the American Iron and Steel Associa- 
tion of the statistics of production of wire rods for the past year 
calls attention to the remarkable expansion of this industry in 
the United States. The wire rod production in 1898 was the 
largest in the history of the business in the country. It 
amounted to 1,071,683 gross tons, exceeding the production of 
the previous year by over 100,000 tons or more than 10 per cent. 
The “Iron Age” states that the great production in 1898 was 
not in the nature of a recovery from depression to any extent, as 
might be said of some other branches of the iron and steel trade, 
but represented vigorous growth. The course of this industry 
can only be traced statistically from 1888, in which year the 
American Iron and Steel Association for the first time began to 
separate the figures for wire rods from those of other rolled pro- 
ducts. Up to 1882 the output of wire rods in the United States had 
been quite small, probably not more than 25,000 to 50,000 tons 
annually, but after the erection of the improved Garrett mill 
at Cleveland in that year the production rapidly jumped, until 
the industry became so important that in 1888 the output began 
to be published separately. The annual production from that 
time has been as follows :— 


Years. Gross tons, | Years. Gross tons. 
1893 537,272 | x 


These figures show that the development of the wire rod 
industry, which, of course, means the wire business, has very 
steadily increased. 

The only falling-off experienced was in 1893, and again in 
1896, in both of which years extraordinary influences operated 
to prostrate all business. But in each case a recovery occurred 
in the following year which more than filled the gap which had 
been made. The output doubled from 1888 to 1892, and doubled 
again from 1893 to 1898. The present year will undoubtedly 
show a handsome gain on the production of last year. 


| 
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XI—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES 
IN AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS. 


The fiscal year 1898 was a remarkable one in the history of 
the United States foreign trade. While the exports were 
decidedly the largest ever recorded, the imports were exception- 
ally small. For every dollar’s worth of foreign merchandise 
brought into the country nearly two dollars’ worth of American 
commodities found a market in other lands. The value of the 
domestic exports reached the enormous sum of 252,144,149/., 
exceeding the record-breaking figures of the preceding year by 
37,059,2317. 

The 1898 imports, on the other hand, with a value of only 
128,343,678/., exhibited a decline of 30,975,158/. from the 
figures of the year before, and were the smallest since 1889. 


-As compared with the imports, the domestic exports showed an 


excess of 123,801,471/., or more than twice the excess for 1897, 
which was the largest previously reported. Of the merchandise 
of domestic origin that was shipped from the United States to 
foreign markets during the fiscal year 1898, 70.93 per cent., 
measured in value, consisted of the various products of Ameri- 
can agriculture. Without exception these were the largest 
agricultural exports ever sent from the United States, their 
total value reaching as high as 178,855,821/. The next highest 
value on record, that for 1892, was exceeded in 1898 by more 
than 10,416,667/. The increase over the figures reported for 
1897 amounted to 35,156,823/., making a gain of nearly 25 per 
cent. 

The United States Department of Agriculture points out that 
one of the interesting facts as regards the agricultural exports 
for 1898 is that they show a greater gain proportionately than 
the non-agricultural exports. In 1898, as has already been 
pointed out, products of agriculture formed 70.93 per cent. of 
the total shipments of domestic merchandise, whereas in 1897 
they formed only 66.84 per cent. The export trade in farm 
produce more than kept pace during 1898 with the remarkable 
that occurred in the exportation of American manv- 
actures. 

The falling-off in the agricultural imports during the fiscal 
year 1898 was almost as marked as the increase in the agric:l- 
tural exports. The United States purchases of foreign agri- 
cultural products in 1898 amounted to only 65,477,458/., as 
compared with 83,514,889/. in 1897, a decrease of 18,037,4311., 
or about 22 per cent. The value of the American farm produce 
sent abroad during 1898 was much more than double that of the 
agricultural imports, the excess of the former over the latter 
amounting to 113,378,363/7. In 1897 the excess on the side of 
the agricultural exports was only 60,184,109/., and in the years 
immediately preceding still smaller. 


| 
| 
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XII—THE AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY OF THE 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 


The following article on the agricultural industry of the 
Hawaiian Islands is based on a report by the director and 
chief chemist of the Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ Association, 
which has been published by the United States Department of 
Agriculture :— 

The Hawaiian group comprises some eight distinct islands, 
seven of which have a registered population. These islands are 
separated from one another by ocean channels that vary in 
width from the narrowest, covering six miles of sea, to the 
broadest, measuring 61 miles. The archipelago lies within the 
limits of latitude 19° to 22° 15” north, and of longitude 
154° 48" to 160° 20” west. The superficial areas composing 
the group, with their respective populations, are as follows :— 


Area and Population. 
Islands. Areas. Population. 

Acres. Persons, 

Hawaii 2,000,000 33,285 
Maui ... one ose een 400,000 17,726 
Oahu (seat of Government) 360,000 40,205 
Molokai 200,060 2,307 
Lanai 100,000 105 
Nuhau eee 70,000 164 
Kahoolawe ... 30,000 
Total ... 8,510,000 109,020 


The population record is the result of the census of 1896. 
Since that time, however, the total given has been appreciably 
added to, and the growth is in progress. 

The Hawaii Islands are wholly dependent on agriculture for 
their industrial maintenance. There has been no industry not 
directly agricultural up to the present date of their history. 
This fact makes it very urgent that the agricultural resources, 
so far the only source of wealth on the islands, should be 
developed along all possible lines and to the utmost limit. 

Sugar.—tThe production of sugar employs the major portion 
of the capital and labour upon the Hawaiian Islands; it also 
furnishes the bulk of the exports, and provides the wealth and 
maintenance of the great majority of the people. It is about 
sixty years since sugar was first produced for sale upon the 
islands. At that time the methods of cultivation and manu- 
facture were very crude, and the production was small. Even 
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so late as the year 1880 the total output is recorded as having 
been 30,000 tons. The total of Hawaiian exports for the year 
named amounted to $16,021,775, while the sales of sugar 
amounted to $15,390,422. These figures present at a glance 
both the sum of the trade which the islands transacted in 1897 
with foreign countries (over 99 per cent. of which was with the 
United States), and the dominant and vital part that sugar 
plays in the industrial existence of the country. 

Sugar is grown on Hawaii, Maui, Kauai, and Oahu, the four 
largest islands in the group, and its cultivation is about to com- 
mence on the islands of Molokai and Lanai. There are some 
sixty plantations now in operation, each one having its own 
mill or factory equipped for the manufacture of its own sugar. 
The sugar-growing and sugar-making capacities of these estates 
vary between less than 1,000 tons up to 20,000 tons of sugar 
per annum. 

‘Much of the low-level sedimentary areas bordering on the 
seashore is used for growing sugar, while the areas of rich, dark, 
red soils, located at comparatively low altitudes, are used ex- | 
clusively for this purpose. Very considerable breadths of the 
less fertile yellow and light-red soils, with larger stretches of 
uplands that reach up to 1,500 feet, and in locations as high 
as 2,000 feet, above the sea, are also used, so far as it is found 
profitable, for sugar growing. 

Rice.—At the present time rice occupies the second place in 
the area of production, and in the value of product. The total 
production cannot be exactly estimated, since a part is con- 
sumed upon the islands. The exports of rice for 1897 were 
— lbs., valued at $225,575. The home consumption is 
arge. 

The lands used for rice are chiefly the lowest flats found at 
the outlets of valleys and close on the sea. These lands are 
generally fertile, but often too low and swampy for cane 
culture. These locations are favoured with an abundance of 
sweet water, which is discharging to the sea, and this iJ an 
essential thing in rice culture. During the growth of the crop, 
and up to the time of maturity, the lands bearing rice are held 
under water, which is kept gradually flowing and not allowed to 
stagnate and sour on the ground. The rice growers are almost 
wholly Chinamen. This race is able to work and thrive under 
conditions of climate, &c., which other races do not appear 
able to endure. From lowland climatic action, which is liable 
to induce low fever, especially among Japanese, the Chinaman 
is apparently immune. Certain small areas of low bog lands in 
and about the suburbs of Honolulu are being rapidly drained, 
cultivated, and planted with vegetables or fruits, or overflowed 
with sweet running water to support the rice crop. 

The area of rice lands is not appreciably increasing. There 
is a tendency to use certain of these lands, when possible, for 
sugar growing, the present prices of sugar being very tempting. 
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Coffee.—The coffee berry is a natural product of Hawaii. It 
is growing wild upon several of the islands. These wild trees 
have reached a large growth, and they are still furnishing 
berries to the native Hawaiians. When the berry was first 
introduced into the country is not known. It passes as one of 
the growths indigenous to the islands. 

Coffee is being cultivated upon the four larger islands. On 
Maui and Kauai the work has not passed the experimenting 
stage in areas and results. On Oahu the production is, in one 
district, getting on to a commercial basis. It is to the island of 
Hawaii, however, that one must go in order to see what is being 
done, and to estimate the possibilities of the industry. 

There are four main coffee districts on the island of Hawaii, 
namely, Puna, Olaa, Kona, and Hamakua. 

An idea is obtained of the commercial importance of the coffee 
industry by observing the exports of the berry to other coun- 
tries. Foreign shipments, however, do not express anything 
like the volume of the total production, since the coffees used on 
the islands are chiefly home grown. The exports for 1897 were 
337,158 Ibs., valued at $99,696. These figures, however, not 
only do not represent the volume of production for the year 
stated, but they fall still further short of indicating the present 
basis of the industry. 

The coffee industry is in the hands of men of varied nationali- 
ties. Among these are found Germans, Portuguese, Americans, 
Englishmen, and Asiatics. The great body of coffee growers, 
however, are Anglo-Saxons. These men are, in the main, pro- 
spective and permanent settlers. If they succeed in their unJer- 
takings the country will be benefited by the addit.on of an 
industry which will bring with it a class of weighty and valu- 
able citizens. 

Fruits —tThe fruits that are grown in sufficient quantities for 
export are bananas and pine-apples, but it is not possible to 
give the figures of the total production. The home con- 
sumption of each fruit is very considerable, being consumed by 
all classes of the community. The exports of the two 
fruits respectively for the year 1897, most of which went to the 
United States, with a fractional portion to Canada, were as 
follows :—Bananas, 75,835 bunches, valued at $75,412; pine- 
apples, 149,515 pecks, valued at $14,423. ; 

These are the two chief fruits of the islands for which there 
is an ample market in the United States free from competitiva 
with the American articles. 
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XTII.—RATILWAYS IN VENEZUELA. 


Venezuela, according to the “Venezuelan Herald,” has the 
following railways:—The La Guaira and Caracas Railroad, 
length 36} kilometres; the Great Venezuelan Railroad (Ger- 
man), 179 kilometres; Central Railroad of Venezuela, 60 kilo- 
metres ;. the South-west Railroad, 88 kilometres; the Bolivar 
Railroad, 88} kilometres; La Ceiba Railroad, 90 kilometres; 
Puerto Cabello and Valencia Railway, 54 kilometres; San 
Carlos del Zulia and Merida, 60 kilometres; Tachira Railroad, 
114 kilometres; Guanta Railroad, 36 kilometres; Cora and La 
Vela Railroad, 13} kilometres; Carenero Railroad, 33 kilo- 
metres. This is a total of 852 kilometres, or about 530 miles. 
There are in the country, in addition, two short steam tramways. 
These roads are of as many as three or four different gauges, so 
that the rolling stock of one cannot pass upon the lines of 
another. The line most familiar to visitors to Venezuela is 
that one connecting La Guayra, the principal port, with 
Caracas, the capital. The history of this line dates from about 
1880. During the first eleven months of the year 1898 there 
were transported over the line 48,223 passengers. The com- 
pany also did a very considerable freight business. It is an 
English corporation, and the line is one of the most beautiful 
and picturesque in the world, running among the mountains 
to a high altitude amid very interesting scenery. The com- 
pany operates 18 locomotives, 112 freight cars, and 25 pas- 
senger cars. 

The largest railway undertaking in Venezuela is the Great 
Venezuelan Railroad, or the German railroad, for which 
Krupp, the great ironmaster, received the concession in 1887. 
The company has a capital of 75,000,000 bolivares, or about 
$15,000,000. The line connects Caracas with Valencia, a city 
some distance in the interior and to the west of Caracas. There 
is very difficult engineering on this road. It passes over 218 
bridges and through 86 tunnels of greater or less length. In 
eleven months of 1898 the company carried 153,368 passengers. 

Another line of importance is the Puerto Cabello and Va- 
lencia Railway, which connects Valencia with the sea-port town 
of Puerto Cabello. The road is broad gauge, being operated by 
an English company. This line also runs through a very moun- 
tainous country, starting at the sea level and rising to a maxi- 
mum elevation of 1,950 feet. Valencia is itself 1,570 feet above 
sea level. The road is only 34 miles long, and to accomplish 
this rise a rack incline is necessary. This is on the Abt system, 
there being three parallel rack bars in the centre of the track. 
Adhesion locomotives are used for the ordinary inclines, of 
which the company owns seven, all built by Diibs and Co., of 
Glasgow. There are three rack locomotives in the service. The 
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entire distance of 34 miles, including 2} miles on the rack is 
made in two hours and seven minutes. 

Some of the roads are naturally of rather small importance, 
financially and commercially. For instance, the South-west 
Railroad, which runs for 88 kilometres from El Hacha to Bar- 
quisimeto, carried only 7,557 passengers during the entire year 
1898, and the Bolivar Railroad, from Tucacas to the mines of 
Aroa, still fewer. These lines, however, do a pretty good busi- 
ness in freights. 

Concerning the Guanta Railroad, it is interesting to note that 
this is the line specially made for the exploitation of the coal 
mines of Naricual, and has been successively the property of 
French and English companies. It is at present owned by the 
Venezuelan Government; is 36 kilometres long, gauge 1.07 
metres, and has four bridges. The date of the concession is 
20th April, 1882, and the capital of the company 1,500,000 
bolivares. As recently reported in the American papers, this 
road will shortly pass, if Congress approve, into the hands of 
an Italian group as lessees, who undertake to pay an ann tal 
rent of 104,000 bolivares, plus a royalty of 50 centimes per ton 
of coal mined. 
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XIV.—LIGHT RAILWAYS IN ARGENTINA. 
From an American Point of View. 


The following report on light railways in Argentina has 
been drawn up by the United States Consul at Buenos Ayres :— 

On 31st December, 1897, the legislature of the Province of 
Buenos Ayres passed a law authorising the construction of light 
railways of 1 metre (3.28 feet) gauge throughout the province. 
The Government was to fix the tariffs, regulate the construction 
and working of the lines, and the right to expropriate any rail- 
way so constructed at cost price was retained; so that is was 
difficult to determine what benefit there could be for the con- 
cessionnaires. 

Moreover, there were two articles in this law capable of any 
interpretation that the authorities might like to give them, 
when the railways were once built; for instance, paragraph 3 
of Article 5 says :— 

- The lines may be laid upon the public roads, or on one side 
of same, so long as they are constructed under the required con- 
ditions, and the company is bound to keep them in order. 

The Consul is of opinion that this might be construed to refer 
to the whole road, and that there does not appear to be in the 
law any article giving the right to expropriation of land, co 
that the company would be bound to use the roads or be at the 
mercy of the landowner, equally disastrous alternatives. 

Article 6 says :— 

Every company shall be bound to construct the works neces- 
sary to guarantee the efficient working and security of the rail- 


way. 

As Article 5 gives the Government the right “to regulate 
the construction and working of the lines,” it is at least pre- 
sumable that it will dictate to the company any works that it 
may consider necessary for “ efficient working and security.” 

It would appear that concessionnaires have made little effort 
to obtain permission to construct light railways under the above 
law. Six months later (July, 1898), the supplementary regu- 
lations appeared ; these applied chiefly to the form in which the 
petitions for concessions shall be made, the periods allowed for 
presentation of plans, execution of works, &c., and, in agree- 
ment with the law itself, left all powers in the hands of the 
ee to whom the companies would be bound hand and 

oot. 

For instance, Articles 25 to 29 prescribe that fences, barriers, 
signals, and continuous brakes shall not be exacted except when 
the Government shall think fit, and a company would hardly be 
willing to accept such indefinite conditions. The regulations for 
working are as numerous and as vague as those for construction, 
and it does not appear what profits a railway company can gain, 
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by the time it complies with all the conditions expressed and 
implied in this law. 

But apart from these considerations, the question presents 
itself, With what capital are these light railways in the Pro- 
vince of Buenos Ayres to be built? And, secondly, Are they to 
be constructed with a view to competing with existing broad- 
gauge lines, or as feeders to them ? 

To the first question the answer would probably be, “ With 
foreign capital,’ and for railway purposes it is hardly likely to 
be other than British capital. If this be admitted as correct, it 
disposes at once of the second question, for it is improbable such 
capital would be forthcoming for the purpose of competing with 
the Great Southern, Central Argentine, Buenos Ayres and 
Rosario, Western, and Pacific railways. ‘ 

Another difficulty lies in the condition (article 5, paragraph 1) 
that the roads shall be metre gauge, as this would involve tran- 
shipment of produce; further, each light railway branch would 
need repairing shops, running sheds, &c., for the same reason 
that the difference in gauge would not allow the light railway 
engines or waggons to run into the broad-gauge railway shops 
for repairs. As feeders, therefore, it would appear that the light 
railways can hardly be a success, unless the law be modified and 
equal gauge allowed. 


| 
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XV.—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF KOREA. 


‘Korean trade for 1898 shows a falling-off in comparison with 
the year 1897. The following particulars as to the total ex- 
ports and imports are given as trustworthy in a recent United 
States consular report :— 

The total trade for 1898 shows a decrease as compared 
with that of the year 1897. This is accounted for by the 
fact that the effects of the scarcity of rice, due to the short 
crop of the summer of 1897, have not been dissipated by the 
generous crop of 1898, and the people seem inclined not to part 
with their food supply as readily as in former years of plenty. 

Manchester sheetings are being largely replaced by Japanese 
cotton yarns, which are woven by the women on their hand 
looms at home. As the labour of women is not considered of 
any value, a more durable cloth is obtained for less money than 
would be paid for the imported article. The import of shirtings 
and sheetings for 1898 is estimated to be 500,000 pieces, with 
13 pieces to a picul.* It is estimated that within a few years 
Korean imports will show a percentage of 90 per cent. Japanese 
yarns to 10 per cent. sheeting and shirtings, instead of just the 
opposite, as has lately prevailed. 

The Koreans can not, apparently, resist the temptation to run 
into debt when the opportunity occurs. They seem not to con- 
sider the day of payment, but rather trust to some lucky chance 
for release from the obligation. This tendency, and the strange 
complacency of large Chinese firms, as well as of some Japanese 
in allowing credit to irresponsible Koreans, has had quite a 
paralysing effect on Chemulpo trade of late, as the Chinese have 
begun to sue for the amounts due to them. This frightens a cer- 
tain class of trade away from the port. Japanese and Chinese 
have acquired so much real estate through the foreclosure of 
mortgages, that the Korean Government has begun to object 
to recording title deeds lest the city of Seoul and other places 
slip entirely into the hands of these foreigners. Koreans possess 
the feeblest commercial instinct. Their shops are almost always 
little booths, where the owner sits surrounded by his wares; 
and if a purchaser chances to ask for a thing out of the mer- 
chant’s reach while the latter is enjoying a quiet pipe or for 
some other reason does not wish to be disturbed, he will reply 
that the article is out of stock. 

A foreigner, some time ago, desiring to find an article for 
export, decided on certain artistic mats, and, having agreed 
upon a price, asked the dealer how soon he could furnish him 
with 5,000 of them. The man replied promptly that if he 


*Picul = 1334lbs, 
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wanted as many as that he would have to charge double the 
rice. 

* In view of these conditions, Korean cities will probably fare 
as have Manila, Bangkok, and other places in the Far East, 

where the thrifty Chinese merchant has replaced the native 
trader. 

Akin to the mercantile apathy of the people is the reluctance 
with which they allow other people to do what they seem unable 
to accomplish themselves. The idea seems to prevail among 
the Koreans that anything Korean is greatly desired by the 
outside world. This may be accounted for by the fact that for 
centuries they completely closed their doors to all comers. Now, 
when a foreigner asks for a right to develop some dormant 
Korean interest, suspicion is at once aroused, and the thing, 
which may have possessed no previous value in the estimation 
of the owner, at once seems to be a most desirable possession. 

This is notably true of the coal mines. Koreans heat their 
houses by means of flues, laid under a tight stone and cement 
floor, sealed with a strong layer of oiled paper. The fuel for 
these flues is wood, grass, and brush. This fuel has to be 
transported on the backs of men, bulls, or ponies for a long 
distance, and is therefore very expensive. Korea has large 
deposits of smokeless coal which foreigners have shown is well 
adapted for use in their heating system, which would be a great 
saving in expense, while the proper development of these mines 
would furnish a much-needed coal supply for other purposes. 
So far, all attempts to obtain a coal-mining concession have 
failed, and these deposits lie practically neglected, except that 
a little rotten surface coal is got out each year and sold to 
foreigners at about 37s. per ton. As this stuff is mostly dust 
by the time it reaches its destination, it is mixed with red clay 
and made up into balls by hand, which burn excellently, but 
are unnecessarily costly in a country where good coal should be 
readily available at a low price. 

A Russian company has just received a licence to catch whales 
off the coast of Korea and bring them to one of three ports on 
the east coast of the peninsula, for the purpose of cutting them 
up for shipment. These ports have been so used by this com- 
pany for some time, but as this use was held to be a violation of 
treaty, the Korean Customs seized a Russian whaling vessel, 
and detained her for a couple of weeks, for which detention 
an indemnity was demanded, followed by a request for 
the above licence. It seems to have been held that as the 
Japanese have been in the habit of fishing along the Korean 
coast, the same right should be granted to others. The Japanese, 
however, have this right by virtue of certain regulations agreed 
upon between the two Governments in November, 1889, by 
which Japanese fishermen pay certain fees for fishing licences. 

Penalties are provided for violation of these regulations, and 
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whales are not included in the licence. The Koreans themselves 
are indifferent fishermen, and neglect this promising industry, 
though, as fish are common and plentiful in the market, the 
demand is probably supplied. , 

The Russians who take whales off the coast of Korea cut up 
the blubber and flesh, salt it, and send it to Japan for sale as 
food. The Japanese consume large quantities of this meat. The 
market seems to be extensive, and the prices good. This Russian 
company employs several vessels in catching the whales, which 
are shot from steamships, and towed ashore to be cut up and 
salted. As the whale-bone is inferior, but little attention is 
paid to this, the large bones being sent to Japan for manure. It 
is stated that during 1898 2,030,912 lbs. of whale flesh were 
imported into Nagasaki alone. 

The Seoul-Chemulpo Railway, a road 25 miles in length, 
connecting Seoul, the capital of Korea, with Chemulpo, 
the chief port of the country, was being built at a 
cost of about 300,000/., including an extensive iron bridge 
over the Han River which was to cost 38,000/. The 
material was mostly on the ground, and the earth work was 
almost completed, together with the abutments of the bridge 
about completed, together with the abutments of the bridge 
and an extensive sea wall and reclaimed foreshore, when, on 
31st December last, the concession and properties were sold to a 
Japanese syndicate. This is the first railroad built in Korea, 
and the materials and equipment are almost entirely from 
America. The Japanese have a concession to connect Seoul 
with the port of Fusan, several hundred miles distant at the 
extreme southern end of the peninsula. Engineers are now 
going over the proposed route. 

A French syndicate holds a concession for a railroad to con- 
nect Seoul with the north-western border, where at one time it 
was supposed such a line would connect with the Russian lines 
in Manchuria. There seems to be no present indication that 
this road will be built. 

The contractor for the Seoul-Chemulpo Railway is just com- 
pleting the construction of an overhead-trolley electric street 
railroad of some 6 miles in length, in Seoul, for a Korean com- 
pany. The materials for this road are from America and 
Japan, the car bodies having been neatly constructed by the 
Japanese. 

During the past year, a concession was granted to an English 
syndicate for a mining district to be hereafter selected, and to 
be worked for a period of twenty-five years upon terms some- 
what similar to those of the American and German concessions 
—that is, upon a payment to the Korean Government of one- 
fourth of the net proceeds of such work. 

The American gold mines in the northern province of Peng 
‘Yang are becoming promising, judging by the activity with 
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which the work is prosecuted. This company employs nearly 
forty Americans at its mines, which include the whole district 
of Woon San, some 1,000 square miles. The work at present 
is in rock, though the placers are good, and will receive atten- 
tion later. The company at present works only twenty stamps, 
but forty stamps more, from the Union Iron Works, are being 
erected. Some one thousand two hundred Koreans are employed 
in and about the mines in various capacities, and as miners the 
are considered excellent. The prospects are so good that the 
company is contemplating the enlargement of its facilities in 
various ways. 
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XVI—THE MATCH INDUSTRY OF JAPAN. 


Note.—The average exchange value of the Japanese yen was 2s. 13d. in 1894, 
2s, 1d. in 1895, 2s, 2d. in 1896, and Qs. O4d. in 1897. 

A: report on the match industry of Japan, drawn up by Mr. 
RB. G. E. Forster, Acting British Consul at Yokohama, has been 
received at the Foreign Office through H.M. Minister at Tokio. 

The following is an extract from the report in question, which 
contains a good deal of information that has not before been 
made public :— 

The match industry in Japan, while not comparing in import- 
ance with that of cotton spinning for example, is, however, of 
considerable value to the country. According to the latest 
statistics obtainable there are over 200 match factories in the 
country, and the number of gross of matches manufactured for 
export exceeds 22,000,000, of an estimated value of 6,300,000 
yen. The numbers of workpeople in the various factories are 
estimated at 28,700, whilst those employed at their own homes 
in such work as pasting match-boxes are put down as 32,000, 
giving a rough total of 60,000, who earn a living by match- 
making. This industry would appear to be one well fitted for 
the Japanese, whose manual dexterity is well known; it is, 
moreover, one that specially appeals to the poorer classes in 
the country. Match-making is said to have been first intro- 
duced in Japan in 1874. The industry was encouraged by the 
Government, not only to compete with the imported article, but 
also on account of the occupation it provided for the poor and 
feeble. The industry has since then steadily increased, as may 
be seen by the following table of the export of matches :— 


Year. Value. 
No. of Gross. Yen. £ 
1883 116,800 3,165 609 
1886 eo 1,218,381 378,017 61,000 
1889 5,225,362 1,137,951 176,000 
1892 9,242,035 2,202,041 633,000 
1895 16,914,027 4,672,811 496,000 
1898 22,078,306 6,273,948 637,000 


The advance in the trade is extraordinary. Matches were 
first exported from Japan in 1878, and in 15 or 16 years Japan 
had practically a monopoly of the Chinese market. Grave 
injury was, however, done in 1893 to the trade by the inferior 
quality of the matches exported, more especially those manu- 
factured in the smaller factories of Osaka and Hiogo, and foreign 
matches appeared to be about to resume their command of the 
market. Active steps were, however, taken to meet this evil 
by the formation of a guild to keep up the quality, and at the 
same time to do away with the excessive competition between 
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the smaller factories. As a result of this action, Japanese 
matches have recovered their lost place in China, and have also 
been exported to the Straits Settlements, India, Burmah, Annam, 
Siam, South Pacific Islands, Korea, and Siberia, to the practical 
exclusion of the foreign-manufactured article. 

The main factor in the success which attends Japanese 
matches as compared with foreign, is their cheapness. As 
regards quality, there is no question that the most inferior 
foreign-manufactured match excels the Japanese. The power 
of putting matches on the Eastern market at such a low price is 
due to two causes: low cost of labour and low rates of freight. 
Japanese matches consequently are in request amongst the 
densely populated cities of China, as being obtainable at a 
price far below any that would be demanded for the foreign 
article. 

The principal centres of the industry are at Hiogo, Osaka, 
Nagoya, and Tokio. 

Hiogo and Osaka have together 112 factories, with a total 
product of 7,103,600 gross of matches of an estimated value of 
5,021,250 yen, or about 78 per cent. of the total output; nearly 
the whole of the matches manufactured at the Hiogo and Osaka 
factories are for export. 

Match factories of Japan are all much on the same model 
—one-storeyed wooden buildings of very flimsy construction. 
The method of making matches is extremely simple. All the 
processes are carried out by hand labour, with the exception 
that in some factories machinery is used for arranging the 
match sticks in the frames. The match sticks are obtained 
mostly from the Hokkaido; they are delivered to the factories 
in straw-covered bales, containing 400 bundles, called in 
Japanese “wa.” The wood from which they are manufactured is 
a kind of willow, called ‘‘toro” in Japanese, and this industry 
would appear to be an entirely separate one. A frequent cause 
of complaint respecting goods manufactured for export in Japan 
has been the inferior method of packing. Matches also have 
not escaped this censure. In 1897, on the promulgation of the 
law respecting guilds of exporters of Japanese manufactured 
goods, those interested in industrial enterprises in Osaka, Hiogo, 
Nagoya, and Tokio, formed a guild to promote the progress of. 
their respective industries, to put a stop to the luring away of 
expert workmen from other factories, and to devise better 
methods of packing. The manufacturers of matches in the 
Kobe and Osaka districts joined this guild, the main objects 
being to agree to submit disputes respecting trade labels to 
arbitration, to improve the quality of the matches, and to in- 
crease the export. In addition to this body, there is also an 
association known as the Nippon Rinsun Gikwai (the Japan 
Board of Match Manufacturers) whose functions embrace the 
promotion of the industry and the improving of the quality of 
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the goods, as well as considering matters affecting the manu- 
facture of matches. Under the auspices of these bodies, great 
improvement has been effected in the method of packing 
matches for export. The match industry, being one not requir- 
ing a great outlay of capital, many of the factories are owned 
by private individuals. The match manufacturers of Japan 
labour under considerable disadvantages as compared with 
those interested in other industrial enterprises, owing to 
the inflammable nature of their goods. The promotion 
of companies to engage in the industry is also difficult, as, in 
starting a match factory, it is necessary to obtain the permission 
of the Government, and unless the buildings be in strict accor- 
dance with the regulations, this permission is refused. 
Another point that militates against the investing of capital in 
match factories is that the insurance companies practically 
refuse to accept risks either on the buildings or the manufac- 
tured goods; the rates of premium are so high as to put any 
idea of insuring out of the question. The warehouse companies 
also object to storing matches from fear of invalidating insur- 
ance policies held on other goods. 

The following table shows the value of the export of Japanese 
matches to various countries in the years 1894-7 :— 


Country. 1894, 1895. 1£96. 1897. 

Yen. Yen, Yen. Yen. 
Australia 25,407 19,150 10,785 16,2138 
British India... 571,070 863,783 476,670 923,740 
China... 831,763 1,266,892 1,169,993 1,421,443 
Corea... = 76,117 86,942 102,711 141,863 
Hong Kong... | 2,280,744 2.422.015 2,189,418 3,104,294 
Other... 10,531 14,029 36,683 34,439 
Total { Yen} 3,795,634 4 672,811 4,986,260 5,641,992 
399,000 517,000 540,000 572,000 


The following table shows the number of match factories, 
operatives, and output in the under-mentioned places in 


Japan :— 


— Tokio. | Nagoya.| Osaka. | Hiogo. | Other. Total. 
Factories ... No. 21 24 44 68 76 233 
Workpeople— 

Male ... ” 146 989 1,502 2,99€ 919 6,554 
Female ” 1,350 2,039 4,689 10,196 3,894 22,18 
Output — 
Matches... gross. {1,430,000 |1,625,000 [5,483,500 |11,480,000| 1,809,000 |21,827,600 
‘ases 28,600 32,500 | 109,670 229,602} 36,180 446,552 
Value of § Yen.| 423,280 | 481,090 |1,623,110 | 3,398,140) 535,444 | 6,460,974 
Output (& 42,000 48,000 | 165,000 345,000) 54,000 654,000 


i 
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XVII—NEW JAPANESE CUSTOMS LAW. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a translation of the new Japanese Customs Law, 
which will take the place of the Trade Regulations annexed to 
the treaty of 1858, when the revised treaty comes into operation. 
The above law is as follows :— 


Chapter I—Assessment and Collection of Duties. 


1. Duties shall be levied on imported goods in accordance 
with the Tariff Law. But goods, in regard to which there is a 
special treaty convention, shall be treated according to such 
convention. 

Duties shall not be levied on goods imported for the purpose 
of transit.* But at the time of importation money, or some 
articles of value corresponding in amount to the duty on such 
goods, shall be tendered as security. 

2. If application is made for a reduction of duty owing to 
damage to imported goods, a suitable reduction may be made, 
but only before an import permit has been issued. 

3. Duties shall be collected according to the law in force on 
the date of the import application. But the duties on goods 
placed in bonded warehouses shall be collected according to the 
law in force on the date of the application for warehousing, 
and the duties on goods storedt by the Customs which are sold 
by auction shall be collected according to the law in force on 
the date of sale. 

4. Duties shall be collected from the person making the 
import application. But duties, the payment of which has been 
evaded, or in regard to which an attempt to evade payment has 
been made, shall be collected from the offender. 

5. Gcods, the duties on which have not be paid, shall be held 
as security for such duties. 

The collection of duties has precedence over other public 
imposts and other claims. 

6. If in cases where security has been furnished the duties to 
be collected are not paid, the security shall be applied to this 
purpose. Security which is not in the shape of money shall 
be sold by auction, and the proceeds applied to the payment of 
the duties and the expenses of the sale; and the surplus, if 
any, shall be returned to the person who furnished the security. 

7. The right of collecting duties ceases by prescription when 
two full years have elapsed from the date of importation of the 
goods. But this rule does not apply to duties the payment of 


: ’ Namely, go ds not intended for consumption in Japan which pass through 
in transit. 


See Article 46, 
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which has been evaded, or in regard to which an attempt to 
evade payment has been made. ae. 

8. A right of claim arising out of a mistake in the payment 
of duties ceases by prescription when two full years have 
elapsed from the date of such payment. . 

9. A notice in regard to the payment of duties, or a claim 
for repayment made within the periods mentiqned in the two 
preceding articles, interrupts prescription. 


Chapter II.—V essels. 


10. When a vessel engaged in foreign trade enters an open 
port, the master shall, within 24 hours after the vessel’s arrival, 
give notice of the fact to the Customs and produce the vessel’s 
manifest, a statement regarding the number of entrances to the 
hold, a list of articles for ship’s use, and a list of passengers, 
and at the same time deposit with the Customs a certificate of 
the vessel’s nationality and the permit of clearance from the 
port of departure, or papers taking the place of these. 

11. When a coasting vessel enters an open port for the pur- 
pose of discharging foreign goods, the master shall within 24 
hours after the vessel’s arrival produce to the Customs the mani- 
fest of such goods. 

12. Vessels carrying foreign goods cannot, except in cases 
where the permission of the Superintendent of Customs has 
been obtained, discharge cargo until after the production of the 
manifest. But this rule does not apply to passenger’s hand- 
— postal matter. 

13. When a vessel engaged in foreign trade wishes to leave 
an open port the master shall give notice of departure to the 
Customs, and receive a clearance permit. 

14. If a vessel engaged in foreign trade leaves a port within 
24 hours after its arrival without having discharged cargo, the 
provisions of Articles 10 and 13 shall not be applied. 

15. When a coasting vessel carrying foreign goods wishes to 
leave an open port, the master shall produce to the Customs 
the manifest of such goods. 

With regard to the manifest mentioned in the preceding 
clause, it shall be made out separately for each place at which 
goods are to be discharged. 

16. A manifest may be amended or altered with the per- 
mission of the Customs, but only within 24 hours after its 
production. 

17. Vessels carrying foreign goods cannot discharge cargo 
between sunset and sunrise or on Customs holidays except by 
special permission of the Superintendent of Customs. But this 
rule does not apply to passengers’ hand-baggage and postal 
matter. 

18. A vessel engaged in foreign trade cannot enter or leave 
an unopened port. But this rule does not apply to cases of 
stress of weather or other unavoidable circumstances. 


| 
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If a vessel engaged in foreign trade enters an unopened port 
for a reason mentioned in the proviso attached to the preceding 
clause, the master shall at once report the reason to a Customs 
official, or where there is no Customs official, to a police officer. 

19. The master of a vessel wishing to transport: coast-wise 
the following foreign goods from an unopened port.to an open 
port shall obtain the permission of a Customs official, or where 
there is no Oustoms official a police officer :— 

i. Goods temporarily landed. 
ii. Goods on board of a disabled vessel. 
iii. Goods belonging to a shipwrecked or distressed vessel.* 

20. When a vessel carrying goods such as are mentioned in 
the preceding Article enters an open port, the master shall 
within 24 hours of its arrival produce to the Customs the permit 
(for the transportation of the goods in question). 

21. When a vessel wishes to take on board articles for ship’s 
use, the master shall report the matter to the Customs, or in a 
place where there is no Custom House, to a Customs official, or 
where there is no Customs official to a police officer. 

22. When a Customs official boards a vessel in the exercise 
of his duties the master shall furnish to him proper facilities. 

23. The term “ vessel engaged in foreign trade” used in this 
law means a vessel going to and coming from foreign countries 
for the purpose of foreign trade. 


Chapter III.—Goods. 


Section I. General Rules. 


24. Goods cannot be exported or imported except at an open 
port. But this rule does not apply to the following cases :— 

i. When goods are sold in order to defray the cost of 
repairing, assisting, or rescuing a shipwrecked or dis- 
tressed vessel,t or other expenses necessary for 
enabling it to continue the voyage. 

ii. When damaged or perishable goods on board of a ship- 
wrecked or distressed vesselt are disposed of. 

iii. When a shipwrecked or distressed vesselt or goods 
belonging to a shipwrecked or distressed vessel are 
imported. 

iv. When the hand-baggage of passengers who have landed 
from a shipwrecked or distressed vesselt is imported. 

25. An application regarding goods cannot be amended or 
altered after their inspection has commenced. 

26. Goods cannot be sent in to the Customs, nor can they be 
removed or despatched, between sunset and sunrise or on Cus- 
tom’s holidays, except by special permission of the Superinten- 


* The term So-nan covers shipping casualties of all kinds 
Note to Article 19. 
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dent of Customs. But this rule does not apply to passengers’ 
hand-baggage. 

27. The treatment of goods sent in to the Customs or landed 
shall be subject in all respects to the directions of the Super- 
intendent of Customs. — 

28. The landing and shipment of goods and all other com- 
munications between vessels and the shore shall, except in cases 
where the special permission of the Superintendent of Customs 
has been obtained, take place at the places appointed for that 
purpose by the Customs. . 

29. Exported goods shall be regarded as foreign goods and 
imported goods as domestic goods. 

30. The provisions of this law which relate to goods shall not 
be applied to goods for ships’ use. 

Section II. Exportation, Importation, and Re-exportation. 

31. A person wishing to export or import goods shall present 
an application to the Customs and obtain a permit after the 
goods have been inspected. But in cases coming under the 
proviso attached to Article 24 the application may be made to a 
Customs official, or if no Customs official is on the spot, to a 
revenue officer, and his inspection and permission obtained. 

32. The invoice shall be attached to an import application. 
But this rule does not apply to cases where the official concerned 
is satisfied that the invoice cannot be attached. 

Except in the case mentioned in the proviso attached to the 
preceding clause, no protest or appeal concerning the assess- 
ment of duties can be made if an import application is not 
accompanied by the invoice. 

33. When it is desired to import goods for the purpose of 
transit, a separate manifest shall be presented for each place 
to which the goods are to be exported. 

34. Imported goods cannot be removed, or despatched for 
the purpose of transit, until an import permit has been 
obtained. But imported goods may be removed if money has, 
with the permission of the Customs official concerned, been 
tendered as security for the duties. 

35. The transportation of goods imported for the purpose of 
transit* shall be conducted by the Customs routes. Customs 
routes shall be determined by Imperial Ordinance. 

36. Transporters of goods shall furnish proper facilities to 
officials in the execution of their duties in regard to goods in 
transit. 

37. Exported goods cannot be shipped until an export permit 
has been obtained. 

38. The provisions relating to exportation apply mutatis 
mutandis in all respects to the re-exportation of goods. But 
this rule does not apply to the re-shipment of goods which have 
been temporarily landed. 


* See Note to Article 1. 
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Section III. Transport by Sea Coastwise. 


39. A person wishing to ship domestic or foreign goods on a 
vessel engaged in foreign trade, or foreign goods on a coasting 
vessel, and transport them coastwise between open ports, shall 
present an application to the Customs and obtain a permit for 
transportation coastwise. 

40. The goods to be transported coastwise which are men- 
tioned in the preceding Article cannot be shipped until a permit 
for transportation coastwise has been obtained. 

41. When the goods to be transported coastwise which are 
mentioned in Article 39 arrive at the place where they are to 
be discharged, they shall be inspected. 


Section IV. Postal Matter. 


42. When postal matter includes any dutiable article, the 
Customs shall inform the Post Office of the amount of duty to 
be paid. 

4. A person wishing to receive postal matter which is duti- 
able shall present an application to the Post Office and pay the 
duty upon it. 

The duty mentioned in the preceding clause shall be paid in 
stamps. 

44, Duties on postal matter shall not be levied except in cases 
where postal matter is delivered to the addressee. 

45. The provisions of the proviso attached to the second clause 
of Article 1, and those of Articles 24 and 26, Articles 31 to 35, 
inclusive, and Articles 37 to 41, inclusive, do not apply to 
postal matter. 


Section V. Storage of Goods by the Customs.* 


46. If goods sent to the Customs for shipment, cr landed, are 
not, within 72 hours after their being sent there or landed, 
removed, shipped, despatched, or placed in a bonded warehouse, 
the Customs may store them at the expense and risk of the 
person or persons concerned. 

47. When goods are stored by the Customs, notice of the 
fact shall, within three days, be posted up at the Customs. 

48. A person wishing to obtain the release of goods stored by 
the Customs shall present an application to the Customs, and, 
having paid all the expenses and storage charges connected 
with the goods, obtain a permit for that purpose. 

49. If the goods are not removed, shipped, despatched, or 
placed in a bonded warehouse within 48 hours after the receipt 
of the permit mentioned in the preceding Article, the applica- 
tion and permit in question will be regarded as invalid. 


* Shiu-yo. There is no exact equiva'ent in English for th’s term. It moans, as 
the context shews, the keeping of goods by the Customs at the risk and expense 
of the owner or other person concerned, and their retention until all charges 
connected with their storage have been paid to the Customs. . 
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50. If within six months after the goods have been stored 
by the Customs no one makes the application mentioned in 
Article 48, the Customs shall publicly notify the marks, num- 
bers, classes, and numbers of packages of the goods. 

If within one month after the date of the public notice men- 
tioned in the preceding Article no one makes the application 
mentioned in Article 48, the goods shall be put up to public 
auction, and the proceeds applied to the defrayal of the Customs 
duties, the storage charges, and all other expenses connected 
with the goods; if there is any balance it shall be deposited. 

51. If it is apprehended that the goods will perish, or that 
they will ‘cause injury to the warehouse in which they are 
placed or to other goods stored therein, public notice may be 
given, and they may be put up to auction irrespective of the 
period mentioned in the preceding Article. If there is not time 
enough to admit of the public notice being given beforehand, it 
shall be given after the goods have been sold by auction. 

52. If, in spite of the goods being put up to auction, there is 
no purchaser, they may be dealt with in a suitable manner. 


Chapter IV. —Powers of Customs Officials. 


53. The Superintendent of Customs may, if he thinks it 
necessary for the exercise of his authority, stop the departure 
or arrest the progress of vessels or boats and vehicles.* 

54. The Superintendent of Customs may, if he thinks it 
necessary, cause documents relating to vessels or goods to be 
produced. 

55. The Superintendent of Customs may take the necessary 
steps for the supervision of goods under transportation. 

56. The Superintendent of Customs may, if he deems it neces- 
sary, cause samples of exported or imported goods to be fur- 
nished. 

57. Customs officials may go on board of vessels or boats or 
enter vehicles* and take the steps necessary for supervision. 

58. Customs officials may, if it is deemed necessary, inspect 
or seal goods, or seal vessels or boats, and vehicles or warehouses 
or other places where goods are stored. 

59. The Superintendent of Customs may, if he thinks it neces- 
sary for the exercise of his authority, request the assistance of 
the Navy. 

60. When the request mentioned in the preceding Article is 
made, the commander of a man-of-war or naval vessel may 
order a vessel to stop. 

“If a vessel which receives the order mentioned in the pre- 
ceding Article does not stop, the commander of the man-of-war 
or naval vessel in question may employ military force towards 
such vessel. 


* Jhis term includes railway waggons., 
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Chapter V.—Protests and Appeals. 

61. A person who is dissatisfied with the action of the Super- 
intendent of Customs regarding the assessment of duties may, 
within ten days after such action has been taken, make a pro- 
test in writing to the Superintendent. But this rule does not 
apply after the goods in question have been removed. 

62. When a protest has been made in accordance with the 
provisions of the preceding Article, the Superintendent of Cus- 
toms shall give a decision in writing and deliver it to the person 
making the protest. But this rule does not apply to cases which 
come under Article 63. 

63. If the, Superintendent of Customs considers that a protest 
in regard to the amount of duties assessed upon goods subject to 
ad valorem duties is unreasonable, he shall either take over 
the goods at their declared value with the addition of 5 per 
cent., or cause them to be valued by appraisers. 

If the valuations of the appraisers do not agree, the average 
of their valuations shall be made the appraised value. 

64. The number of appraisers shall be four; two of these 
shall be appointed by the Superintendent of Customs and two 
selected by the person making the protest. The following 
persons cannot be appraisers :— 

i. A person who has been adjudged a bankrupt and has 
not completed the discharge of his liabilities, or a 
person in regard to whom an order for the distribution 
of his property or an order of bankruptcy has been 
issued but in regard to whom since such order was 
issued a decree for the recovery of rights has not yet 
become final. 

ii. A person who has received any of the punishments 
mentioned in Articles 74 to 76, inclusive, and in whose 
case three full years have not elapsed since that 
occurrence. 

iii. A person who has been deprived of his public rights, or- 
whose public rights are under suspension. 

iv. A person interested in the case in question. 

When the person making the protest has selected his ap- 
praisers, the selection shall be approved by the Superintendent 
of Customs. 

65. When the goods have been valued by appraisers, the 
appraised value shall be made the value according to which 
duties shall be levied. But if the appraised value is less than 
the declared value the latter shall be made the value according 
to which the duties shall be levied. 

66. The expenses connected with the appraisers selected by 
the person making the protest shall be borne by the latter. 

67. Action on the art of the Customs is not suspended by a 
protest. But the Superintendent of Customs may if he thinks 
it necessary suspend such action. 


Cc 
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68. A person who is dissatisfied with the action of the Super- 
intendent of Customs may appeal to the Minister of Finance. 

69. A committee shall be established for the purpose of 
examining appeals. 

70. The committee cannot give a decision unless a majority 
of its members are present. Decision shall be by majority. 
If the votes are evenly divided, the chairman shall decide. 

71. A member of the committee cannot take part in the dis- 
cussion of matter in which his interests are concerned. 

72. When the committee has completed its examination, it 
shall report the result to the Minister of Finance. 

73. The constitution of the committee shall be determined 
by Imperial Ordinance. 


Chapter VI.—Penal Clauses. 


74. A person attempting to import or importing goods the 
importation of which is prohibited shall be punished by a fine 
corresponding in amount to the original value of the goods in 
respect of which the offence was committed, and the goods shall 
be confiscated. But this rule does not apply to cases where a 
different punishment is provided by another law. 

75. A person attempting to evade payment or evading pay- 
ment of duties shall be punished by a fine equal to treble the 
amount of duties the payment of which was evaded or in regard 
to which the attempt to evade payment was made, and the 
goods in respect of which the offence was committed shall be 
confiscated. 

76. A person exporting or importing or attempting to export 
or import goods without having obtained a permit shall be 
punished by a fine not exceeding 1,000 yen. But this rule 
does not apply to persons who come under the two preceding 
Articles. 

77. If a manifest which does not agree with the goods is 


. presented, the master of the vessel shall be punished by a fine 


not exceeding 500 yen. 

78. If the provisions of the first clause of Article 18 are in- 
fringed, the master of the vessel shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding 2,000 yen. But this rule does not apply to cases 
where a different punishment is provided by another law. 

_ 79. If the provisions of Article 12 or Article 17 are infringed, 
the master of the vessel shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding 500 yen. 

80. If the provisions of Article 10, 11, 13, 15, the second 
clause of Article 18, Articles 19, 20, or 21, are infringed, the 
master of the vessel shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
200 yen. 

_ 81. A person infringing the provisions of Articles 26 to 28, 
inclusive, Article 40 or Article 41, shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding 100 yen. 
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82. A person who comes under the provisions of Articles 77 to 
81, inclusive, cannot escape punishment on the ground that his 
act was the result. of yrs set 

83. With regard to goods liable to confiscation under this law, 
they shall be confiscated so long as they are in the possession 
of the person who was the owner at the time of the infraction 
of the law. If they have already been assigned or consumed, 
a sum of money corresponding in amount to the value of the 
goods shall be exacted from the offender. 


. Chapter VII.—Investigation and action taken in cases of 
infraction of the law. 


84. Customs officials may, if they may deem it necessary for 
the purpose of discovering the facts in a case of infraction of 
the law, visit and inspect vessels or boats, vehicles, warehouses, 
and other places, and conduct a search. 

85. Customs officials may if they think that an individual is 
concealing on his person an article (or articles) which will 
serve to prove the fact of an infraction of the law having been 
committed, request him to show them, and if the request is not 
complied with may search him. 

86. Customs officials when investigating a case of infraction 
of the law, may, if they think it necessary, interrogate the 
offender, or witnesses, or persons given by the offender as a 
reference. 

87. When Customs officials make a visit of inspection or con- 
duct a search or interrogate persons, they shall wear uniform, 
or carry a certificate of their official capacity. 

88. Customs officials when making a visit of inspection or 
conducting a search may, if they think it necessary, request the 
assistance of the police. 

89. When Customs officials conduct a search, they shall 
cause the owner of the vessel, vehicle, warehouse, or other place 
which is to be searched, or a relative who lives with him, or a 
servant, or a neighbour, or, if none of these is on the spot, a 
police officer or an official of the city, town, or village, to be 
present. But in the case of vessels or boats and vehicles they 
may cause the person in charge to be present. 

The relative, servant, or neighbour mentioned in the preced- 
ing Article must be of age. 

90. If Customs officials think that articles discovered in con- 
sequence of an investigation into a case of infraction of the law 
are sufficient to prove the fact that an infraction of the law has 
been committed, they shall seize the articles in question, and 
prepare a list of them. 

The articles thus seized may be placed in charge of the owner 
or the municipal office of the city, town, or village, in question. 

If it is apprehended that the seized articles will perish, or be 

c2 
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injured, the Superintendent of Customs may dispose of them 
by public sale, and deposit the proceeds. i 

91. Visits of inspection, searches, and seizures of goods, can- 
not take place between sunset and sunrise. But cases where 
the offender is caught in flagrante delicto do not come under 
this rule. 

92. Customs officials may prohibit any one from enteiing or 
leaving the place in question without permission while the 
action mentioned in the several preceding Articles is being 
taken. 

93. When Customs officials make a visit of inspection, con- 
duct a search, or interrogate persons, they shall draw up a state- 
ment of the proceedings, and show it to the persons present, or 
the persons who have been interrogated, and sign it together 
with such persons. 

If the person present or the persons who have been interro- 
gated do not or cannot sign it, the fact shall be endorsed on the 
statement. 

94. When the Superintendent of Customs obtains by investi- 
gation evidence of an infraction of the law having been com- 
mitted, he shall give notice (to the person conesrned), clearly 
stating the reasons therefor, that he is to pay to the Customs a 
sum of money corresponding to the amount of the fine imposed, 
or to hand over to the Customs the goods subject to confiscation, 
or to pay to the Customs a sum of money corresponding to the 
value of such goods, as the case may be. 

95. When the offender receives the notice mentioned in the 
preceding Article he shall, within five days of its receipt, com- 
ply with its terms. If he does not comply with the terms of the 
notice within the period named, the Superintendent of Customs 
shall at once institute criminal proceedings against him. 

96. When the offender has complied with the terms of the 
notice, proceedings cannot be taken against him in respect of 
the same case. 

97. If the Superintendent of Customs considers that it is 
impossible to give notice or that the offender has not the means 
to enable him to comply with the terms of the notice, he shall 
at once institute criminal proceedings against him. 


Chapter VIII.—Supplementary Clauses. 


98. The Superintendent of Customs may, if he deems it 
necessary either for the purpose of repairs or for ihe purpose of 
landing goods which by reason of their excessive weight it is 
impossible to discharge at an open port, give special permission 
to a vessel engaged in foreign trade to enter an unopened port. 

99. The places which are to be made open ports in addition 
to those hitherto existing, and the classes of gosds to be ex- 
ported or imported at such open ports, shall be determined by 
Imperial Ordinance. 
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100. With regard to the determination of the periods men- 
tioned in this law, Customs’ holidays are not included in those 
which are computed in days and hours. 

101. Those provisions of this law which are applicable to the 
master of a vessel shall also apply to a person who takes the 
place of a master and discharges his duties. 

102. The date of operation of this law shall be determined by 
Imperial Ordinance. 

103. Notification No. 40 of 1883, Regulations concerning 
special ports of export, Imperial Ordinance No. 54 of 1890, 
Customs Law and Customs Regulations, Law No. 13 of 1893, 
Laws Nos. 2 and 3 of 1894, Law No. 18 of 1896, and all other 
laws or regulations which conflict with the present law, shall be 
abolished on and. from the date on which it comes into force.* 


*The following note appears in the “ Official Gazette.” 

Imperial Ordinance No. 54 of the 28th March, 1890, relates 
to permits for the entrance and clearance of vessels owned by 
Japanese subjects engaged in the trade with Corea and the 
loading and discharge of cargo by such vessels at the ports of 
Sasuna and Shishimi in the island of Tsushima. 

Law No. 13 of the 15th March, 1893, relates to the entrance 
and clearance of vessels owned by Japanese subjects engaged 
in the trade with Vladivostock and Corea, and the loading and 
discharge of cargo by such vessels at the port of Miyatsu in 
the province of Tango. 

Law No. 2 of the 22nd May, 1894, relates to the entrance 
and clearance of vessels owned by Japanese subjects engaged 
in the trade with the maritime provinces of the Russian posses- 
sions, with Saghalien, and with Corea, and the loading and 
discharge of cargo by such vessels at the port of Fushiki, in the 
province of Etchiu, and the port of Otaru, in the province of 
Shiribeshi. 

Law No. 3 of the 22nd May, 1894, relates to the entrance and 
clearance of vessels owned by Japanese subjects engaged in the 
trade with China and the loading and discharge of cargo by 
such vessels at the port of Naba in Locchoo. 

Law No. 18 of the 27th March, 1896, relates to the entrane# 
and clearance of vessels for the purpose of foreign trade and the 
export and import of goods at places other than open ports. 
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XVIII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, information that the Russian Department of Customs has 
notified, in a circular dated the 3lst May/12th June last, sub 
No. 10,649, that fans made of common materials, with artificial 
flowers, shall’ be cleared under section 215, point 1, of the 
Customs Tariff, duty Rs. 2.70 per pound (Ib.) Russian. 


Rvussta—East 
Customs Tariff. 
Note.—Poud = 36 lbs., avoirdupois ; rouble = 2s. 13d. 


According to a report of the United States Commercial Agent 
at Vladivostock, the tariff rates on goods imported into the 
Maritime, Amoor, and Trans-Baikal provinces are :— 


Articles. Tariff rate. 
Tobacco : Roubles. 
In leaf, in bundles, with and without stems. and tobacco stems, 
by the poud (36 pounds) 15°40 
Cut smoking tobacco and snuff in all kinds of ‘shapes, by the pound 1°30 
Cigars, cut, wrapped in tobacco leaves, cigarettes, by the pound... 3°20 
Sugar : 
Raw pea crushed or ground, without large cane mixed, padi the 
poud .. 3-00 
Refined sugar in large and small pieces, by the poud 4:00 


Confectionery (candies, preserves, and berry syrups, pastilles, jellies, 
fruit powders, with sugar, fruits in liquors of rum, cognac, with 
sugar, by the poud, including package)... 9°60 

Arrack, rum, vodka, French cognac, cherry, ‘and other bread spirits and 
wine : 


Imported in large and small barrels, including package, by the 


pou 12:00 
Imported in bottles and in all sorts of packings, liquors, infusions, 
by the bottle (one-twentieth of a gallon) ... ¥ ae ove 1:00 
Wine, grape and berry : 
Imported in large or small barrels, containing less than 16 we 
of alcohol, by the poud, including package 4:00 
Non-sparkling, imported in bottles (one-tw entieth of a gallon)... “45 
Sparkling, of all kinds, in bottles... ooo 1-40 


All kinds of porter, beer, and cider : 


Imported in small and large barrels, by the poud, jain included 150 
In bottles .. 


ove -20 

Extracts of fruits and berries (all kinds, including package) .. oe 75 
Fluid products : 

Naphtha, coal oil, oils, &c, by the poud ea ove 1:00 

Varnishes of spirits and oils, tar in oil, by the pond oom ah 10°00 

Matches, chemical combustibles ‘of all kinds, by the poud abe ne 2°20 
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DenMARK—IcELAND, 
Customs Tariff. 
According to a report of H.M. Consul at Reykjavik, duties, as 
‘in the following table, are levied on articles imported into Toe- 
land :— 


Articles, Duties, 
8. @. 
Beerandale ... eee ove per gallon 0 3 
Claret and sasramental wine soe vee ” 0 9 . 
Ordinary corn brandy ie ots ” 1 6 
Corn spirit, double strength .. 3 


All other spirits, cordials, wines, and 
_ liqueurs— 


{n wood... 2. 43 
Bottled... ose per quart bottle 0 6 
Tobacco all sorts vee ite per | 44 
Cigars ... per 100 1 1} 
Coffee, chicory, ‘and all substitutes for coffee per cwt. ll 35 
Sugar and molasses, all sorts one ace ms 5 7% 
BELGIUM, 


Excise Duty on Home-Made Sugar. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of the Law of December, 1898, relating to the Excise 
duty on home-made sugar in Belgium. 

By this law the duty on sugar is calculated on the basis of 
the volume and density of the beetroot juice (Law of 16th April, 
1887), at a fixed rate of assessment (prise en charge), which was 
then fixed at 1,500 grams per 100 litres of juice, and has since 
been gradually raised as the amount produced in excess of this 
legal yield has palpably increased. In 1898 the rate was 1,900 
grams per 100 litres, so that the effect of section 1, Article 1, 
of the new law is to reduce the bounty by reducing the amount 
of the excess yield which escapes duty. Articles 2 and 3 are 
additional precautions against fraud. Section 2, Article 4, is 
concerned with the collection of the duties resulting under 
section 1, or already existing on 31st December, 1898. Article 
5 merely gives the valuation of the State receipts for 1899, viz. : 
435,037,428.40 francs, or 17,404,497/. 


Reduction of Octroi de Mer Duties. 
According to a decree of the French President, dated the 16th 
May last, the specific duty of 14 francs the 100 kilogrammes 
hitherto levied on glass wares and crystals in the tariff an- 
“nexed to the decree of the 27th August, 1898, is reduced to 7 
francs the 100 kilogrammes, gross. 


ox 
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SPaLn. 
Customs Regulations. 


By Spanish Royal Order, published in the “Gaceta de 
Madrid” of 1st June last, the mineral loading stations “La 
Galera,” “Calablanca,” and “ Playa de Calnegre,” will in future 
be dependencies of the Custom House at Aguilas, and “ Playa 
de Parazuelo” a dependency of the Custom House at Mazarron. 

A despatch, dated 24th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
copy and translation of a recently issued Royal Order for in- 
creasing the trading qualifications of the port of La Grana 
(Corunna), so as to include lime, earthenware, and native tiles. 


Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch, dated 15th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
a copy and translation of a Royal Order published in the 
Gazette, including samples of caoutchouc among the other 
samples mentioned under Disposition 1 of the Customs Regula- 
tions, as having the right of free entry. 


Spain—GERMANY. 
Commercial Treaty. 


A despatch, dated 8th June last, received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, states that the treaty 
by which Spain cedes the Caroline, Pelew, and Mariana Islands 
to Germany also stipulated for the establishment for five years 
of the same commercial treatment as that enjoyed by Great 
Britain and most other countries. Germany will therefore 
enjoy in Spain the minimum tariff with the advantages accorded 
by the treaties with Sweden and Norway, the Netherlands and 
Switzerland. 


Iraty. 
Tariff Decision. 
Translation of a Ministerial Decree, as follows, has been 
received at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office :— 
Copper and brass wire, with an iron centre, shall be assimi- 
lated with copper and brass wire, and be classified as “ copper 
brass, and bronze, in wire of any diameter” (in 225-d of the 


Customs Tariff). 


Refunding of Duty paid on Empty Baskets when exported full. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
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Ambassador at Vienna, stating that the Ministry of Finance is 
prepared, at the special request of the interested parties, to 
grant temporary permits to the end that baskets which have 
been imported empty for the purpose of re-exportation in con- 
veying fruit, may be marked at the frontier on exportation, and 
thereby qualified for future entry free of duty. 


Unirep States—GERMANY. 
Export Bounty on Raw Sugar. 


A despatch, dated 24th June, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Washington, 
transmitting copy of a Treasury circular by which the net 
amount of the bounty paid by Germany on the export of raw 
sugar testing at least 90 per cent., as ascertained and deter- 
mined under the provisions of section 5 of the Act of 24th July, 
1897, is declared at 2.40 marks per 100 kilograms, for the assess- 
ment of additional duty under said law. 


Unitep States. 
The Dutiable Value of Imported Merchandise. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a Customs circular of the United States Govern- 
ment calling the attention of appraising officers to section 11 
of the Customs Administration Act, which reads as follows :— 

“Tt shall be lawful for appraising officers, in determining 
the dutiable value of such merchandise, to take into considera- 
tion the wholesale price at which such or similar merchandise 
is sold or offered for sale in the United States, due allowance 
being made for estimated duties thereon, the cost of transporta- 
tion, insurance, and other necessary expenses from the place of 
shipment to the United States, and a reasonable commission, if 
any has been paid, not exceeding six per cent. 

“Tt is expected that appraising officers will avail themselves 
of the authority conferred by this amendment whenever the 
actual market value as defined by law does not exist, or when- 
ever such value cannot be otherwise ascertained to the satis- 
faction of the appraising officer.” 


Tariff Regulations. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a circular of the United States Government 
which provides that, in order to preclude the possibility of the 
free importation of boxes or barrels manufactured from shooks 
upon which drawback may have been claimed, Article 337 of 
the Customs Regulations of 1892 is hereby amended so as to 
provide that, before the issue of certificates of exportation of 
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i shooks, collectors shall be satisfied that no drawback has been 
claimed on the shooks covered by such certificates. 


Customs Regulations in Ports under Military Government. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 

copy of a War Department circular of the United States, providing 

/ for the performance of the duties of United States Consuls by 

i collectors of Customs, appointed by the military authorities of the 

. United States at ports under military government, so far as 
concerns seamen, vessels, clearances. 

It is further provided that the certification of invoices of goods 

shipped to the United States from territory under the military 

Government of the United States, shall be executed by a Consul 

of a friendly nation or by two resident merchants of good reputation. 


Unitep StaTes—Cvsa. 
Tonnage Dues. 


ff The Board of Trade have received, through the Foréign Office, 
. copies of circulars of the United States War Department, stating i 
that paragraph 6 (relating to tonnage dues) of the amended | 
' Customs Tariff and Regulations for Ports in Cuba in possession of i 
the United States, is amended as follows :— ; § 

6. At all ports or places in Cuba there shall be levied the 

following tonnage dues, until further orders :— 


Per net ton, 
(a) On entry of a vessel from a place or pert not Dols. Cts. i 


(>) On entry of a vessel from another port or 
place in Cuba, engaged at the time in the 
coasting trade of Cuba... 0 02 

(c) The rate of tonnage dues on a vessel which 
enters in ballast shall be one-half of the 
rate imposed by sub-division (a) or (6), 
and one-half the tonnage dues imposed on 
a vessel entering with cargo shall be 
refunded if the vessel clears in ballast 

(d) The tonnage tax on entries of a vessel from a 
port or place not in Cuba, shall not exceed 
in the aggregate $2 per net ton in any one 
year, beginning from the date of the first 
payment 


_. The tonnage tax on entries: of a el from other stn or places 
in. Cuba shall not. exceed forty cents per net ton in any one year, 
beginning from the date of the first payment, hag 


Tare Regulations. 


10, 11 and 12.—When .in one container. goods are 
which pay by net weight, with others which pay by gross 
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weight or by unities, whether they have the same or different 
tares, said merchandise will pay the duties that correspond to 
them by net or dutiable weight, without any benefit of tare, and 
the exterior container will be appraised by its total weight by the 
paragraph corresponding to the matter of which it is made. 


Tariff Modifications. 


By the direction of the President, the rules relating to surtax 
on classes 6 and 7 of the “ Amended Customs Tariff and Regula- 
tions for ports in Cuba in possession of the United States” are 
abolished. 

The Board of Trade has been notified by the Foreign Office 
that paragraph 8, on page 47 of the “Amended Customs Tariff 
and Regulations for Ports in Cuba in Possession of the United 
States,” has been amended so as to read as follows :— 

“A product from petroleum, known under the name of cord- 
age oil, imported by and used exclusively for cordage works in 
their manufacture of rope and cordage, provided that the impor- 
tation be made at the direct demand of the president of the 
cordage company, and that the latter submit their works at all 
times to the inspection of the Customs authorities, and that the 
importer give such bond as may be regarded necessary by the 
acting collector, G.W., 100 kilo., 70 cents.” 


Regulations for Coasting Trade. 


Officers of the Customs in the Island of Cuba may authorize the 
clearance for foreign ports or ports of the United States of vessels 
under the distinctive signal and coasting permit of Cuba. In 
granting such clearances, officers of customs have been instructed 
to advise masters or owners that the United States does not assume 
any obligation for the protection of the vessel, and the clearance 
does not exempt the vessel in foreign ports or ports of the United 
States from penalties or forfeitures of any description which may 
be incurred. 

Duty on Salt Fish. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
copy of a circular issued by the United States War Department on 
the 25th May, which modifies the rate of import duty leviable in 
Cuba on salt cod and stock fish. These articles are in future to 
pay duty at the rate of 1 dollar per 100 kilos. instead of 2 dollars 
as hitherto. 


New Shipping Regulations. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office 
copy of a despatch from Washington stating that the Tariff 
Circular No. 71, of 25th May, has been rescinded. That Cir- 
cular provided that Customs officers in Cuba might clear for 
foreign or United States ports vessels under the distinctive 
signal and coasting permit of Cuba. 


i 
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The new order, which has replaced No. 71, confers upon vessels 
owned prior to, and owned at the time of clearance by citizens 
of Cuba, 1st January, 1899, to “ fly the American flag above the 
distinctive signal, solely for the purpose of indicating that the 
Government of the United States, pursuant to treaty, has 
assumed and will discharge the obligations that may, under 
international law, result from the facts of the occupation of 
Cuba for the protection of life and property.” 


Santo Domingo. 
Tariff Moditication. 


A despatch, dated the 18th May last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Santo Domingo 
stating that a change has been made in the Export Tariff of the 
Republic of Santo Domingo, which change was ratified by the 
National Congress on the 12th April last. 

Sugar which formerly paid an export duty of 22 cents gold per 
quintal, by the New Tariff pays 25 cents, an increase of 3 cents 
per quintal. Owners of sugar estates who were enjoying an 
exemption from the payment of export duties by right of concession, 
granted to them by the Dominican Government, will now pay the 
additional duty of 3 cents per quintal. 


GUATEMALA. 
Free Entry of Agricultural Implements. 


According to a dispatch, dated 15th June last, received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Guatemala the follow- 
ing articles used in agricuiture are exempted from import 
duties :—Ploughs, and separate parts of ploughs, hoes, barbed 
wire and accessories, knives for lopping branches, scythes, axes, 
machetes (ordinary, not steel edged), machines for the elabora- 
tion of rice, coffee, sugar-cane, timber and wheat, moulds of all 
kinds, iron and block tin used in sugar-making, wooden shovels, 
kettles and boilers of iron or copper, rakes and harrows for 
agriculture, rivets, iron and copper, for boilers, sacks (empty) 
for the exportation of products, saws, circular and endless, for 
machinery, and hand saws for timber cutting. 


VENEZUELA. 
Taxes on Tobacco and Spirits. 


A despatch, dated 24th May last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Caracas, reporting that a tax 
of ten centimes of a bolivar on each twenty grammes and 
proportionate fraction is to be levied on all kinds of tobacco 
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manufactured in any form. Twenty cents of a bolivar is also to 
be levied on each kilogramme of spirits, its yield from sugar cana 
and cocuy excepted. 


Additional 30 per cent. Import and Export Duty. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Minister at 
Caracas, a despatch, dated 25th May last, stating that according 
to Article 1 of this year’s complementary regulations of the 
importation and exportation of merchandise, the 30 per cent. 
extra tax charged on imports into the ports of the Republic 
from foreign colonies is to be, at the will of the executive, ex- 
tended to merchandise from the ports of Europe and of the 
United States for Venezuela, which may be transferred in these 
colonies into other ships—7.e., all goods in transit. The article 
referred to is as follows :— 

The products, merchandise, and effects arriving from foreign 
colonies, which may be brought in through the ports of the 
Republic, which are open to importation, will pay the addi- - 
tional duty of 30 per cent., and those which, coming from ports 
of Europe and the United States destined for Venezuela, may 
be transhipped in those colonies to other vessels for transport 
here to Venezuela, will pay an additional 30 per cent. on the 
duties paid according to the tariff in force, as shown in the 
manifest. This last regulation will be put in force when the 
Executive thinks it expedient. 


Proposed Increase of Duties. 

A despatch, dated 25rd May last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Caracas, stating that the 
President of Venezuela has been empowered by Congress to 
make the following alterations in the Customs tariff :— 

Ist class, formerly free, will pay Bol. 0.02 per kilo. 
2nd class, paying formerly Bol. 0.10 will pay 0.02 per kilo. 


8th 10.00 12.00 ,, 
9th 20.00 2400 , 


The President is furthermore authorised to impose a supple- 
mentary 20 per cent. on all articles paying duty, but it is said 
that he intends consulting the leading merchants of Caracas 
before the foregoing comes in force on the Ist September next. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an ordinance, 
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dated Ist May last, to amend the law relating to Customs in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Customs Ordinance, 1880, is, by the above, amended as 
follows, that is to say, in section 8, in the “table of prohibitions 
and restrictions,” among “ goods gpa: to be imported ex- 
‘cept in transit, and subject to such regulations and restrictions 
as the Governor may direct, and duly reported as goods in 
transit accordingly,” the clause beginning with the words 
“parts of articles” and ending with the words “subject to 
duty,” is repealed, and in lieu thereof the following shall be 
substituted :— 

“ Parts of articles subject to specific duty, that is, any distinct 
or separate part of any article not accompanied by the other 
part, or all the other parts of such article, so as to be complete 
and perfect.” 

Note.—This was previously applied to any articles subject to 
duty (specific or ad valorem). As carriages are now removed 
(section 5) from the specific list, parts of carriages may be im- 
ported without restriction. 

In section 8 of the Customs Ordinance, 1880, under the head- 

ing “goods prohibited to be imported except subject to the 
restrictions on importation herein contained,” the word “ganja” 
therein spelt “gunja” shall be omitted. 
’ Ganja shall not be imported unless in ships of at least 30 
tons burden, and in packages each containing not less than 20 
pounds net weight, and forming part of the cargo of the import- 
ing ship and duly reported, and its importation shall be subject 
to such regulations as the Governor may from time to time 
provide. 

Section 3 of “The Customs Duties Ordinance, 1895,” is 
amended as follows :—- 

(a) The following words shall be omitted therefrom, viz. :— 
“Carriages on springs, four-wheeled, each 7/; carriages on 
springs, two-wheeled, each, 4/. 

Note.—The duty will therefore now be 5 per cent. ad valorem, 
which is the general enumerated rate. 

(b) The following words shall be added after the line be- 
ginning with the word “furniture” :—Ganja, unprepared or 
prepared for smoking, per lb., 15s. 

(c) Under the heading “exemptions” at the end of the first 
‘paragraph, the following words shall be added :—Provided that 
if the Governor purchase goods in the colony he may recover 
from the Treasury the actual amount of the duty which may 
have been paid on the importation of such goods. 

Goods for the use of the office or bureau for meteorological 
observations maintained in Port of Spain by the Government 
2 se United States of North America, may be imported free 
of duty. 

_ Articles imported at the cost of public subscribers, and not 
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intended to be used or dealt with for profit, may, with the 
sanction of the Government be imported free of duty. 

The following are the regulations relative to the importation 
of ganja referred to in paragraph 4 :— 

1. Ganja may only be imported to be warehoused in the 
colonial (Customs) warehouse, Port of Spain. 

2. On payment of the proper duty, and before delivery from 
the warehouse, ganja shall, in the presence of a Customs officer, 
be placed in linen or canvas bags, and secured to the satisfac- 
tion of the officer with twine and lead seals. The bags and seals 
shall be supplied by the Collector. 

3. Until the bags and seals hereinbefore mentioned are pro- 
cured, ganja may be put up in paper parcels, and secured with 
labels now employed at the colonial warehouse in the packing 
of opium. 


BaHaMAs. 
Tariff modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Bahamas Acting 
Receiver-General copy of the Tariff Continuance Amended Act, 
1899. 

Under this Act the duties to be levied on the following articles 
shall be at the rates set forth below :— 


Articles, Rate. 

Flour ... «ve ose per barrel 0 3 6 
Dressed lumber ...per 1,000 feet 010 0 
Oils, kerosene... oss per gallon 00 8 
Soap, common washing... per 100 lbs. 040 
Sugar, unrefined... ose $9 03 0 

» refined... ” 08 0 
Tea eee ove per lb. 0 0 6 
Gunpowder ... ove 0 0 8 
Cotton duck for making sails and rope ... cas ove oo | 10°, ad val. 
Articles not enumerated in the said section of the principal 

Act, except such as are comprised in the table of exemptions 


The following articles, which previously paid 25 per cent. ad 
valorem, are exempted from duty :— 

Copper and yellow metal in sheets, copper, and composition 
bolts and nails, tar, pitch, orange sizers, wheelbarrows, machetes, 
cutlasses, scythes, pruning saws, pruning shears, budding knives, 
hoes, spades, shovels, rakes, steel stone wedges, mattocks, pickaxes, 
and all other farm tools, implements and machines of every 
description to be used for agricultural purposes exclusively, water- 


80 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [July 1899. 


pipes and fittings to be used for farm irrigating purposes exclu- 
sively, musical instruments, other than toys. 
The new duties were to come into force on the 1st May last. 


GoLp Coast. 
Increased duties on Spirits. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Government of the 
Gold Coast Colony copy of an ordinance by which the duty on 
unsweetened spirits and sweetened gin and liqueurs imported into 
the colony, west of the River Volta, were increased from 383s. to 
4s. 6d. per gallon, from Ist January last. 


\ 
| 
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XIX.--EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ProroseD RAILWAY ALONG THE BLACK SEA Coast OF 
THE CAUCASUS. 


A report, dated 30th May last, has been received at the Foreign 
Odice from H.M Consul at Batoum stating that the question of a 
railway along the Black Sea coast of the Caucasus, which has been 
under discussion at different periods during the past few years, has 
recently again come to the front, and it is stated has now the 
support of several well-connected and influential people in railway 
circles at St. Petersburg. It is reported that the scheme in its 
present form, which comprises the construction of a railway from 
Novorossisk through Tuapse to Soukhoum, by private enterprise, 
either by the formation of a company for the purpose, or by 
handing over the work to the Vladikavkaz Railway Company, as 
in the case of the Petrovsk-Baku branch, is likely before long to 
receive the sanction of His Imperial Majesty. 

Some persons are inclined to look sceptically in respect to the 
realisation of the idea of the construction of a line between 
Novorossisk and Tuapse, on the ground that the Government of 
Tchernomoria comprises only a narrow strip of land where the 
population is very sparse, and industrial enterprises are too few 
and insignificant to warrant so heavy an outlay as the construction 
of a railway through the district would entail, and that a long 
period of time would have to elapse before those who engage in 
an enterprise of this nature could possibly. hope to reap any 
benefits out of the concern, which could only prove to be a dead 
loss to them. Her Majesty’s Consul is of opinion that this is a 
narrow view to adhere to on an important matter like that of 
the construction of a line through a district-in which all 
manner of vegetation thrives to excess, and where the climatic 
conditions are specially adapted for the cuitivation of a large 
variety of semi-tropical plants, olive, tobacco, fruit of every 
description and certain classes of cereals, the culture of all 
of which might be undertaken to the advantage of the popu- 
lation on a much larger scale than heretofore, but which at the 
present moment, cannot be ventured upon in consequence of. the 
absence of convenient and quick means of communication with 
the principal arteries leading to the centres of consumption, in 
the markets of which the produce of the district under discussion 
could be profitably disposed of. In this respect alone, the railway 
could only bring with it a greater state of prosperity to the district. 

Further, a tendency has been observed within recent years, on 
the part of wealthy people from Russia, to acquire lands along 
the coast for the construction of villas with the object of taking 
refuge therein from the severe cold weather that prevails in more 
Northern latitudes, and as the whole of the coast line is well 
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protected by the main Caucasian range from cold winds,the climate 
of the Government of Tchernomoria is perfectly mild during the 
winter months. A railway would, therefore, also have the effect 
of attracting a larger number of such persons to the district 
whose powers of spending money, as compared with those of the 
permanent inhabitants, and presence in the distict, could but 
improve the condition of the peasantry, both from a social and 
material point of view. 

In view of the foregoing, should it be decided to build the 
railway, it may be that instead of the line proving, as is urged by 
some persons, a burden on the constructors, the undertaking 
would be very remunerative, more especially if the newly-proposed 
railway is extended from Soukhoum to Novo-Senaki, a station on 
the Poti-Samtredi section of the Trans-Caucasian main line, as in 
the latter case, through railway communication being secured, a 
large portion of the passenger and goods traffic of the Trans- 
Caucasus is certain to find its way to Russia over the newly- 
projected line. 


CaLcium CaRBIDE IN Norway. 


A despatch, dated Sth June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, reporting that 
two calcium carbide factories have started work in Norway. The 
larger, of 3,000 horse-power, is situated near Hafslund, the smaller, 
of 1,500 horse-power, near Borregaard, facing each other on either 
side of the Sarpfoss waterfall, above Fredrikstad. It is stated 
that the Hafslund factory is shortly to be increased to 5,000 horse- 
power. It has been built by the Electricitiéits Aktiengesellschaft 
(formerly Schuckert & Co.), Niirnberg. 

It was expected that in July or August, 1899, a third factory in 
Meraker, of 1,500 horse-power, was to be opened, and next year 
one in Kinservik, of 3,600 horse-power. About twenty to thirty 
other calcium carbide factories are in contemplation. 

With its many waterfalls and a plentiful supply of chalkstone 
in some localities, Norway would appear to be more favourably 
situated, with regard to the production of calcium carbide, than 
countries where steam (and not water) has to be used to produce 
the necessary electric power. It is estimated that the cost of electric 
horse-power, produced by waterfalls, will be about 16 to20 kroner 
(17s.9d. to 11. 2s. 3d.) per horse-power per annum. If steam be used 
to generate electricity the cost is far greater. The cheapest rate 
quoted, for instance, by the Christiania Electric Works for a 
ten kilowatts motor of 3,000 working hours a year, is 200 kroner 
(111. 2s. 3d.) per kilowatt per annum, or about 8/. 3s. 7d. per 
electric-horse power. On the other hand, if power be generated 
by water, the kilns can burn all Sunday—a matter of some 
importance in the manufacture of calcium carbide—without extra 
cost. 
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Norway, as is well-known, does not produce coal. It is suggested, 
however, that charcoal might be used instead; but in that case 
the percentage of ash should not exceed 7 per cent. But it is of 
more consequence to possess cheap power and chalk together, 
rather than cheap power and coal in the same locality, and that as 
cheap power is such an important factor, no other country, however 
rich in chalk and coal, can compete with Norway, unless equally 
well supplied with waterfalls. The amount of burnt chalk and 
coal required to produce a ton of calcium ¢arbide is estimated at 
1:2 ton of chalk and 0-8 ton of cinders. 


New Frencu Line or Steamers To New York. 


A despatch, dated 30th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, reporting that 
the Compagnie Générale Transatlantique have just established a 
line of steamers for the transport of goods and emigrants be- 
tween Havre, Bordeaux, Pauillac, and New York, with sailings 
every three weeks. Special rates will be furnished for goods 
forwarded on through bills of lading from the-jnterior of France 
to Canada, and vice versd. It is also stated that a company, com- 
posed of influential Canadian commercial men, has been formed 
with its head office at Bordeaux for the establishment of a direct 
line of steamers between France and Canada, which will start 
from Dunkirk and call at Bordeaux en route to Quebec and 
Montreal. 

It is proposed to carry on this service with French steamers, 
chartered by the month, of shallow draught, under 2,000 tons 
burden, and with a minimum speed of 11 knots. 


PosTaL AND TELEGRAPH SUBSIDIES IN FRANCE. 


The following statement of the various subsidies voted by the 
French Parliament in the Budget for 1889 for Postal and Tele- 
graph services, has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador in Paris :— 


Frances. 
1. Subvention granted to the Mediterranean 
shipping lines 1,851,666 
2. Subvention granted for the service between 
Calais and Dover ... _ 250,000 


3. Subvention granted for the servica to New 
York and the West Indies papeenages pre- 
miums for speed) 11,258,000 
4, Subvention granted for the ‘service “ Indo- | ; 
China and Japan... 6,083,688 | 
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5. Subvention granted for the service to Algeria, France. 

Tunis, Tripoli, and Morocco pte pre- 

miums for speed) ... ... 1,850,000 
6. Subvention granted for tke service to Aus- 

tralia and New Caledonia ... ... .. 8,107,936 
7. Subvention granted for the service to ike 

East Coast of Africa and Madagascar ... 1,924,640 
8. Subvention emeiin to the West Cvast of 


Frs. 26,826,780 


Total for postal services £ 1,053,071 


9. Subvention granted to company whose cable 

connects St. Louis (Senegal) with Rio 

Nunez, Grand widen Porto Novo, and 

Gaboon me 300,000 
10. Subvention granted we Bons company for 

cable from France to American coast and 


Total for and 27,026,780 
services . £ 1,081 071 


PILoTAGE REGULATIONS AT BOULOGNE. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Oflice 
copy of extract from the “Journal Officiel” containing the new 
regulations in regard to pilotage at Boulogne. The above may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 
11 am. and 5 p-m. 


TRADE OF MARTINIQUE IN 1898. 


The following report on the trade and shipping of Martinique 
for 1898 has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul 
at St. Pierre. 

The British shipping entered at St. Pierre in 1898 comprised 
216 vessels, of an aggregate tonnage of 223,389 tons, as against 
217 vessels of 220,001 tons in 1897 
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The value of the imports in 1898 was as follows :— 


From France and French Colonies 
United States 
Other countries 


£526,000 
288,000 
161,000 


29 


£975,000 
The total exports were valued in 1898 at 935,0001. 
The following table shows the quantities of the staple products 
of the island exported in 1898 and 1897 :— 


Exports of produce. 


1898. 1897. 
Products. 4 g 5 8 3 
Sugar— 
Usine...Tons} 31,070 | 246 8| 31,319 34,446 | 140} 14] 34,600 
Muscovado,, _— 150 1 151 13 120 1 134 
Total ,, 31,070 | 396 31,470 84,459 | 260} 15] 34,734 
Molasses, 13) — 13 1 45) — 46 
Rum Gals. |3,317,000 |15,400 |2,250 |3,334,600 |'3,819,"0) |48,500 |3,000 [3,871,000 
Cocoa Tons 635 | — 635 499 | — 499 
Cassia — | — 134 || 140 | = 120 
Logwood ,, 932; — 932 1,545 | — 1,545 
| 


The total receipts at the Government dry dock, Fort de France, 
in 1898, were 117,411 francs, as compared with 193,655 francs in 
1897. The dry dock is said to be in want of repairs, including a 
new cofferdam gate. 

The imports of coal by the Compagnie Général Transatlantique 
average about 10,000 tons per month, of which about two-thirds 
are American and one-third is Welsh. 

An American has been trying for some time to obtain the 
concession of a site at Fort de France, with the intention of 
starting a coal depOt, but so far has not been successful. The 
sum of 8,000/. has been voted by the Conseil-Général for the 
purchase of the Antigua dredger ‘“Pholos” for the improvement 
of the harbour of Tort de France, but although the loan has been 
granted, the sale has not been completed. 


DISCOVERIES OF CoaL IN NortH EASTERN FRANCE. 
A despatch, dated 9th June last, has been received at the 
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Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Calais concerning recent 
discoveries of coal in the Pas-de-Calais, at Frémicourt, which, 
though not very far from existing workings, is looked upon by 
geologists as important, as being below an imaginary line to the 
south of which coal was not supposed to exist, a “ fault” or rock- 
wall intervening. It is now thought that further seams of coal 
may be found to the south of the said line. The seam first struck 
is said to be about two and a-half feet thick, of good bituminous 
coal, and another seam has been found only ten feet lower down. 

It is stated that the coal is identical with that found at the 
Kentish borings between Dover and Canterbury, the progress of 
which had been watched with great interest by M. Breton, 
the engineer whose name is associated with the recent discoveries 
in the Pas-de-Calais. 


ProposED Harsour Works aT CasSTELLon (SPAIN). 


A despatch, dated 6th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office through H.M. Consul at Barcelona from the British 
Vice-Consul at Burriana, calling attention to the progress which is 
being made with the port or harbour works at Castellon. It is 
intended to construct a small port by means of two breakwaters. 
One of these will be some 500 yards in length, and curve at a 
length of about 400 yards towards the other breakwater, which 
_will only be 300 yards long. Work has been proceeding on the 
larger breakwater some time, and during the last two years much 
progress has been made. The breakwater in question is situated 
about 280 yards north of the Castellon light, and at present 
extends about 320 yards out to sea at right angles to the shore, or 
in an easterly direction. Such a breakwater may form a source of 
danger to vessels navigating along the coast, and in order to 
minimise this it has been suggested to the authorities the 
desirability of placing a light at the end of the mole. They 
promise to have this done before the next shipping season begins 
in November. It is stated that captains of British steamers have 
complained that there is no mention of this Castellon breakwater 
in present charts. 


Spanish Customs REVENUE FoR APRIL. 


A despatch, dated 5th June, received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, states that the following is a 
summary of the Spanish Customs Revenue for April as given in 
the “ Imparcial ” :— 

During April there were collected for import duties 11,367,028 
pesetas against 6,623,651 collected during the same month of last 

ear. 
. Export duties amounted to 83,717 pesetas, against 26,062 
during the same period last year. ' 


July 1899.] DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS, 87 


Adding to this, small miscellaneous dues and charges, the sum 
collected in April in the Custom Houses amounts to 12,668,584 
pesetas, which, at par, would amount to 506,7431. 


THE Inpustry oF LEGHORN. 


According to a recent report of H.M. Consul at Leghorn, the 
outlook of the coral trade last year did not seem very hope- 
ful, and the trifling increase in the export of 1898 is scarcely 
worth considering. The export in 1890 amounted to 53,860 lbs. 
but in 1898, to only 28,358 Ibs., a decline sufficiently disheartening 
to those connected with the trade, and which can only be properly 
realised when the delicacy and high value of the article is borne in 
mind and understood. A far smaller number of boats engaged 
this year in the fishery at the Sciacca beds, the remainder having 
found it more profitable to abandon the coral for the sponge 
fishery. Owing to this fact and the greater scarcity of coral at 
Sciacca, prices of the raw material were somewhat in excess of the 
previous year’s figures. From this it might be expected that 
manufacturers would also have been able to secure a higher figure 
but this, on the whole, does not appear to have been the case. 
The conditions of the Indian market which remain unvaried, 
coupled with the keen competition, do not admit of exporters 
making even a legitimate advance in prices. Moreover, Polish 
merchants, the principal buyers of the article made from Sciacca 
coral, have this year hung back owing to the slight demand, which 
may possibly be due to local causes such as depression in agricul- 
ture. The demand among the Nepaulese on the Calcutta market 
seems to have been brisk and sales considerable, but at prices 
unremunerative to the producer. At Madras the results of the 
recent epidemic appear still to have been felt, and the market has 
been quiet. Other Indian markets, too, have been far from active.— 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2241.) 


OPENING FOR BritisH TRADE IN TRIESTE. - 


According to a recent report of H.M. Consul at Trieste, there 
would appear to be an opening in that town for the sale of good, 
plain lawn tennis requisites of British make, the game having 
taken a great hold among the well-to-do classes in Austria. 

‘There are several clubs in Trieste alone, and many families have 
private grounds. ‘No shop at present exists in Trieste where 
requisites, such as, for example, the following, can be bought :— 
Raquets, at a cost of 10 to 12 florins; balls, best quality; nets, 
shoes, and any other requisites. The game. is played on gravel 
courts, or a kind of concrete, so that lawn-mowers are not used. 

In calculating profits on the sale of these articles, the Customs 
dues, should be taken. into, account. The articles now in use are 
purchased in Vienna. 
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Income Tax Laws In Bavaria. 


A despatch, dated 8th June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Munich, with reference to the amount 
of income tax payable in Bavaria under the new Bavarian Income 
Tax Laws. Income tax is only payable on the net amount actually 
brought to or drawn from Bavaria, and every resident in Bavaria 
has to make a declaration specifying the amount of his income from 
every source. No tax is payable in Bavaria on any income realised 
in England or elsewhere. For example the tax on a pension of 
8701. would be charged at the rate of 2 per cent. under the 
Einkommensteuer, and on an “annuity” of 1,750J. at the rate of 
3§ per cent. under the Kapitalrentensteuer, but if a less amount in 
either case be brought to Bavaria, the rate would be lower, the tax 
being progressive. As the Government is only empowered to remit 
the tax for foreigners in case of reciprocity, and as income tax is 
payable by foreigners in England, no claim for exemption from 
payment of income tax can be made by foreign residents in Bavaria. 


Fever at Vera Crvz. 


The following particulars concerning yellow fever at Vera 
Cruz have been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul 
at that port in a despatch, dated 17th June last. During the 
present year, from Ist January to 15th June, there have been 
644 cases of yellow fever. 

During the month of May last there were 303 cases and 152 
deaths. From the Ist to the 15th June there were 283 cases 
and 129 deaths. On 16th June there were 11 new cases and 6 
deaths. 

On referring to the statistics of previous years from 1866, it 
will be seen that the greater number of deaths from yellow 
fever occur during May, June, July, August, September, and 
October. Of these months June and July show the heaviest 
returns. The present year shows a higher mortality during 
May, viz., 155, than any on record for that month in previous 
years. 

The population of Vera Cruz is estimate] at about 30,000, 
but at the present time 25,000 would be perhaps more correct, 
as many people have left the place on account of its unhealthy 
condition. 

So many hands from amongst the native labourers on the 
works in the course of construction in Vera Cruz have deserted 
that it may become necessary to shut down work during the 
epidemic. 

At the date of the Consul’s despatch the shipping in the 
bay was free from yellow fever. The rains had legun, but as 
the drainage is defective, it was feared ‘hat instead of cleaning 
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the town and improving the health of the place, water would 
accumulate and stagnate in pools, thus aggcavating the sick- 
ness. 


Monopo.Ly oF THE Matcu TRADE IN CaARACAs. 


A despatch, dated 24th May last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul at Caracas, stating 
that a monopoly of the match trade by the Venezuelan Govern- 
ment has been authorised by Congress. 

A translation of the decree authorising the above may be seen on 
application to the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


OPENING FoR Retail TRADERS IN RIO DE JANEIRO. 


With regard to a possible opening for retail trade in Rio de 
Janeiro, the British Acting Consul-General, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, writes as follows :— 

‘Local retail trade has never received much attention from 
Englishmen, yet there is reason to believe that this class of 
business might not only be made the channel of distribution for 
many British commodities at present little, if at all, known here, 
but of extending the consumption of such classes of articles as are 
already in demand. 

“Tam of opinion that Rio de Janeiro and neighbouring cities 
would be a good field for the operations of a syndicate of British 
capitalists or manufacturers, if one could be formed for the purpose 
of starting a large general store on the co-operative principle. 

“The stores should be well stocked with articles of every 
description of British, and where necessary, of Continental manu- 
facture. 

“Such an enterprise would also probably find it profitable to 
open a store in London for the retail sale of produce imported 
direct from Brazil, such as coffee, cocoa, tapioca, matte, vanilla, 


&c. The largest firm of coffee roasters in the United States carry - 


on their business on this plan, and it is well known with what 
excellent results. 

“It is reported that a French trading company is being formed 
somewhat on the lines here suggested. 

“ At present the retail trade of Rio de Janeiro is chiefly in the 
hands of the Portuguese, and with them it appears to be a very 
thriving field of enterprise.”"—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2284.) 


ComMMERcIAL SocrETIES IN AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a pamphlet which has lately been published in 
Brussels, giving a brief account of the companies constituted in 
Belgium, or the Congo State, for doing business in Africa. 
The following memorandum gives the points of chief interest in 
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“this pamphlet, which will show the extraordinary development 
“which this class of business has lately attained in the Belgian 
market. 
‘1.—Sociétés Belges Congolaises. 

The first company mentioned in the enclosed pamphlet, “ La 
Compagnie du Congo pour le Commerce et l’industrie,” started 
with such a varied programme that from time to time it has 
promoted five other companies to carry out different sections of 
its proposed undertakings. 

Of the remaining thirty-two companies (including the five 
above mentioned), two are railway companies—Le Chemin de 
fer du Congo and Société des Chemins de fer vicinaux du 
Mayumbe ; two are steamship companies—La Compagnie Belge 
Maritime du Congo and Société anonymé Maritime du Congo ; 
one is a company for developing Boma by means of hotels, 
warehouses, tramway lines, &c.; one is a company formed to 
work factories at Matadi, Tumba, and Boma; one is a company 
to carry on the export and import trade with the Congo; and 
one is a company created to carry on a business in wheat and 
flour with mills, bakeries, &c. 

The other twenty-four companies have been formed with the 
general object of engaging in commerce, planting, mining, and 
in some instances also in financial operations in the Independent 
State of the Congo. 

The nominal capital of the above-mentioned companies is 
nearly eighty million franes (3,200,000/.) (not including the 
forty-five million franes’ worth of obligations which the 
Chemin de fer du Congo has the power to issue, and of which 
some thirty-five million francs’ worth appear to have been 
issued). Of this amount :— 

Francs. 

The Chemin de fer du Congo has a capital of ... 30,000,000 

The Société Générale Africaine has a capital of 12,000,000 

The Société anonymé Belge pour le Commerce 


du haut Congo has a capital of he ..- 9,050,000 
The Compagnie du Katanga has a capital of ... 3,000,000 
The Compagnie du Lomanie has a capital of ... 3,000,000 


And the Mayumbe Railway Co. has a capital of 3,000,000 


2.—Sociétés Coloniales Belges en Afrique. 


Particulars are also given of twenty-eight other Belgian 
colonial companies doing business in Africa, with a nominal 
aggregate capital of about one hundred million francs 
(4,000,000/.). Of these, three companies are specially interested 
in Abyssinia—z.e., La Société pour le developpement de ]’indus- 
trie et du Commerce dans les provinces équatoriales d’Abys- 
sinie, Le Comptoir Commercial et Industrial de 1’Afrique 
Orientale, and Le Syndicate International. The oldest of these 

. companies only dates from 9th June, 1897; thirteen of them 
from 1898, and the remaining fourteen from this year. 


. 
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N.B.—Since the publication of MM. Plas and Pourbaix’s 
pamphlet, the foundation of the following companies has been 
announced : — 


Francs. 
Société du Mayumbe sips ... Capital 3,500,000 
Société de produits de Mayumbe ... . 1,000,000 
La Coloniale Industrielle ... hal i 8,000,000 


and the Centrale Africaine Company has been reconstituted 
(27th May, 1899) with a capital of one million francs. 


REGULATIONS IN CASE OF OUTBREAK OF CHOLERA OR PLAGUE IN 
Eaypr. 

A despatch, dated 30th May last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, transmitting 
copy of a Khedival decree, published in the ‘Official Journal,” 
of 29th May, prescribing the measures which will be adopted by 
the Egyptian sanitary authorities in the event of an outbreak of 
plague or cholera in Egypt. 

These regulations, in so far as they apply to foreign subjects, have 
been approved by the General Assembly of the mixed tribunals. A 
copy may be seen on application at the Commercial Department, 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


REGULATIONS FOR LimiTeD LiaBILIiry CoMPANIES IN 


A despatch, dated 27th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, 
transmitting copy of extract from the “ Official Journal,” containing 
a resolution passed by the Council of Ministers on 17th April 
relative to the conditions which must in future be fulfilled for the 
creation of a limited liability company in Egypt. The above 
may be seen in French on application at the Commercial Depart- 
ment, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


OPENING FOR BritisH CapPITAL IN TUNIS. 


The best openings for British capital and enterprise in the 
Regency of Tunis lie in the direction of (1) agricultural machinery 
and steam flour-mills ; (2) mines and quarries ; (3) vine-growing ; 
(4) dairy farming. H.M. Consul-General at Tunis reports that, as 
regards the last-named, there is a distinct opening for an 
enterprising farmer who will perhaps import a little breeding 
stock to improve the milk-producing qualities of the local cattle, 
but who in any case would set up dairies in the principal centres 
of population where cows and goats might be kept, wherein good, 
unadulterated milk might be furnished to customers, and butter, 
cream, and even cheese sold. At present all the cream which is 
used in Tunis for confectionery has to be imported from Marseilles ; 


and almost all the butter must be likewise imported from Italy 
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or France, or in tins from Denmark. Persons who desire pure 
milk must keep their own goats or cows. Yet, apart Sis 
rich Moors, who live to a great extent in European style; 
apart from the great hotels, who have to cater for six 
months in the year for hordes of tourists, there are 110,000 
Europeans residing in the Regency who require milk, cream, 
butter, and cheese, and who have to import all the three last- 
named articles from abroad. He also thinks a business which would 
turn out good aérated waters, ginger beer, and ginger ale would 
be a great success. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2279.) 


THe Cost oF LiIvING IN JAPAN. 


According to a report recently received at the Foreign Office 
(Annual Series, 2277) the cost of living in Japan has risen rapidly 
within the past few years. Rice, which is the staple food of the 
Japanese, reached its highest price in August, 1898, and has since 
then fallen considerably, but other articles of diet have risen in 
price, and with the new duties and increased taxes it is certain 
that living, at least for the foreigner, will cost more in the future 
than it has done in the past. It is a mistake to suppose that Japan 
isa country where subsistence is very cheap. Some articles of daily 
consumption cost less, others more, than they do in England, and 
after the foreign resident has taken everything into consideration 
he will not find living in Japan so cheap after all. On the whole, 
living may be said to cost much about the same as it does at home. 
Take the case of Yokohama, for example. House rent on the Bluff 
has not increased appreciably during the last 12 months, but the 
rents of dwelling-houses in the settlement as well as of offices are 
higher than they were a year ago. Godown rent is very much 
higher. Japanese dwelling-houses round the settlement are let at’ 
much advanced prices. On a sterling basis rents are about the 
same as they were 20 years ago. 

Provisions imported under the new tariff are sold at prices 
greater than the increased Customs duty would appear to warrant. 
Fresh vegetables, poultry, and fish cost more than they did a year 
ago, though the price of butcher’s meat has nct risen. Bread is 
now § sen (2d.) a pound compared with 6 sen (14d.) last year. The 
wages of artisans and labourers as well as those of house servants 
are higher, and jinrikisha fares have grown. Local freights, too, are 
higher. 


Tue Business Tax Law or JAPAN. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a translation of the Business Tax Law of Japan of 1896. 

Article 15 of this Law reads as follows :— 

“ Article 15.—In the case of businesses of selling goods, of con- 
tracting for building or other work of construction, of contracting 
for the supply of labour, of letting on hire of rooms, of inns, of 
restaurants, of agencies, of middlemen, and of brokers, the tax 
will be levied on each shop or place of business. 


. 
q 
d 
| 
| 
| 
q 
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* Should there be several such shops or places of business, where 
the capital is divided, the tax will be levied separately, and where 
it is not divided the tax will be levied in one joint assessment.” 

By a Law of March 1, 1899, the following addition is made to 
the Article quoted :— 

‘“* But when there are several shops, or other places of business 
established both in Japan and abroad, if the capital is not divided, 
the amount of capital employed in each shop, or other place of 
business, in Japan, will be estimated, and the tax levied on the 
amount employed in each case in Japan alone.” 

An additional Article (40) has also been added, as follows :— 

“ Article 40.—The provisions of the note attached to the second 
clause of Article 15 extend to cases where there are several shops 
or other places of business, established both in places where this 
Law is, and in places where it is not in force.” 

The complete text of the translation of the Business Tax Law, 
as amended, will be published in a forthcoming number of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal,” and in the meantime may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, any day between 11 and 5. 


Corron SPINDLES IN JAPAN. 


According to a recent Foreign Office report (Annual Series, 2277), 
the number of spindles in operation in Japan at the end of 1898 
was 1,108,404, over 200 per cent. more than six years ago. The 
following table shows the number of spindles, number of employés, 
wages, and profits for the latter half of the year, of 18 of the leading 
spinning companies in Japan :— 


Number of Em- 
Spinning ployés, Daily Wages. 
Factories. Spindles. Spind!e. 
Male. |Female.}| Ma’e. Female. 
d. ad. Gs 
Setitsu ... «| 50,608 600 2,400 64* 54* 
Hirano ... «| 32,400 770 1,771 2 to20 1} to7} 3 0 
Sakai... 26,128 199 768 24,,133 | 7 2 5 
Miye... oss) 49,712 632 1,881 — — 3 3 
Fukuyama 13,824 148 416 | 28 
Owari ... 39,104 294 1,477 23 ,, 94 1} ,, 8% 3 7 
Koriyama 273 769 15 1} ,, 64 
Kur.shiki 21,608 158 1,268 5}* 34* i 
Osaka... 55,344 914 3,042 2 tol4 1}to6} 1 4 
Senshu ... 19,264 220 750 43,,15 3 ,, 83 3 4t 
Okayama 26,136 38 t 1,158 63* 43* 2 5 
Temma ... 28,038 178 763 64* 
9,520 196 555 331015 2 to7} 3 2+ 
tokio Gas Spin- 
ning 20.568 149 605 8%,,183 | 22,, 53 1 
Kishisada 22,656 349 907 | 13,,188] 1 3 5 
Zamato 11,620 2.0 431 15 1} 2 2 
* Average. Loss. 


Note.—The Naniwa, one of the largest mills ia Osaka, was dissolved on August 
10th, 1898, 
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XX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS IN INDIA. | 


The Board of Trade have received through the India Office copy 
of a paper recently issued by the Government of India dealing 
with the question of the agricultural implements and machines 
tested in that country. This paper gives a list of such implements 
and machines which have been tested during the years 1897-98, 
and of those in use which are reported to have met with more or 
less marked success. 

Details are given of the designation of the implement, its use, 
special advantages or instructions, price where procurable, name 
and designation of official reporter, opinion, extent to which used 
by native agriculturists, together with remarks by the official 
reporter. 


TRADE OF CoLony. 


The following tables showing the value of the imports into and 
exports from Cape Colony, including bullion and specie, for the 
ten months ended 30th April, 1899, as compared with a similar 
period of 1898, are taken from the ‘‘ Cape of Good Hope Govern- 
ment Gazette ” for May 16th last :— 


Ten months ended 30th April. 
1897-1898. 1898-1899. 
Imports : £ £& 
Merchandise... ows ove 13,408,000 13,068,000 
Government articles ove 1,201,000 917,000 
Total ... ose ove 14,644,000 14,437,000 
Exports : 
Colonial products (exclusive of diamonds and 
Diamonds... ose 3,593,000 3,688,000 
Imported goods re-exported ook 235,000 267,000 
Total ... ove 19,234,000 22,127,000 


The increase in the exports of raw gold is, especially noticeable, 
amounting‘as it does to 3,497,000/. 


AMERICAN Stock ror SoupaN RalLways. 
The “‘ Manufacturer” records that a few days ago two trains of 
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steel gondola cars, each train containing 50 cars, started eastward 
from Pittsburg for shipment to Egypt, where they will be 
placed in service by the Egyptian Railway Company on the 
railway built along the Nile. The cars were built in Pittsburg 
and were run to Jersey City on their own wheels to be 
transhipped to Alexandria. American steel cars were selected to 
run on the railway by the English authoritiés, as it was believed 
that they could stand the peculiar climate of the Nile better than 
wooden cars. It is announced that the Pressed Steel Car Company 
is in receipt of additional orders for 200 cars of the same type for 
Egypt. 


Tron AND STEEL PRODUCTION OF RussIA. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels” has recently published 
a statement showing the production of iron and steel in the 
various districts of Russia in the year 1898. The statement is as 
follows :— 


Puddled Rolled Iron 
District. Cast Iron. Steel. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
South... 760,000 57,000 508,000 410,000 
Centre... 170,000 63,000 117,000 164,000. 
Oural pre 670,000 350,000 156,000 366,000. 
Poland ... wad 230,000 76,000 200,000 225,000 
St. Petersburg ... ieee 6,000 26,000 200,000 206,000 
| 
Total 1,836,000 572,000 1,181,000 | 1,371,000 


Frenco Trapinc 1n Russia. 


The French Consul at Odessa, in a report to his Government, 
outlines a unique plan followed by representatives of a Paris 
house in introducing their wares into Russia. This firm sends out 
representatives into various European cities, particularly those in 
Russia, taking with them samples of their goods together with 
complete information as to their price with all charges paid except 
the tariff dues, and the goods landed at the purchaser’s door. 

The representative sent to Russia entered that country through 
Poland, visiting in order, Warsaw, St. Petersburg, Moscow, Kieff, 
and Odessa. In euch of these cities he made sales on his first visit 
valued at 25,000 francs, which for the first trip is considered as a 
good result. This representative proceeds as follows: He first 
obtains from the consulate a list of the best families and of the 
most important citizens in the city in which he wishes to work, 
and to these he either sends printed invitations or gives personal 
requests to visit a display of his wares in a room in one of the best 
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hotels. It is thus not with either the jobbers nor the retailers, but 
with the consumers themselves that he deals, in this way cutting 
out all intermediate profits. 

The buyer finds a very decided advantage in buying directly 
from sample from the French dealer, receiving from the house a 
personal guarantee of the good quality of the goods, while at the 
same time he pays a smaller price than that for which he could 
purchase the goods in the Russian stores. The agent expects to 
repeat his visit once every year, and he has appointed a French 
representative in each of the cities visited who will attend to the 
payment of the duties and deliver the goods to the customers with- 
out any trouble on their part. 

Some carriage-building firms have followed this plan, with con- 
siderable success, and by way of comment on the results of these 
efforts, the Consul says that, while it may not be possible to create 
any new openings for commerce in this way, it covers the ground 
more thoroughly and effectively than can be done by sending 
catalogues and prices current. 


Tie ANGLO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN BRUSSELS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Year-book 
(for 1898—99) of the Anglo-American Chamber of Commerce in 
Belgium, The present issue contains a list of members, a history 
of the formation and progress of the Chamber, summary of business, 
a section devoted to treaties and tariffs, &c. 


ELectric IN GERMANY. 


The “Iron Age” reports that, at the end of 1898, 68 cities in 
Germany were equipped with electric railways and in 35 other 
cities electric lines were being constructed or were provided for, 
the total length of the operating roads being 888 miles, with 1,205 
miles of track, 3,190 motor cars and 2,128 trailers. The length of 
new line under construction or contracted for was 830 miles. In 
1891 only three German cities could boast of railways of this type. 


FREE EMIGRATION TO FRENCH COLONIES. 


The ‘ Dépéche Coloniale” publishes some figures of the French 
Colonial Office relating to free emigration to French Colonies 
during the first five months of 1899 :— 

New Caledonia.—140 emigrants received free passages to this 
colony, of which 88 went for the purpose of trading or settling 
in colony. These 88 possessed among them a capital of 
8,9781. 

Indo-China.—58 persons received free passages, 21 of whom 
(with an aggregate capital of 7,3681.) went to settle or trade in the 
colony. 
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Madagascar.—23 emigrants received free passages, of whom 
14 (with a total capital of 1,024/.) were intending settlers or 
traders. 


Eight free passages were granted to other colonies. 


“CHEwina Gum” Trust IN AMERICA, 


The “ American Chicle Company” is the name chosen by the new | 
9,000,000 dollars combination of manufacturers of chewing gum ~ 
in the United States. One-third of the stock is preferred and 
two-thirds will be common. 

The name of the new concern is derived from that of a peculiar 
vegetable gum which is secured from a tropical plant, the Achras 
Sapota, found chiefly in Mexico, and which forms the principal 
ingredient of chewing gum as now used. 

he “ Manufacturer ” reports that chewing gum may be regarded 
as apurely American concoction. Originally it was made almost 
entirely from spruce gum from the forests of New England, where 
that product was first used in a crude form as a masticatory. As 
the habit spread and spruce gum became more scarce and more 
expensive, the chewing gum manufacturers were forced to find a 
new substance to take its place. Various articles were experimented 
with, among them being a form of paraffin. None of these were 
found suitable for the purpose, however, till chicle was hit upon. 
This peculiar gum was first imported into the United States in 1867, 
for use as an adulterant in india-rubber manufacture, which sub- 
stance it closely resembles in many respects. When in crude form 
chicle is an opaque gum of a dingy greyish colour, and of about the 
consistency of beeswax. ; 

The figures for the value of the*imports of this product for 
consumption in the United States are not separately stated for any | 
year prior to 1895, but since that time they have been as follows: 
1895, 1,903,655 pounds, valued at 490,438 dollars ; 1896, 3,618,483 
pounds, valued at 1,167,101 dollars; 1897, 5,315,902 pounds, 
valued at 1,091,892 dollars; 1898, 1,060,660 pounds, valued at 
147,407 dollars. 

Under the former tariff schedule the substance was admitted free 
of duty, but under the Dingley law it pays a duty of 10 cents per 
pound. This fact accounts for the large quantity imported during 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1897, and the corresponding low 
figure for 1898. 


ARTIFICIAL CoTTON FROM 


The United States Consul at Reichenberg, under date of 21st 
April, 1899, quotes an account in a local newspaper of a process for 
making artificial cotton from the wood of the fir-tree. It appears 
that the wood is reduced to thin shavings, which are placed ina 
washing apparatus, exposed to the influence of steam for ten hours. 
They are then subjected to a strong preparation of sodium lye and 
are heated under great pressure for thirty-six hours. The wood is 
now changed to pure cellulose, and to give this a greater resisting 
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power some castor oil, caffeine, and gelatine are added, The sub- 


stance is then put into an apparatus and made into threads, which . 


are reeled. The article concludes :— 

“ Artificial cotton can be produced so cheaply that the genuine 
article can hardly compete with it, and one cannot say that it is a 
sham, for it is composed, exactly as the natural cotton, of pure 
cellulose.” 

The Consul adds: “In a country such as Germany, where 
forests of fir-trees abound and are made perennial by constant 
replanting as the large trees are cut down, and where: all the cotton 
used in the numerous factories must be brought from, far India and 
the United States, such a device should be profitable.” 


BRIQUETTES OF BitumMINoUS COAL. 


According to the Baltimore “American,” the soft coal dealers of 
that region are much interested in a proposition from Chicago to 
utilise coal-dust at the mines in the manufacture of bricks for 
heating purposes. The company which intends to utilise the 
dust of both bituminous and anthracite coal is known as the 
Briquette Coal Company. A factory plant has been established in 
Chicago. The inventor claims that bricks manufactured by his 
process will yield more heat than either bituminous or anthracite 
coal in its original form. It is estimated by mine-owners that 
at least 1,000,000 tons of coal-dust are wasted annually, though 
much is used in filling up swampy land and as beds for railroad 
tracks. It has been a nuisance because of its liability, if 
allowed to accumulate, to choke up the shafts to mines. 

So far as the process of the inventor has been explained, the 
dust is thrown into a big receptacle, and is carried thence toa 
boiler, and heated almost to the ignition temperature of the dust. 
The paste or pitch is then added, and the combination is next 
passed to a press, where the brick is moulded. The apparatus for 
producing the brick is automatic. It is claimed that in the process 
of manufacture of the brick the undesirable gases and elements in 
coal are dissipated. 


New InsuLaTinG MATERIAL. 


A new insulating material known as iron felt is made at the 


Aldershof Works, near Berlin. This felt, according to the 
“ Manufacturer,” consists essentially of long and strong woollen 
fibres, impregnated with a by-product of petroleum, and then 
coated (with a certain amount of penetration) by a gelatine 
rendered insoluble, and also (alternatively or in addition) with 
india-rubber, afterwards vulcanised. After being subjected to 
considerable pressure, the iron felt assumes the form of plates, 
measuring 20 square centimetres and upwards, with a thickness 
varying from 1 to5 centimetres. These plates are very elastic, being 
practically imperisbable, while they will stand a pressure of 1,158 
kilograms per square centimetre (20,736 pounds per square inch), 
and their surface is so hard as not to be cut by the sharp edges of 
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bolt heads or of iron girders, “Placed as a cushion between rails 
and their chair, or sleepers, under plummer-blocks, or between 
engines and their foundations, this material, it is claimed, will 
prevent vibration. 


Paper Money USELESS IN THE PHILIPPINES. . 


Paper money, according to the ‘‘ Iron Age” cannot be used in the 
Philippines on account of the omnivorous white ant which -infests 
the islands and which is particularly partial to paper. .In a recent 
shipment of 1,000,000 dollars of United States paper currency sent 
for the troops it was found that the.ants got.into the boxes and 
attacked the bills, which were saved from destruction. only by the 
greatest care. In consequence, nothing but gold and silver coin 
will be shipped to Manila in future. 


TRADE AND SHIPPING OF VLADIVOSTOCK. 


The movement of shipping at Vladivostock (Eastern Siberia) is 
assuming greater importance every year. The following table, 
taken from a report in the “ Dépéche Coloniale ” of 21st June last, 
shows the number: and tonnage of vessels: entered at the port in 
the last four years :— 


Year. No. of vessels. Tonnage. 
1895 wee ov 174 199,291 
1898 ove ooo 286 344,703 


A considerable portion of the merchandise exported from. Kurope 
to Vladivostock is transhipped at Shanghai or at Japanese ports, 
which has great disadvantages, as the consignees do not receive 
their goods till some months after they left European ports. The 
Japanese line (Nippon Yuson Kaisha) ship monthly cargoes at 
Antwerp for Viadivostock and is in the most general use by 
shippers to that port. “La Dépéche Coloniale” advises the 
establishment of direct communication between some northern 
French port and the Russian port to do away with the tranship- 
ments now necessary, and compete with Japanese and German lines. 

A report from the commercial agent of the United States at 
— gives the following summary of trade at that port in 


1898. 

Tons. 
Imports into Vladivostock  ... a 262,512 
Cin transit) sas 6,602 
Exports from Vlalivostock ... wis 80,945 


be 
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The amount of freight exported from Vladivostock by private 
steamers in 1898 was 26,240 tons, of which 21,930 tons were for 
European ports. The volunteer fleet carried 5,022 tons of exports. 


Direct STEAM COMMUNICATION BETWEEN GERMANY AND CHINA. 


According to a recent report by the French Ambassador at 
Berlin, very active measures are being taken in Germany to 
encourage and develop the trade between that country and China 
by means of direct communications. German shipping companies 
have already modified their itineraries and their tariffs in such a 
manner as to successfully compete with foreign lines running steamers 
to the Chinese ports, and moreover, servicesof coasting steamers have 
been established. At the present time the German flag is preparing 
to penetrate into the Yang-tse-Kiang, where hitherto English and 
Chinese shipping companies have alone been represented. Accord- 
ing to reliable information a large German house established in 
China has recently ordered three steamers for employment on the 
Blue River, and these are to be ready next year. ‘This, it is said, is 
only a beginning, and the house in question, whose resources are 
considerable, is expected to largely increase their operations in this 
direction. 


Rattway ACCIDENTS IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that the accidents on Japanese 
railways during the year ended March 31st, 1897, were as 
follows 


Killed. Wounded. 
Government Lines— 
Osu ... ome 1 0 
Hokuriku 3 4 
Total ... 148 94 
Private Railways— 
Nippon ovo ove ove ove 115 68 
Total ... 204 165 


Comparing these figures with the mileage of the lines, the 
following results are obtained :— 
Government lines, 660 miles— 
148 killed; 94 wounded; namely, 22 killed and 14 
wounded per 109 miles. 
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Private lines, 1,340 miles— 
204 killed; 169 wounded; namely, 15 killed and 12 
wounded per 100 miles. 
It would appear from these figures that the advantage is on the 
side of the private lines in respect of management and control. 


THe SHARE OF FOREIGN MERCHANTS IN JAPANESE TRADE. 


For the purpose of comparing the share taken by Japanese 
merchants in the country’s foreign trade with that taken by foreign 
merchants, the following figures are quoted in the “Japan 
Weekly Mail ”:— 

Import Trade. 


By Japanese By foreign 
merch.nts. merchants. 


Yen, Yen. 


Export trade. 


By Japanese | By foreign 
merchants, merchants. 


Yen. Yen. 
1888 aes ate 7,081,324 56,599,289 
1896 ror 29,565 487 85,050,2 t6 


XXI.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford—A meeting of the Bradford Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on 28th June last, Mr. W. A. Whitehead (pre- 
sident) in the chair. 

The minutes of the Anthrax Committee showed that the com- 
mittee had had under consideration the draft wool-sorting rules 
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as drawn up by a joint committee of the Chamber and the 
Trades Council. Some amendments which ‘had been thought 
by the Chamber to be as much in the interests of the workmen 
as of the employers had been made, but these were objected to 
by the Trades Council. It had been resolved to forward to the 
Home Office the rules as agreed to, and to suggest that the 
Council, while agreeing with the proposed rules so far as they 
went, were strongly of opinion that in the interests of employers 
and employed the rules ought to be amended in a few minor 
points as recommended by the committee. 

The minutes of the Paris Exhibition Executive Committee 
were presented, and showed that the following rules had been 
drawn up with reference to the proposed collective exhibit of 
Bradford textiles at the Paris Exhibition:— _ 

(1) That a collective exhibit be formed, such exhibit to be 
called “The City of Bradford Exhibit.” (2) That the exhibit 
shall comprise textiles which are either manufactured, dyed, or 
finished in Bradford and district. (3) That a circular, signed 
by the president on behalf of the Chamber, be addressed to 
merchants, manufacturers, spinners, and others connected with 
the Bradford trade, asking whether such firms are willing to 
furnish goods for exhibition. (4) That an Exhibits Committee 
be formed, with power to add to their number, for the purpose 
of interviewing manufacturers, merchants, and spinners, with a 
view to securing exhibits, and subsequently appointing experts 
(probably London or Manchester men) to select the goods for 
exhibition. (5) That patterns or goods intended for selection 
or exhibition shall be delivered to the secretary of the Chamber 
of Commerce marked with a distinguishing number. The 
name of the sender shall be known only to the secretary, and 
shall not be divulged by him to anyone. (6) That no names of 
firms be affixed to exhibits or inserted in any catalogue. (7) 
That patterns or goods may be paid for, if necessary. (8) That 
a manager and assistants (conversant with foreign languages) 
be appointed. 

The above minutes were referred back for further considera- 
tion, 

The minutes of the Tariff Committee showed that an intimation 
had been received that the Government intended to appoint, as 
an experiment, two or three commercial agents at foreign in- 
land commercial centres of importance. The sole duty of these 
agents would be to watch and report upon the extent and pro- 
gress of trade in specified districts, and the opportunities of 
developing British interests. The views of the Chamber were 
desired by the Government as to the countries in which these 
agents should be appointed. The committee after consideration, 
- decided to recommend that one agent should be appointed to 
. Russia, with headquarters at Moscow; one in ‘China, in some 
centre in the northern portion where accurate information could 
. be obtained as to what was being done by Russia and Germany ; 
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one in the United States, with headquarters at Boston. Ifa 
fourth country were selected, Japan was suggested. 

The President said that in December last the Chamber had 
brought before it the question of railway rates. It was said 
that the rates from Manchester to various towns were less than 
from Bradford, the distances being equal, or greater. This was 
brought before the Midland Railway Company, and a letter 
had now been received intimating reductions in the railway ~ 
rates from Bradford to Bristol and Bath. Other rates were 
under consideration. 

.The Secretary read a letter which had been received, signed 
by twenty-two firms at Barbadoes, as follows :— 

“Our island Legislature is now concluding a new commereial 
convention with the United States, and their proposals, if 
allowed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, will entail a 
50 per cent. increase of the import duties on the majority of 
articles which we get from Bradford. To put the matter 
shortly, certain articles imported only or chiefly into this island 
from America are to be admitted free or at greatly reduced 
rates, the deficit in revenue caused thereby being met by in- 
creasing the duties by 50 per cent, on goods principally or 
entirely imported from the United Kingdom, thus discriminat- 
ing in favour of the United States. This is grossly unfair to 
British trade, and so we hope you will at once wire the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies asking him not to allow the bill until 
your Chamber has had an opportunity of considering its pro- 
visions.” 

It was resolved to write and ask’ the Colonial Secretary for a 
copy of the Bill, and suggesting that no action be taken until 
the Chamber of Commerce should have had an opportunity of 
considering the matter. 

Bristol—A monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
28th June last, Mr. T. T. Lindrea presiding. 

Several letters were read from various firms, including 
Messrs. Harding and Vick, of Gracechurch-street, London, 
Messrs Watson and Todd, of Liverpool, the Paine Lumber 
Company, of Liverpool, Messrs. Bryce, Junr., and White, 
of Glasgow, London and Bristol, Messrs. Grace and Hayes, 
Mr. Thomas Hill of Bristol, and others, all to the effect 
that they hoped to extend their business by importing into 
Avonmouth, but the increase in rates would so reduce their 
profits on the cargoes, that they doubted they could carry out 
their intention of doing business from Avonmouth Dock, and 
that therefore they would have to send their goods where they 
would be dealt with at reasonable rates. Several of the corres- 
pondents quoted instances of shipments that were lost to the 
port, and assuring the chamber that the competition in the 
timber trade was so severe that it could not bear any increase 
in rates, and expressing the hope that the Docks Committee 
would see their way to reduce the charges which they now pro- 
posed, as they certainly were much higher than what similar 
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labour could be performed for at several other ports in the 
United Kingdom. 

After reading of this correspondence, Mr. H. Perrin moved 
the following resolution:—‘‘The Bristol Timber Importers’ 
Association, having considered the report of the Docks Com- 
mittee, are unanimously of opinion that the assertion therein 
contained, viz., ‘they believe that the extra charges now placed 
on the traffic are not in the least likely to interfere with the 
volume of trade coming to this port’ cannot be substantiated, as 
already there is positive evidence of shipments being diverted 
to competing ports. The Bristol Timber Importers’ Associa- 
tion therefore desires the Council of the Chamber of Commerce 
to take such steps as may be deemed best to protect the trade of 
the port.” 

A general discussion ensued, and, upon the motion of Mr. 
* John Mardon, seconded by Mr. Mark Whitwill, junr., it was 
resolved :—“ That the members of the Council, having heard 
the letters read from shippers and merchants using Avonmouth 
Dock, and the views of the Bristol Timber Importers’ Associa- 
tion, regret that the Docks Committee persist in the policy of 
raising the rates on timber.” 

Attention was directed to the request of the Executive | 
Council of the Associated Chambers with respect to obtaining 
reports from British representatives abroad, or to making 
specific inquiries in the Colonies or foreign countries. Upon 
the motion of Mr. Arthur Lee, seconded by Mr. J. H. Howell, 
it was unanimously resolved:—‘ That the secretary should 
address the Executive Council inquiring for information relat- 
ing to the actual experience of nations who have adopted the 
metric system—(1) As to the ease or difficulty with which the 
change of systems was made, and as to the manner of intro- 
duction of the metric system and the time occupied in making 
the change. (2) As to how far the metric system was satis- 
factory in practical operation, and whether there was any desire 
to return to former systems; and (3) as to what effect the adop- 
tion of the metric system hay had on the commerce of the 
nations adopting it.” 

Dundee.—The monthly meeting of the directors of the Dun- 
dee Chamber of Commerce was held on 6th July, Mr. R. B. 
Don, president, in the chair. ‘ The directors resolved to repre- 
sent to the Board of Trade that a Consultative Committee of 
Shipowners, to meet once a year with the Lighthouse Boards, 
would not be satisfactory, and to urge ihat direct representation 
on the Scottish Boards be given to the shipping interest. Copy 
of a circular from the Bulgarian Government was intimated 
notifying that “sacks coming from India or other infected ports 
by transhipment can only be imported into the Principality at 
the ports of Varna and Bourgas, and by. the frontier post of 
Hebibtchevo after being disinfected. Direct importation into 
Bulgaria of sacks coming from India or other infected localities 
is prohibited.” 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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Notice was received from the Board of Trade that licences are 
not required by commercial travellers in Finland; also that 
the duty on cod and stock fish imported into Cuba had been 
reduced from $2 to $1 per 100 kilograms. It was agreed to 
adopt the recommendation of the Produce Committee in regard 
to the Food and Drugs Bill, and the Secretary was instructed 
to forward a petition against Clause 8 of the Bill, in accordance 
with the draft submitted and approved by the meeting. Several 
members were admitted and formal business was transacted. 

Liverpool_—_Two meetings of the Committee of the African 

Trade Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce have 
taken place recently under the presidency of Mr. Alfred L. 
Jones, chairman of the section. 
- The complaint that duty was being imposed on rubber coming 
into the Gold Coast Colony by land was reconsidered in con- 
nection with recent correspondence with members of the section. 
Instances of imposition of the 10 per cent. import duty on 
rubber entering the colony by sea from French Ivory Coast 
ports were reported by one member, and as such rubber had 
been found to be adulterated with sand and inferior in quality, 
no objection was made to the imposition of the duty on such 
rubber. No specific case was reported of imposition of duty on 
rubber coming over the land frontiers. However, on the 
departure of Sir Frederick Hodgson, on the 24th ult., the objec- 
tion of the committee to the levying of duty on parcels by land 
was made known to him, and his Excellency promised that 
immediately on his arrival in the colony the complaint should 
be looked into, and if necessary an amending ordinance passed 
providing for the importation of rubber by land free of duty. 

Another matter of complaint by traders was also laid before 
Sir Frederick, viz., that the Government of the colony were 
receiving parcels of coffee from native planters for sale. It was 
explained by Sir Frederick that his Government had taken 
measures to stimulate the growth and export of coffee, and that 
recently small planters had complained that in consequence of 
the nominal price, 1d. per lb. offered them at the ports for their 
produce, it would be useless for them to cultivate coffee, as such 
price would not pay them for their labour. The Government 
had, therefore, in order to encourage the planters to persevere, 
offered to take their coffee at a more remunerative price, but 
one at which a profit could be made on the transaction by the 
native and no loss entailed on the Government. Sir Frederick 
announced that this measure of help would be continued. 

In regard to the working of the criminal code recently passed 
at the Gold Coast, the Governor reported that it had not been 
accompanied by any unpleasant friction, and that the con- 
dition of the numerous ordinances embodying criminal law had 
been highly useful and beneficial to the officers and the adminis- 
tration of justice. 

A short time back the Commissioner and Consul-General of 
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‘the Niger Coast Protectorate addressed the section on the sub- 

ject of the adulteration of rubber in the Protectorate. Sir 
Ralph Moor said he had been informed “that it is quite im- 
material the state in which the rubber is sent to the English 
market, and that the price is not materially injured by the 
rubber being mixed. with sand, dirt, and pieces of wood, that, 
moreover, it was “the custom for some firms shipping rubber 
from this Protectorate to actually ship the rubber in water, so 
that the weight does not materially decrease during the pass- 
age.” Sir Ralph asked, in view of the best interests of the 
trade, and also of the interest which he had taken in having 
good produce shipped from the Protectorate, that the com- 
mittee of the section would favour him with a report on the 
points laid before them. Sir Ralph has been written recently 
that the committee, having circulated copies of his letter, and 
having considered the matter thoroughly, are of opinion that 
the value of rubber is materially reduced by adulteration, such 
as he details, but that in regard to the contact of rubber with 
water, no injury is done thereby to rubber collected in the Pro- 
tectorate, as it is not prepared in a dry state. Sir Ralph was 
thanked for his efforts to improve the quality of the produce 
shipped from the Protectorate, and told that the committee 
cordially approved thereof, and recognised their great value. 

Walsall—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on 26th June last, Mr. H. D. Clark, president in the chair. 

The President said that in the letter of Mr. Blyth, apologis- 
ing for his absence, he also spoke of the classification of lead 
shot. The Chamber had asked the Custom House authorities to 
include lead shot for sporting purposes in some other class than 
explosives where it had hitherto been. The communication 
from Mr. Blyth and one from the Government stated that the 
request had been acceded to, and their friends in London 
thanked them for their efforts in the matter. It was a help to 
them, and the indication in the “Board of Trade Journal” 
showed that the Government would listen to any reasonable 
suggestions of this character. 

The President stated that a few years ago they had a Per- 
manent Conciliation and Arbitration Board in connection with 
the chamber for the settlement of trade disputes and labour 
questions generally. For some reason, which he did not under- 
stand, the Board was dissolved, and it seemed to him the time 
was now ripe to establish a new board. Trade was good, and 
with increased trade disputes increased, and the time seemed 
favourable to the scheme. He had not considered the details of the 
proposal, but he wished to propose a general resolution— 
namely, that it was desirable that a Board of Conciliation and 
Arbitration be formed, and that the General Purposes Com- 
mittee be instructed to draw up rules for its conduct. The 
report of the London Chamber showed that the board there 
had been very satisfactory and useful, and it was looked upon 


* 
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as one of the functions of the Chamber of Commerce in all 
large towns. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Other matters to which reference was made were: Railway 
accommodation, the meeting of the Associated Chambers at 
Belfast, commercial examinations, and South American trade. 


XXIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom 
with Foreign Countries and British Possessions, 1898, compared 
with the four preceding years. (C. 9300.) Price 8s. 13d. 

» This is the annual detailed statement showing the import, 
export, and transit trade of the United Kingdom for the past 
year, and it also contains abstract tables showing the imports, 
Customs duties, exports, and transit in each of the last five 
ears. 
In the present volume certain alterations have been made, 
which are as follows :—In the imports and foreign and Colonial 
merchandise exported, borax, formerly included with “ chemi- 
cal manufactures and products, unenumerated,” is shown sepa- 
rately. 

Pulp of wood is divided into two separate descriptions of 
“pulp of wood, chemical,” and “ pulp of wood, mechanical.” 

Carpets and rugs, formerly included with “woollen manu- 
factures, unenumerated,” are shown separately. 

The imports from Korea (previously included with China) 
are kept separately. 

In the exports of the produce and manufactures of the 
United Kingdom, cutlery, formerly included with “ hardwares 
and cutlery, unenumerated,” is shown separately, and the ex- 
ports to Korea (previously included with China) are kept sepa- 
rately. Supplementary tables are given, showing in detail the 
nature of the imports and exports of foreign and Colonial 
merchandise (pages 44, 45, 96, and 97), which are comprised 
under the headings, “goods unmanufactured, unenumerated,” 
and “goods manufactured, unenumerated,” and of the exports 
of British and Irish produce comprised under similar headings 
(pages 78 and 79), together with the aggregate value for each 
description of article. 

The contents table has also been revised, and is now pre- 
sented in a more detailed form. 

2. Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the 
United Kingdom for the year 1898. (C. 9315.) Price 3s. 3d. 

This is the annual detailed statement of the shipping of the 
United Kingdom issued by the Board of Trade. It shows the 
number and tonnage of vessels registered at each port in the 
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United Kingdom ; the entrances and clearances of vessels in the 
foreign and colonial trade of the United Kingdom; the number 
of vessels employed in the home and foreign trades and in 
fishing; the number and tonnage of vessels built at each port, 
&c., the information being in each case for the year 1898. Ab- 
stract tables are also given showing the above information in 
a comparative form and for a series of years. 


3. Coal Exports, §c. (198.) Price 23d. 

This is a return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 
16th May, 1899, showing, for the year 1898, the export of coal 
from each port in the United Kingdom to each country abroad, 
together with a summary statement showing the export of coal 
from the principal districts of the United Kingdom to the prin- 
cipal groups of foreign countries; and also showing the quantity 
of coal shipped at each port in the United Kingdom for ships 
use on foreign voyages during the same period. 

The return is stated to be in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper No. 352, of Session 1898. 

4. Agricultural Returns for Great Britain, showing the acre- 
age and produce of crops, prices of corn, and numbcr of live 
stock, with agricultural statistics for the. United Kingdom, 
British Possessions, and Foreign Countries, 1898. (C. 9304.) 
Price 1s. 5d. 

This is an annual statement issued by the Board of Agri- 
culture. In the report which is prefixed to the return, it is 
stated that the annual agricultural returns for 1898, in their 
ecmplete form, embrace all the information collected respecting 
acreage and live stock, production, and prices during the past 
year. The statistics relating to the area under crops, and the 
number of live stock, are obtained directly from the individual 
occupiers of land in Great Britain by officers of the Inland 
Revenue. The estimates of the produce of the principal crops 
are made by specially appointed local estimators. The prices 
of British corn are ascertained week by week during the year 
in the manner prescribed by the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 

The tables appended include comparative figures for previous 
years, and the annual statistics for Great Britain are supple- 
mented by statements respecting the crops and live stock in 
Ireland, the Isle of Man, and the Channel Islands, which are 
supplied respectively by the Registrar-General for Ireland and 
the Lieutenant-Governors of the Isle of Man, Jersey, and 
Guernsey. These supplementary data enable a general view of 
the agricultural position of the United Kingdom in 1898 to be 
presented. 

Summaries of eclonial and foreign agricultural statistics are 
also incorporated in the volume, together with incidental data 
respecting the imports, exports, and values of various forms of 
agricultural produce, in the collection of which the Board of 
Agriculiure again acknowledge ihe co-operation of the Board 
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of Trade, the Commissioners of H.M. Customs, and the India 
Office, as well as the authorities of various British colonies. 

5. Sugar (Bounties, §c.). Return of all the Bounties, direct 
and indirect, on the production or export of sugar given by 
France, Germany, and Austria, supplemented by a copy of the 
Circular issued by the Secretary to the United States Treasury 
on 12th day of December, 1898, giving particulars of the Sugar 
Bounties, direct and indirect, given by the principal Continental 
countries. (209.) Price 1d. 


6. Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. Siateenth Report of 
the Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks, 
with appendices, for the year 1898. (202.) Price 3d. 

This annual report is issued by the Comptroller of the Patent 
Office, in pursuance of the requirements of the 102nd section 
of the Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 1883 (46 and 47 
Vict. cap. 57). 

The following statement shows the total number of applica- 
tions for patents, designs, and trade marks, and the number 
registered in each year from 1891 to 1898 :— 


Patents. Designs. Trade Marks. 

Appli Specifications. 
cations Patents| Appli- | Regis- | Appli- | Regis- 
Year. for sealed. | cations.| tered. | cations. | tered. 


Pro- Com- 
visional,| plete. 


No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 

1891 ...| 22,878 | 19,361 | 11,072 | 10,643 | 21,950 | 20,8&0 | 10,787 | 4,225 
1892 ...| 24,179 | 20,330-| 11,464 | 11,164 | 19,527 | 18,501 9,101 | 3,649 
1893 ...| 25,107 | 21,185 | 11,902 | 11,600 | 19,480 | 18,333 8,675 | 3,522 
1894 ...| 25,386 | 21,374 | 11,991 | 11,699 | 22,255 | 20,847 8,013 | 2,905 
1895 ...| 25,062 | 20,698 | 12,553 | 12,191 | 21,417 | 20,192 8,272 | 2,821 
1896 ...} 30,193 | 25,374 | 13,360 | 12,473 | 22,849 | 21,727 9,466 | 2,917 
1897 ...| 30,952 | 25,455 | 15,135 | 14,210 | 20,417 | 19,301 | 10,624 | 3,358 
1898 ...| 27,659 | 22,395} 14,167 | 14,063 | 20,049 | 18,830 9,767 | 3,437 


It is stated in the report that the applications for patents in 
1898 numbered 27,659, as against 30,952 in 1897, a decrease of 
3,293, or 10.7 per cent. This falling-off was chiefly in appli- 
cations accompanied by provisional specifications, which de- 
creased by 3,060, or 12 per cent., while those accompanied by 
complete specifications decreased by only 233, or 4.2 per cent. 

There was also a decrease of 735 or 7.6 per cent. in the 
number of the complete specifications filed after provisional 
specifications. Thus the decrease in the total number of speci- 
fications received was 4,028, or 9.9 per cent. It is noticeable 
that while fewer provisional specifications were received than in 
either 1897 or 1896, the number of complete specifications, 
though less than in 1897, was larger than in 1896. 
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The largest number of applications received on any one day 
was 151, received on the 22nd of March, and the smallest num- 
ber, 52, received on August 5th. 

The rapid growth in the number of specifications which took 
place in 1896 and 1897 was ascribed to the activity of the 
cycling industry; and there is little doubt that that industry 
has been principally responsible for the present decline of 
numbers. 

The number of applications for patents in this country made 
under the provisions of the International Convention of 1883, 
by inventors residing in other States of the Union, amounted 
to 264. 

These were derived as follows :— 


France ‘+, Italy... 3 
United States sink 93 Queensland 2 
Belgium bee ie 17 Norway 2 
New Zealand ... es 11 Denmark 1 
Sweden ae wa 10 Spain ... 1. 
Switzerland ... 8 


. Women inventors contributed 683, or more than 2.4 per cent. 
of the total number of applications, about 148 being for inven- 
tions connected with articles of dress, and 79 for inventions 
relating to cycling. 

7. Loss of Life at Sea. Return of the Loss of Life at Sea 
for the year 1898. 236. Price 4d. 

This return, which is prepared by the Board of Trade, is in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 285 of Session 1898. 
It shows that the total number of lives lost by wreck, drowning, 
or other accident in British merchant ships registered in the 
United Kingdom in the year 1898 amounted to 1,438, including 
86 passengers who are stated to have been “lost by wreck 
only ” in that year. 


8. Railways (Continuous Brakes). Return by the Railway 
Companies of the United Kingdom for the Six Months ending 
the 31st December, 1898. (C. 9355.) Price 1s. 14d. 

This is a periodical return issued by the Railway Department 
of the Board of Trade in pursuance of the Railway Returns 
(Continuous Brakes) Act of 1878. 

It contains a statement from the half-yearly returns of 
continuous brakes, from the 30th June, 1891, to the 31st 
December, 1898, showing the progress made in the use of con- 
tinuous brakes in the United Kingdom, the amount of stock 
fitted, and the number of miles run by trains fitted with each 
description of brake. 
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XXII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Forrign TRADE OF THE UNiTED KINGDOM. 
Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Krxyapom during the Month and Six Months ended 30th 
June, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 


1898. 
expe Juyr. 
I. Imports rrom Countries AND British PossEssions. 
Month ended 
30th June. 
1899. | 1898, 
£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) 1,026,328 | 936,787| 89,541, — 
of food and drink, 
14,248,992 (15,196,692 | 952,700 
"Articles ‘of food drink, 
dutiable vee | 1,678,858 | 2,725,622 | — 51,764 
Tobacco, dutiable ... ... | 804,065 | ‘167,755 | 186310; 
III. Metais .. 2,139,977 | 1,994,529 | 145,448, — 
Chemicals, dyestuffs “tanning 
substances ... 430,561 | 479,388 48,827 
V. Oils 869,062 | 735,273 | 183,789) — 


VI. Raw materials for’ ‘textile manu- 


factures 8,758,018 | 4,889,464 _ 1,136,446 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries ‘ 
and manufactures .. ii ee | 5,106,174 | 4,487,625 618,549 _ 
VIII. Manufactured articles 7,639,365 | 7,314,696 | 324,669 


IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... —... | 1,083,896 | 976,990 | 106,906 = 
Parcel the 78,647 | 127,484 48,837 
Total value ... (38,948,943 139,032,305 |  — 683,362 


II. Exports or British anp Propuck MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ 
I. Animals, living om 86,394 107,751 21,357 
II. Articles of food and drink ; ee | 1,000,365.) 1,029,575 _ 29,210 
III. Raw materials 2,346,662 | 1,715,591 | €31,071 


IV. Articles manufactured and. partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 8,155,003 | 7,527,062 | 618,911 

(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery) 3,361,824 | 2,820 557 541,267 


(C.) Machinery and millwork —... | 1,723,886 | 1,835,996 — 112,110 
(D.) Ships, New | as | ‘ 
British) 521,931 | (Not re- | 521,931 _ 
corded.) 
) Apparel and articies o - 
sonal pa 776,292 | 750,874 25418 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and | | i 
medicinal preparations... | 772,680 | 678,061 94,619 | — 


(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- | 
factured or partly manufactured 8,055,566 | 2,801 203 251,163 _ 
(H.) Parcel post 199664 153,026 | 46(33) 


Total value... (21,980,067 19,413,696 9,506,371 


IIT. Exports or Foreign axp Propvce. 


Total value... | 6,651,216 | 5,627,003; 65,787 


* Incluling the value of new ships (not registered as British), rot recorded prior to 1899, 


$e 
| | 
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I.—ForeEIGN TRADE OF THE Unitep KinapomM—continued. 


Srx Monrus envep 30ru June. 
I. Imports From Foreign Covnrries anp British Possessions. 


Six months ended 
30th June. 


1899, | 1898. 


£ £ F £ 
= Animals, living (for food) ... — ...| 4,924,619 | 5,496,349 _ 571,730 
Articles of food and duty 
1,889,798 |83,642,335 — =| 2,252,537 
e) Articles of food and drink, 
dutiable {11,374,822 |12,086,844 712,022 
Tobacco, dutiable ... ... 2,179,688 | 1,764,314| 415,224) — 
Metals . ..{18,816,086 |21,020,699 | 2,795,887 | — 
Chemicals, dyestuffs, “and | ‘anning 
substances ... ove ove 3,841,779 | 3,270,789 70,990 
V. Oils 4,574,561 | 3,961,974 | 612,587 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 
tures 187,885,935 47,169,375 | — | 3,283,440 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industrie 
° and manufactures ... «-.|28,171,639 |21,431,598 | 1,740,041 _ 
VIII. Manufactured articles $5,867,622 |44.242,022 | 1,625,600 
Ix. Miscellaneous articles ... 7,583,095 | 7,161546 | 421,519 
(B.) Parcel post 40 637,882 | 747,906)  — 120,524 


Total value... 741,125 |  — 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce anD MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living ove ...| 458.709 | 545.922 _ 92,213 
Il, Articles of food and drink a «--| 5,230,016 | 5,090,963 | 139,053 _ 
IIL Raw materials .. | 9,294.312 | 3,115,255 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. 


(A) Warns 46.412 871 | 1,428,699| — 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- | 

tured therefrom (except machinery) 18,082,615 '16,284,265 | 1,798,350 _ 
(C.) Machinery and miilwork -+-| 9,586,792 | 8514,816 | 1,021,976 = 
new (not as) 


) pparel and articles perso coded. 
-| 4,558,122 | 4.442960 | 115,162 
(F.) Chemicals. ‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... --| 4,682,470 | £391,846 | 290,624 


(G.) Ail other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ...!17,820,691 '16,548,159 | 772,532] — 
(H.) Parcel post ... 1,192,675 | 982,065} 21,610; — 


Total value... 


! 


Exports or Foreign anp Propvce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value... ... «.-/88,507,317 |32,973 562 | 1588755] — 


* Including the va‘ue of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 
Return of the Quantities and AveraGe Prices or Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors anda 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qra. bus. Qrs. bus, 
Week ended 8rd June, 1899 75,111 1,944 7 7,262 6 
» th » » 88,2482 833 6 6,561 5 
” » » 76,465 626 4 5,594 7 
” 24th oe 71,204 8 262 6,039 5 
Tune, 1899 805,080 1 8667 3 | 25,458 7 
Corresponding month in 1898 86,478 4 2 
” ” 1897 160,556 6 5,723 0 | 15,485 7 
Average Prices. 
d a as @ 
Week ended 3rd June, 1899 ous 2 4 24 44 
+ 21 10 18 2 
” 17th 25 7 23 1 17 10 
Mth » 2 7 26 2 17 
June, 1899 .. 25 6 23 10 18 0 
May 1800 2% 8 23 11 17 
March, 25 8 26 «6 16 11 
February, 5, owe 26 2 26 11 16 11 
December, 1898 27. 28 2.0 
August 83 26 «6 20 1 
June, 1808 4 #7 25 20 8 
1897 eee eee eee 27 3 21 8 18 0 


| 
STATISTICAL TABLES. [July. 1899. 
1899. Re 
Rervry. of the. Numsers, Nationatirims, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left--the Unrrep Kinapom for ‘Paces: out of 
4 _Evrore during the Month ended 30th June, 1899, and the six _ 
| ~- Months ended 30th June, 1899, compared with the corresponding 
periods of the previous Year. | 
Total 
Cape All or 
Fas United | British N.| Austral-| of Good corre- Alien 
Nationalities. other Total. adi 
4 4 States. | America.| asia. places. |. ding 
1898. = 
Month ended 30th June, 1899. 
English ... ...| 8,856 1,582 742 845 427 | 6,952 6,772 
Scotch 653 226 | 233 95 | 1,888 1,058 
Irish |. 2,785 9s | 119 127 36 | 3,165 | 2,607 
Total of British y 
origin...  ..| 6,794 | 1,906 | 1,037 | 1,205 | 558 | 11,600 | 10,437 
Foreigners... ...| 5,968 | 2,278 102 584 123 | 9,055 4,696 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ..,| 58 11. 156 225 173 
Total .. ..{ 12820 | 4,195 | 1,139 | 1,789 | 9887 | 20,780 | 15,306 ay 
en | 
Total for corre- 
spondin, 9,008 | ‘3,164 | 702 | 1,524 | 908 | 15,306 | — 
’ Six Months ended 30th June, 1899. 
Alien 
4 rou 
English ... ss. | 17,285 | 6,879. | 3,785 | 5,545 | 3,744 | 87,188 | 38,062 > 
| Scotch .. ..| 2,778 829 | 531 | 1,599 | 699 | 6431 | . 6,454 Alien 
or 
Irish wb. cap ee 456 | 453 750 252 | 23,698 | 17,717 Un 
origin... | 41,795 | 8,164 | 4,719 | 7,894 | 4,695 | 67,267 | 62,233 | 
en: 
Foreigners... ... | 27,182 | 7,830 281 | 2,377 713 | 88,283 | 27,823 pi 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 167 34 1 _ 1,815 | 1,517 4,400 i 
nit 
Total ... ... | 69,094 | 16,028 | 4,951 | 10,271 | 6,723 | 107,067 | 91,456 en 
Total for corre- 
sponding 55,530 | 13,453 4678 11,341 | 6,559 | 91,456 | — Sess. 
Gool 
Notre.—Th made t the liest ible date after the cl f each 
endei 
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IV.— ALIEN ImMMIGRATION—JUNE, 1899. 
Rerurn of the Numser of A.iens that arrived from the Continent at Ports ft in the 
Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 
(Compiled from the Autrey Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, | Other 

Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. Ports. | 


1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1998. | 1899. | 1898, 


190. | 1898. 1800 | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, 
{ 


Month ended 30th June. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out of the United 
: 
Arrived at London | 1,725] 1,333 593 306 203; 598, 414) 3,119} 2,239 
Grimsby 724 108 27 ll 8 40, 48 799 168 
” 122 71 32 39 77 . 170 121 409 
2 Tyne Ports . 25 47 64 209 142 1 587 412 
” Leith eee 58 122 67 82 14 hie 202; 85 34i 311 
Other ports ... 44 148 37 94 537; 678 599 


Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby __... 4 50} —-283 95} 473) 250] ... jae 192} 151] 9952] 546 
” Hartlepool 
160} 238 4 1) 1,016) "456 2,529) 689) 3,709) 1,384 
Leith .. 5 5 1 93 7 98 
pat Other ports 5 15 104 99 24 9 a 430 273; 563) 396 
To 169} 358} 396] 195] 1,515 720] 3,163} 1,206) 5,243] 2,479 


Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be | 
en route to America or other | |. 2,877| 2,165, 1,165} 734) 2,128} 1,276} 680) 557} 5,006 2,341) $11,856] $7,073 


laces out of the United j 


Six months ended 30th June. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
out of the United 
om : 
Total No.... ... | 10,105) 8,717] 3,687} 2,749) 3,407! 3,165) 5,025) 4,402) 7,713) 5,766) $29,957 $24,799 
Aliens en route to America ' 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : ' 
Total No.... ose 833} 2,685) 2,291 671) 8,157) 6,339)... 13,103) 7,119 34,004) 16,814 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be P 
en route to America or other | |. 10938} 11,402) 5,978] 3,420) 11,564) 9,504) 5,025) 4,402) 20,816) 12,885) 54,321 441,613 
laces out, of the United 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and * Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Srom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners fram this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, Ne. 188, 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 4 
t The ports from which ‘Atien Lists are received are Aberdcen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Live 1, London, Middlesbrough, 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West tlepool. ‘The lists received 
Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
Proceed by train as third-class passengers. 
+ The number of seilors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of June, 1899, was 1,095, and 943 in the same month of 1898; in the six months 
ended June, 1899, the number was 6,941, and in the same months of 1898 the number was 6,217. 


Total 2,708} 1,807| 769 539| 1,843, 1,135] $6,618] 74,594 
Kingdom: | | 

i 
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V.—Bankruptcy.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Noumper of Recervixg Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 


Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Six Months 
June, ended June. 
1899, 1898. 1899, 1898, 
No No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ... eee oe eee ove 406 872 2,181 2,153 
_gasetted in principal trades and occupa- 
&e. os 27 30 160 150 
Publicans and hotel keepers &e. — 35 29 160 129 
Builders eve eve ove 81 17 154 106 
Bakers il 66 77 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers aoe 9 13 £ 67 
ecorators, painters, lambers, & sos 6 
Drapers, &c. 10 8 47 43 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. =e ee 7 13 38 52 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 8 3 34 24 
Engineers and founders, &c. a = eos 7 2 32 10 
Agents, commission and general... 3 7 81 39 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. soe eee 6 5 26 35 
Clerks, commercial and general .. 4 6 25 33 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and haulicrs 1 3 24 9 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silver- 
smiths, &c. 7 3 23 23 
Travellers, commercial, &e. 2 2 20 
Provision merchants, &c. ... 6 1 21 15 
Generaldealers... 5 2 20 12 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers ove ose eee 2 2 19 24 
Auctioneers .. seo ove 6 3 19 20 
Confectioners ° 2 2 18 29 
Carpenters and joiners... 2 1 18 16 
Tobacconists, kc. ... ooo one 5 3 17 19 
Printe:s and ‘publishers oon id ooo 2 17 12 
Gardeners, florists, &c. ... 5 1 16 il 
Architects and surveyors 2 16 7 
Solicitors... ose os. 4 4 15 21 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors 2 15 12 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 1 2 15 9 
Bicycle, &c., mageanguenee and dealers ove 5 3 14 16 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &e. . ob > 8 3 14 13 
Millers 1 d 13 12 
Lodging- -house keepers 4 2 13 3 
Troumongers... ooo 1 5 12 18 
Saddlers and harness makers eee | ae oe 8 3 12 16 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers ane waa 5 d 1L 18 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ooo ose wos 2 Jd 11 16 
Furniture dealers and makers... 3 10 21 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers we 2 4 10 16 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 2 3 10 15 
Curriers, tanners, and menial merchants oa 8 1 10 2 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. ate oo 3 2 10 7 
1 4 13 
arriage, &c., builders... ove 10 
Wheelwrights qi 2 2 9 9 
Timber merchants and wood dealers. 8 2 9 8 


| 
i 
| 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.-—-ENGLAND AND WALES—continued. 


Six months 

June, ended June. 
1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-; No. No, No No. 

tions —cont,. :— 

China, glass, and earthenware, &c., our ee 2 4 8 14 
Clothiers, outfi ters, &c. 8 12 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, ‘ke. _ 1 8 12 
Woollen merchants and a . 2 5 8 12 
Officersin Army ... -- 4 7 14 
Milliners, dressmakers, isi 2 7 8 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... ase 3 1 7 7 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, om ons 1 1 7 Pa 
airdressers .. 2 6 9 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 5 8 
Brokers, stock and share ... 1 5 6 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. ... . 1 1 4 6 
Stationers ... eee 2 8 15 
Cattle and pig dealers | 2 3 9 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers... ws. 1 1 2 5 


VI.—Exrort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of exported from IreLanp to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Six Months ended 30th 
corresponding periods of 


June, 1899, compared with the 


the year 1898. 
Six Months 
June. ended Jane 
Animals, 
1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 
No. No. No. No, 
Cattle seo eee os 43,488] 48,937 | 305,888) 297,923 
Sheep oan 136,315) 171.883 2€8,164 233 834 
Swine ove 26,149} 22,308 | 835,943} 309.502 
Goats ove eo eve eee ase oes 543 722 2,157 2,907 
Horses... 3,975| 3,584 | 19,724] 19,256 
Mules or Jennets .. “ 4 14 
Total... 211,032) 187,894 | 933,665] 864,724 
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VII.—FisHery StatistTics.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatuz of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Eneiish and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Six Months ended 30th 

| June, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1898. 


J Six Months cnded 
une. June. 
1899. 1898, | 1899. | 1898. 
QUANTITY 
Cwts. Cwts. Ciets. 

1,646 1,603 9,40: 9,311 

Soles 7,980 7,063 39,896 39,662 

Turbot 6,437 6,057 31,432 32,270 

Prime fish not separately distinguished 5,530 3,580 20,334 14,946 

Total prime fish. ... 21,593 18,293 101,064 96,189 

43,753 39,175 318,746 301,013 

Haddock 2087204 || 1,272,650 | 1,277,477 

Hake... ove eos 48,107 34,062 94,549 88,061 

Halibut... ... =e 17,374 15,550 55,137 $4,061 

7,667 8,703 53,316 68,758 

Pilchards eos ose 165 65 1, 

— oe 67,751 68,501 338,132 

ove ose oie ose eos 18 

| 607,585 3,333,099 3,219,108 

Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs ooo 737,049 790,873 3,565,000 $,349,602 
Lobsters eee ooo pes ove 161,997 169,549 362,765 390,556 

ER Cwts. 
Co 33,049 33,294 260,420 251,561 
VALUE. 
£ £ 

3,836 3,847 27,697 27,510 

Soles... ove ove son 48,519 43,989 280,181 279,521 

Prime fish not separately distinguished nod 14,750 9,979 57,716 40,544 

87,817 78,413 497,155 481,355 

Cod 25,341 21,595 230,239 209,951 

Haddock ~ 113,291 872,767 861, 

Hake... ove ase 26,792 23,272 62,736 70,717 

Halibut 21,757 81,276 101,860 87,975 

Herrings ae 19,368 16,473 39,638 41,444 

L erel oo ° 48,237 56,566 203,875 209,992 

Pilchards 76 29 832 

Plaice ... 69,524 69,289 438,937 $26,945 

not separately distinguished, except shell 

Shell fish :— 

Crabs ove ose bee 11,013 11,967 39,341 44,988 
11,469 11,564 69,995 66,681 

Total ... 32,938 33,897 190,080 171,875 
Total value offishlanded ... ...  ...) 529,144 501,884 || 3,086,258 | 2,992,835 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—Fisnery 

Statement of the Tora, Quantity and of the Fisx returned as 
landed on the Score’ Coasts during the Month and Six 
“Months ended 30th June, 1899, compared with the 

corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 
Six Months ended 
June. Sane. 
1809, | 1898, 1899. | 1898, 
QUANTITY. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) | 9,194 
55,387 339,345 356 62 
Flounder P Paice, Brill 8,516 5,729 47,911 
Halibut 3,426 34 15,130 16,25 
Herrings ste 736,925 748,605 | 1,063,776 
8,938 14,386 109,814 d 
130 1 1,0 
Saith (Coal Fish) nga : 26,495 29,818 64,862 77,153 
8, 8,520 61,837 57,031 
Whi 3,921 21993 || 28,350 18,621 
Fish not separately distinguished, ex: shell 
GAR 6,456 | 5,972 33,869 32,487 
Shell fish :— No. No. 
Crabs . | 373,623 2,147,554 | 2,771,811 
Lobsters eae 306 905 271,591 
Cwts. » 
9,594 7,217 
Other shell 5,035 5,429 34,620 6,696 
VALUE, 
£ £ £ £ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) ... 4,743 3,261 18,710 15,475 
Eel (Co: 388 486 5,670 6,163 
Flounder P Brill 8,127 5,869 49,074 35,441 
Haddock 26,822 24,320 238,866 224,278 
Mackerel ee eve 78 372 925 
2,598 3,201 8, 8,380 
Sparing” 1,272 1,872 15,599 16,030 
fish 1,414 1,363 9,189 7,635 
Bhell fish :— 
Crabs 2,223 1,881 13,294 13,779 
Lobsters ot 3,1 3,847 16,778 14,823 
sters — = 1,013 
7,552 7,629 44,823 43,983 
Total value of fish landed .., 285,212 | £44,812 835,308 | 823,243 
_Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


120 STATISTICAL TABLES. [July 1899. 
IX.—FisHery 

Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Six 
Months ended 30th June, 1899, compared with the corre- 

| sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 
Six Months ended 
June. Jone. 
1899. 1898, 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
ts. Cwts. 

Soles ... 219 387 1,074 1,630 

72 131 2 
Total prime fish 4 . 291 518 1,676 2,580 

Cod one 1,427 1,614 21,286 38,549 

Haddock one 1 1,086 7,898 10,802 

Ling 2/035 1,536 10,967 13,339 

iti exes 1,187 614 4,590 5,159 

Fish not separately distinguish: except 

one 4,609 6,739 30,825 36,786 
No. No. No. No. 

Shell fish 

Crabs... ooo ons 29,853 23,857 52,563 54,085 

1,126 1,355 10,260 11,651 

VALUE. 

Soles & 1,138 4,782 oa 

Total prime fish  . 1,050 1,527 6,980 9,666 

849 775 10,255 14,213 

= toss | “ene || “soar | 
erel 13,591 17,017 102,561 100,518 

793 532 8,106 2,726 

3,230 || 17,343 | 19,365 
30,295 162,838 | 170,024 

Shell fish :-— 

157 111 291 256 

235 227 1,793 1,858 
2,202 1,706 5,651 5,222 
Total value of fish landed ... son ada 27,790 32,000 168,489 175,246 


eae ees opt subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. ; 
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X.—Corron 1899. 
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Return of the Numser of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporren, 
ForwarpEep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and ReturNnep to 
Ports during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June, 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Month of Six Months ended 
June, 30th June, 
1899. 1898. | 1899, 1898. 
Imports. 
American 105,038 151.927 1,666,526 1,980,380 
Brazilian 5 633 16,411 
East Indian... 8252 10 439 42,473 23,309 
Egyptian a oon 20,043 13 382 230,628 219,872 
Miscellaneous ... 4,544 3,864 27,543 27,222 
Jc i 137,882 181,112 1,967,803 2,267,194 
EXPponrts, 
American 57,480 23,797 215,994 159,962 
Brazilian... 100 570 
East Indian 6,216 4,011 3',660 11.297 
Egyptian 4,021 10,402 2,634 59 940 
Miscellaneous ... 934 743 4,0E5 8 188 
Total 48,651 89,053 810,723 239,957 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American i 246,396 203,400 1,413,856 1,441 504 
Brazilian .. ose 600 1,907 10,954 12,314 
East Indian... 2,757 4,009 10,333 11.934 
Egyptian 27,537 13,982 164.762 LE4,879 
i neous ... 5,074 6,741 41,999 46,370 
Total 282,564 230,033 1,641,544 1677 001 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 

American 822 37 1970 2,313 

Miscellar eous 8 60 28 242 
Teta is i80 | 597 | 1993 2,555 
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XI.—PEriopicaAL RETuRNS OF Imports AND Exports, 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
_ mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Returns 
- have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Par Vatvgs: Franc=9;5d.; Lira = 9,d.; Gulden = 1s. 8d. ; 
. Lew =9,%d.; L. Egyptian = 1l. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d, 


I.—Imports. 
Aggregate for Period of the 
, ‘Value for the Month. Year,including latest Month. 
Name of Country. Month. 
1899. 1898. 1899. 1898. 


France «| ...| Frs. 373,007,000 | 396,088,000 || 1,821,282,000 | 1,904,263,000 
Italy May ...| Lire... 121,602,000 | 143,052,000 || 604,082,000 | 589,288,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| May  ...| Gulden ... 64,727,000 | 78,468,000 || 386,851,000 | 362,352,000 
Bulgaria... ...| March ...| Lew ... 8,105,000 8,202,000 || 16,912,000 | 15,767,000 


Egypt... .. Feb. I.E... 757,000 692,000 || 1,649,000 | 1,530,000 
United States ...| May ...| Dollars 70,132,000 | 53,585,000 || 326,659,000 | 274,996,000 
March ... 4,539,000 | 4,941,000 || 35,795,000 | 38,354,000 
Mexico*+ ... April 3 4,575,000 | 3,731,000 |} 40,370,300 | 36,675,000 
Britwh India ...| April ...| Rupees 6,81,11,952 | 5,26,01,454 
II.—Exports. 


France... ...| May... | Frs. .., 338,602,000 | 251,410,000 || 1,516,812,000 | 1,372,990,000 
Italy May ...| Lire... 113,354,000 | 102,455,000 || 529,587,000 | 485,733,000 
Austria-Hungary ...) May... Gulden ... 71,869,009 | 64,924,000 || 356,980,000 | 303,567,000 
Bulgaria .., ...| March ...| Lew ... 6,420,000 7,874,000 11,990,000 14,015,009 
Egypt... Feb. ...) LE. ... 1,247,000 1,229,000 2,558,000 2,526,009 
United States ©... May ...| Dollars 93,836,000 | 111,283,000 || 496,625,000 | 526,563,000 


10,726,000 11,686,000 103,592,000 95,657,090 


Mexico*t ... 10,307,000 | 10,069,000 || 113,900,000 | 105,716,000 


British Indiat ...| April ...) Rupees 9,22,00,694 | 9,53,28,942 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 
as figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
ae = United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” 
«& Special ” means, in the case of imports, imports for hom2 consumption; in the cas: of exports, 
of domestic manufacture only. 
. ding bullion and specie. ave 

of the are gold, ani those of exports in silver. The agzregate. 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing st July. F 

FY The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—Foreien of ~~ 
Imports INro British Inpta From’ ForeIGN CountrRIEs. 
Month of April. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1898, 1899, | 
T 
I.—Animals, living... 4,819 1,44,923 1,40,104 
II.—Articles of food and drink~ 
Other articles... ... | 35,18,051 | 42,43,328 7,25,187 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of — 
Hardware and cutlery ~ ‘ i 
cluding plated ware) 12,11,207 13,07,487 96,260 sd 
Metals... | 010 46,40,982 45,54,561 86,421 
Machinery and millwork .. 21,61,975 ‘28,84,709 7,22,734 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than 
ment stores) 17,34,533 129,47,952 12,13,419 
IV. —Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
ning materials... ... _(14,75,261 | {16,20,915 1,45,654 
V.—Oils — 
Mineral 20,92,029 82,43,881 | —11,51,852 
VI.—Raw mvterials and unmanu- 
factured articles  ... 15,28,769 31,038,425 15,74,656 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn... 23,28,231 | 24,52,700 1,24,469 
Cotton piece goods .., 2,03,09,297 | 2,53,33,284 45, 23,987 
Other articles oe 77,70,621 92,27,408 14,56,787 pre 
Total ef all Imports ... | 5,23,01,454 | 6,31,11,952 | 1,05,10,498 7 
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XII.—ForeIGN TraDE oF British InDIA—continued. 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BriTIsH 
InpIA TO ForEIGN COUNTRIES. 


Month of April. 


Increase. Decrease. 
1898. 1899, 
| R R R R 
I.—Animals, living .. 1,18,365 1,07,448 10,917 
I1.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice 1, 74,835,984 | 1,50,97,273 23,38,711 
Other articles... ... ...|  41,71,761 65,46,101 23,74,340 
Il.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 98,613 98,598 in 15 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 


Other articles... ......} 11,92,898 13,27,819 1,34,921 


6,89,708 6,37,759 51,949 


|  1,25,33,105 1,25,51,110 18,905 da 
Jute... ove ove 47,938,356 50,51,777 2,58,42% gee 
Oilseeds 87,35,394 1,13,32,468 25,97,074 ove 
Other articles... ... | 1,07,31,782 93,61,280 13,70,502 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufa tured — 
Cottonyarn ... 53,32,206 49,70,598 3,61,608 
Cotton piece goods... ... 6,79,208 7,983,129 1,13,921 
Otierarticles.. 95,66,841 88,097,726 6,69,115 


Total of all Exports ... | 9,27,36,052 | 8,99,22,662 pa 28,13,390 


| 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
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XXIV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. ; Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus eee 1d. 
2199 France (1897) wee 2d. 
2201 Denmark (1897) 4d. 
2202 Khorassan (1897-98) ld. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah (1897) oo] 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) “a ae 2d. 
2205 Hawaiian Islands (1897) coe | 
2206 New Orleans ... ass (1898) pews eve 2d. 
2208 Yucatan (1898) eee ld. 
2212 | Ghent vai 1d. 
2213 France ° 2d. 
2215 | Ningpo’ ) ld. 
de 2216 Corunna 4d. 
2217 Jerusalem and Jaffa Cs ld. 
2218 Beira 1d. 
2219 Argentine Republic 2d. 
2220 Charlestown ... 2d. 
2221 Mozambique and Quilimane 1d. 
2223 | Cadiz on C ») 2d. 
2224 La Rochelle 14d, 
2225 The Pirfeus... 2d. 
2226 Voland and Lithuania . 44d, 
2228 Pakhoi es: ld. 
2230 Tre>izond > coe] 
2232 Valparaiso... ( » ) 13d. 
2233 Erzeroum 14d. 
2235 Louren¢o Marqu 38 2d. 


126 LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS: 1899. 
| List oF Drptomatic anp ConsuLar REPoRTS—ANNUAL 
i SERIES.—continued. 
No. Place, Price. 
2240 | Bilbao (» ) 
if 2241 Leghorn eee eee ¢ ” ) eee eee 14d. 
2244 Curacoa eee eee ” ) eee 2d. 
2245 Spain oes ote 3d. 
2246 Guayaquil ... sive 1d. 
2247 Suakin ose 1d. 
2248 | Wuchow C ») ose 
2250 Bordeaux ees 3d. 
2261 Pondicherry ... 1d. 
2253 Java... eo! lid. 
2255 Odessa ove 23d. 
2256 New York ... oe | 
2257 Galveston (1899) wise 1d. 
2261 Sardinia (1898) 1d. 
2262 Aleppo eee eee ( ” > eee ld. 
2265 Taganrog ote (5-3 oss 23d. 
2266 Amsterdam ... ld. 
2269 Ionian Isles ... 2d. 
2271 Switzerland ... (1897-98) ee | 
2272 Baden ove oa (1898) seo 1d. 
2278 Canaryisles ... 1d, 
2279 Tunis (1898-99) 43d. 
2280 Ichang (1898) 1d. 
2281 Amoy ooo bee ove 13d, 
2282 Bahia (1896-97-98) lid. 
2283 Nice ,., (1898) 13d. 
2286 Beirut and Syria (1898) 
2288 Pernambuco ... one 2d. 
2290 Yokohama... » ) yo) 
2291 | Azerbaijan... (1898-£9) 
2292 | Congo (Returns, 1898)... 
2293 Society Islands (1898) ld, 
259t Bavaria (1898-99) 18d. 
2295 | Oregon, Idaho and Washington ( ,, ) | 
2296 Tangier coo] dd. 
2297 | Hekcdate | ld. 


| 


July 1899.]- LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND: CONSULAR REPORTS. 127 > 
List oF REePporTS—ANNUAL. 
SERIES.—continued. 
No. Place. Price. 
2298 | Pern... (1898) we | 
2299 Norway » -| | 8d. 
2300 New Caledonia ove ove 1d. 
2308 Kiukiang eee ove ” ) ove ove 
2309 Barcelona Ca ) 23d. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES, 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 
487 Germany.—Report on Local Government and Finance in 
Prussia... 1}d, 
488 Italy.—Report on the Mother-of-Pearl “Industry on the 
Calabrian Coast 4d, 
489 aaa —Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 
eat Hamburg in 1898 . 4d, 
490 omens —Report on the Development of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 34d. 
491 Belgiwm.—Report on Commercial Education in Belgium eee 4d, 
492 France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 
of Newfoundland and off Iceland _... 1d, 
493 Brazil—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 
cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul me ' 43d, 
494 Brazil.—Report on a Journey to the Diamond Fields of 
Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of MinasGeraes | 2d. 
495 Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark... | 1d. 
496 .—Report on Commercial Education in Switzer- 
497 Germany.— Report on Brown Coal Mining in the Rhineland.| 1d. 
498 Netherlands.—Report on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 4d, 
499 Italy.— Suggestions for the Development of British Trade 
with Italy ove 14d, 
500 Austria-Hungary.—Report on “Commercial Education in 
Austria... 
501 Franee.—Report on Commercial Education in France | 
502 Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan 1d. 
503 Ztaly.—Report on Commercial Education in Italy 1d. 
504 United States.— Report on Commercial Education in U.S. ... 3d. 
595 Jvance.—Report oa Agricultural Fducation in France 24d. 
506 ct Turin in 1898 oes 


i 
q 
q 
| 
| 
| 
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XXV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Place. 


Basuto Land ... 

Newfoundland 
Cocos—Keeling and Christmas Islands ... 
British New Guinea... 
Bermuda 

Niger 

Jamaica 
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No. | | | Price. 
258 we | 43d. 3 
4 
q 


